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Working Dratft!

This is an fAexampled of ho
be customized for any Universitidelp memake this bettér

Chapters 1, 2, 4, 6, 8 ®0 have been customized. Someone at
the University should review and approve these chap@&rapters

4 & 6 also appear in the Book 1 (Phenbmet 6 s Pl ay b a S

AppendixAdditions and changes are welcomed.

Pictures and Photos have been copied from various internet
websites including UWEBdgers.comThe University will provide
the photos they would like to use in the book.

Licensing issues will beesolved. | have put the UW Bucky
logo in the front cover and photos that are probably covered by
licensing agreementfor discussion purposeThe University may
decide not to use tird.ogo or providenewphotosthat they
already have the rights to use.

Universitiesmay choose from several Marketing plans;
1. Purchase the two Phenom Books for a flat fee and marljet
the books as they choose;
2. Market the Books internally and pay the author a royalty.
3. Sell advertisig spots (in Magazines and Emails) to the
author and earn advertising and licensing revenues.
4. Some combination of the above.
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Novels by Jim Plautz

e PHENOMiLet 6s Pl ay ToB gookte lteliraze] a
mid-year transfer stught leads his high school basketball team
the State Championship and along the way helps others becgme
better students and young adjul

past transgressiondhis is a feelgood love story and suspense
novel structured around a basketball theme. At graduation, studdgnts,
faculty and the President of Jth

A

me, |16l be there for you. o

e PHENOM i Search for the Ark of the Covenanti

Matthew Wilson leadsthe University of Wisconsin to four
successive NCAA championships and then forms a ¢iaitter
team to travel the world and play all star teanasnf China, Africa,
South America and Europe. But basketliatl Matthewd guest to
find the Ark of the Covenant, an event heralded by Muslims ahd
Christians as a precursor to the second coming of the Ldrd.
Mat t h e wohggh dclmoklassmates are askemrenew a vow

made ten years ageee PHENOM L et 6 s Pl ay BhE6
ever need me, I 61 | be there f

o x
= '®

/ﬁ OUT OF BOUNDS - Drug smuggling and corporate finance
structured around a dtole club championship golf tournament. A

Miami-based drug artel is pitted against Swiss financiers fo
control of a new resort and casino in Cabo San Lucas, Mexico. fhe
matchp | ay t our namenttakesd lalk@.s ar ef 0
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< DOUBLE FAULT at ROLAND GARROS - Four junior
tennis players destined to meet at the Fre@@ben Tennis
Championship get caught up in Basque terrorist plans to destroygthe
newly rebuilt Roland Garros Tennis Stadium; a story of lovg,
jealousy and revenge.

i The Agents (Coming Soon)t fi | regret to fin
you that your petition to puhase the New York Yankees has bee
denied. A majority of owners have decided that your ownersigip
group fails to meet the high standards that major league basegpall
has established for admissionf i
AScrew you, Yy windbagand sctew therestfo u
of you that voted no. Your fraternity is nothing but a sham. Ths
isn6t over by a longshot. o MaIl
conference room and initiated a fiyear plan to bring baseball to
its knees.
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Characters

Mathew Wilson:6 Ph e n o mo

Jim Simpson: Coach; PresidenSimpson Construction

Father Sean McGinnis:Roman Catholigriest

Amar Rashad:6 The Mahdi 0

Ken Reed:Si mp s onl@asdman g ht

Chris Lewis Reed:Former DEA;married toKen

Marco: Construction Manager in Ethi@pand Babylon

Hugues de Payens-ounde, Knights Templar, 1118 AD

James Bruce:Scottish travelemriter andFreemason

Oleg Ivanov: Russian Mafia

Falashas:Black Jews of Ethiopia

Mahmoud Ahmadinejad: Iran Presidentthe Antichrist

Moses;Built AArk of the C o v @wvi. &inaf, $480 BC

WisconsinBasketball Players:Hall of Famemembers




Jim Plautz

Let 6s Pl ay

Prologue

Father McGinnis and s$ettledquietly into our first-class seat
and prepared for thaine hour transatlantic flight fronCairo to
New Yoo k 6 s L aABpod wikie we would connectto St.
Loui sO0 L a Rdsanmhad cdlledsn Ihalir earlier Matthew
remained in critical conditionWe could only pray.There was
nothing else we could dd.he stewardess brought wsne shortly
after takeff and | closed my eyes amdflected back on the events
that changed my lifand brought about this crisis

It had beendn years since Matthew Wilson and his father
Ray walked into my tinyc o a cdifibes | smiled inwardly
remembering how his fathematl asked ifMatthew could try out
for the teaml learned quickly that Matthew was an exceptiona
basketball playeipossibly the begilayerthere ever wagut | had
no inkling that this young man would have such a dramatic impa
onmy life andthe othes he touchedvhile a student at Shorewood
High Schoolin Milwaukee, Wisconsin. Henade all of us better
people. Now he needed our help.

Just six days agoMatthew walked downthe steps of the
Temple Mount after he was mgsiously released from
imprisonmat by Iran President Mahmoud Ahmadinejatescribed
by many as the Antichrist.aterl learnedthat his release had been
orchestrated by his adversattye Muslim basketbalensatiorthey
called The MahdiTwo daysearlierthese two stars had faced eac
other in a basketball game labeled asitanic clash of East vs.
West, Muslim vs. Christianity and various other metaphibraas
the basketball game of the century

Looking back | should haveold Matthewabout our discovery
in that small islandave onLake Tana, Ethiopia we had found the
Ark of the CovenantWhat should we do with this symbol that is §
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fundamentalto the beliefs of Jews, Christians and MuslinT$ie
Ark is referred to in both the Bible and Koran amboevercan
harness itpowerwill likely control the world.

1320 BC- The defending soldiers high atop the walls of Jerichp
observed a strange procession that first morning of the siege.iNo
armies rushed the ramparts. In the distance they could hear fthe
sound of the shofar, the ram's harumpet of battle.

And then they came, marching in order. First, an armgd
guard in ranks. Thepriests blowing the shofarthen fourpriests
carrying on gilded poles over their shoulders a box draped in bjue
(Numbers 4:5). And after thepriestsa rea guard marched. And
after the rear guard, the entire Israelite greg0,000 strong6:3),
marched in stillness. The dust billowed from under a million fedt,
but their voices were still. The procession seemed endless, likg it
would go on forever. They aled the city once, and then returneg

to their camp, the sound of shofars finally dying in the distance, gnd
the muffled sound ahe marching armfinally stilled.

The next morning the same strange procession occurjed
again. And the same thing occurrealeanorning for six mornings

in a rov. For those who knew what therlArepresented- the
throne of God-- it all made sense. Here is the procession of tile
King, guarded front and rear by soldiers, preceded by his ministdrs,
and followed by his people, dsely tour the city that would soon be
theirs.

To watch 600,000 troops (Numbers 14) march around
the city each day must have increased their sense of impen@ing
doom. &Vhen will they attack® must have been their constan
guestion.

The final day the Istelitesgot up at daybreak and marche
not once but seven times around the @gyen being the number in
the Bible to signify wholeness and completeness.th&t final
trumpet blast held o n g, t he p e owhéndghe peoplellt e
gave doud shout,te  wal | 6R20).]| apsedd

Joshua fit the battle of Jericho
Jericho, Jericho

Joshua fit the battle of Jericho
And the walls ame tumbling down
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626 BC- Josiah said unto the Levites that taught all Israel, whigh
were holy wunto the [IndhedoquseihBtgt
Solomon the son of DavidKing of Israe] did build; it shall not be

a bur den upon your shoul derpp.
reference to the Ark of the Covenant. Its location remainsfja
mystery.

Today - The Freemasons had been seanghfor the Ark of the
Covenantsince 1104 AD when Hugh de Payens, founder of the
Knights Templar, first visited the Holy Lan@lhe search was over.

fiGrandMaste, | have news foyou. 0

Als he still alive?o

i Me last we heardvas that heis in critical condtion and
might onlyhave hours to liveThe explosion causeskveranternal
i njuries. o

ABD we know who did this? i

filt could have been the Muslinar the Rilestiniansor several
other groups. It might have been the Orthodox Jefes all we
know. The Ak will be a powerful tool fowhoeverfinds it.0

fiThat assumes they can find a way to harness its pdver

Bible claimstheresonl vy one person that Jha

fiYes,| thought he might be the Oned

fls it saf@ o

fiYes, or thetime being. The Ameicansare planning to enter
the cavaomorrow.ldondt k n o w w haade theylire yoob |l

AnoOur troops mu s t be readiify gt
Matthew Wilson should die. W ¢ a n 6 tothetswakeit. The e
world is not readyo find the Ark of tle Covenant o

AWill we takethe Arkb ack t o Axum?o0

i N o, musténd a safer placeBut, if he lives, t will be
returned to its rightful homé&he Temple Mount 0
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BOOK TWO

Search for the
Ark of the Covenant
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Camp Randle and Lake Mendota
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Chapter 1

University of Wisconsin
Day One

AThat 6s hi m, 0 -edwhispered®to heregalfriencol d
Matthew Wil son. o

be, 0 her nféti ehdaglkec

boyfriend is bettjer

heds coming this wayl o

ni r

I

mo r nyau hegi pl sne?Cdrm m Jt
Ha l . 0
Matthew Wil so Tifn a
pictures in t s p
youdre Tina Al br I
a philosophy maj ajn d
maj oring in undecided,}o
to meet you girls. I hope we Jca
Tina and Bely stared at Matthew in awe, before Tina finall
found her tongue. fADo you knogw
ANoO, j ust the people in N
school website. | started with the good lookingecd s , 0 e
smoothly.
The girls knew the laspart was just a corny line, but the
didndot feel of fended or that h

smile and demeanor softened the words. They just felt proud fhat

they were good looking.

AGrager Hall ?0 Matthew repept

Tina pointed at a building across the street.

AThagksl s, |l 6m sure weoll dee
hurried to his first class at the University of Wisconsin.

The two friends watched him leave, batkep in their own
thoughts. Tina was thinking th#tis was one, special guyhose
Russian Terrorists never had fa
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Betty was stubbornly thinking that her boyfriend was moge
handsome, but real i zed Nuathew n
Wilson had tht something special, something you either had or y§u
didndt . o

rys

Everyone on campus knew of Matthew Wilson, with thg
possible exception of a few out of state transfers or freshmgn.
Matthew was the most heralded basketball recruit in Madispn
history. He wasalso a Wisconsin native, or at least an adoptqd
native, transferring to Shorewood High School in Milwaukee f@r
his final semester, and leading Shorewood to the Wisconsin Sgate
Championship in Madison.

His off the court achievements and positive impaciouang
adults were even more newsworjt h

million dollars and funded numerous youth programs and tesri

The President of the United States was a personal friend and @nly

two months Mathew was asked to address the United Nations.
AMatthewds role in rescuinp

from the Russian terrorists was never fully disclosed, but thiécpu

had seen enough via the live television feed provided by fhe

terrorists. Millions of viewers saw Matthew stare down the terrorgt

leader and use his leadership skills to attack and disarm eleyen,

heavily armed Chechnya militants. His charisma wastfarall to

see as all 1,400 hostages marched out of the school unharmed.

It was September fifth, the first day of school and Matthe
Wilson hurried to his first class, Philosophy of Religion. The bdll
rang as he hurriedly took a seat in the back rowhef300 seat
lecture hall. He was too late. Father Fitzgerald, or Father Fritz aghe
liked to be called, spotted him and decided to have some fun.

AStudent s, it appears we hjjav
Professor announced. @&hbWe cdtebrity t
would be | ate for his fi cl

e
silenced by Father Fitzgeral d§bés
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ASince you have a
teachthix | ass?0 Fat her [ [ ifjr e

ANo sir, o Matthew i . i\
Descartes and other gr i g

AAh, Rene Descartes, who majnhy
Phil osophy. You have heard h

AYes sifF,bati éeasthat | h a vje ,
deftly avoidingt he Pr of essor 6s

AYes, i ndeed:; Mr . W
thing you truly can be sure of is that you exist. What was he abld to
deduce from this/r. Wilson? o

with Father McGinnis about the implications this Frenc
phil osopher had upon todayosfr e
including empirical proof that a benevolent God does exist. His
6Casual Adieglua@yi #ranwonder f @l
reasoning. o

Father Fitz was smart enough to put a reign on this boy befpre
he summari zed the entire syl lfgab
of good things about you, and | must say that it appears that wht |

help me welcome Matthew Wilson ¥isconsin 6 Pr of e s ¢
led the applause which soon became a standing ovation.

Matthew stood and joined the applause, letting everyone knpw
that he was @ud to be a member of this great University. Hg
smiled inwardly as he gave thanks for his ability to quickly scd@n
books with almost total recall. He had spent an hour Sunday
evening reading up on Descartes and a couple more hours loofing
at photos. Would'ina and Betty have been impressed if they kne
thatdés how |l ong it t ook fronothemp mc
Badger yearbook?
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(5 Chapter 2
University of Wisconsin
The 50year Drought Ends

losing to the Milwaukee Normal Alumni 2&5. In 1905Christian
Steinmetzbecame the firsWisconsin Badgebasketball player to
be namedAll-American Wisconsin won its first share of thgig
TenChampionship in 1907. They won it again in 1908.

Walter Meanwellbegan coaching the Badgers in 1911. In hjs
first season, he led Wisconsin to an undefeated seasb)(Hxnd
then led thenmto another 160 season in 18}. Meanwell's teams
would win eightBig TenChampionships during hisl-yeartenure.
Meanwell coached twall -Americansduring his Wisconsin career
George Levisin 1916 andHarold "Bud" Fosterin 1930. On

Wisconsin Field Housea basketball arena with a capacity o
11,500. Meanwell retired in 1934 with a record of 246 wins af§d
only 99 losses.

Former UW basketball All AmericarBud Foster began
coachig the Wisconsin Badgers in 1924d led the Badgers to
their 12th Big Ten Conference Championship iny28rs. In 1941,
Foster led the Badgs to the Big Ten title and theanly NCAA
Championshipn history. Key playerswveretournament MVP John
Kotz and AllAmerican Gene Englund. The Badgers bedt
Washington Stat89i 34 in the final game.

Foster coached thredl -Americansduring his tenureiznglund
in 1941, John Kotzin 1942, andDon Rehfeldtin 195Q The
Badgers would win one more Big Ten championship in 194%,
earning another invitation to the NCAA tournament. It would be 47
years before the Badgers went back to the NCAA behind ddich
Finley and Rashard Griffithlt would be 50 years beforBick
Bennet't |l ed the Badgers to a

The Badgers played their first game on January 21, 18%9,

December 18, 1930, the first game was played in the ngw

Grant and 6676 Sam Okey. Bud JFo

with a respectable 26%67 lifetime coaching record.
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Foser, was replaced by John Ericson who in 1962, led the
Badgers to perhaps their greatest upset win, blasting a great @hio
State team led by All Americans Jerry Lucas, and John Havlicgk.
Ken Siebel and Don Herndon cdul
scorewas 7556. The 1962 Badgers finished 2nd in the Big Ten. jt
would 40 years before a Wisconsin basketball team finished that
high againDick Bennett ended the drought in 2002.

RESURGENCE:

The University of Wisconsin Basketball resurgence startgd
with Dick Bennett and continues with Bo Ryan. The bas
philosophyis the same. Both coaches predefense.

Bennett replaced Stan Van Gunuoty 1995.In Bennett's first
year, theBadgersearned a bid in th&lIT Tournament Over the
next four seasons Bennett coached Wisconsin to tNEAA
tournament appearancexluding the FinaFour in 20001In the 97
years before his arrivahe Badgers had played in a tbiaf three
NCAA tournamentsBennett resigned three games into the 200§
2001 season citingurnoud he said he "simply was drained".

Bennett's teams were known partanly for their defensive
prowess. His teams led the Big Ten in scoring defense four straght
years and finished in the tdjwe nationally three timesHe
recruited players who were willing to place teamwork argd
discipline ahead of personal statisticss iayers excelled in the
classroom as well as on the court. While few NBA players emerged
from his programs, most of his players have gone on to succesp in
other careers, including coachingennett left the program in
excellent shapeissistant coacBrad Soderberfjnished the season
as interim head coach, but was not retained by the university.
Wisconsin selected Bo Ryan to lead the program, a.

Bo Ryan learned leadership d$&ilfrom his father while
growing up in a tough, working class neighborhood in Philadelph§a,
Pa.He was astarathlete in high schooleading hisbasketbalteam
to a 251 record in his senior yeaBo wasalso a high school
guarterback and class presidede used theskeadershipskills to
later star at a small college in WilkBarre PaHe was a successful
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coach at UWPlatteville and UWWisconsin before joining the
Badgers.

Ryan's first season was more successful than anticipated. fhe
team was predicteto finish as low as ninth in tH&g Tenin pre
season polls. The team, led Kk Penney surpisingly tied with
three other teams for the 2002 Big Ten Championship and receifged
an invitation to theNCAA Tournament losing in the second round.
The Badgers continued their resurgence in 2003, winthiagBig
Ten championship and advamg to the N C A A'Sweet Sixteen"
before losing a 660 heartbreaker to Tulsa.

The Badgerssuccess continues with an unbrokenngtrof
NCAA invitations that continues through 2010, highlighted by &
Elite Eight appearance in 20G5d a Sweet Sixteen showing in
2008 The 2008 Badgers, led by junior guard Devin Harrig,
provided Ryan with &rd Big TenChampionship.

There were otheriphlights as well. In2007, Ryan led the
Badgers to the pinnacle of college basketball, helping treimeee
their first #1 ranking in theAP poll in the school's historyOn
December 10, 20Q03Ryan recorded his 100th victory as Wisconsi
head coach by defeating-state rivaWisconsin

Ryan and Bennett preached defense, but they also stregsed
teamwork.Ryan is known for the Swing Offense which emphasizgs
unselfishness and the interchangeability of parts. f8ot point
guardTr evon Hughes posts wup 1 nsfid
at the three point | ine. | fs thhe
unselfish basketball and more importantly, it works. The playdrs
have bought into it.

Mil e Kelleybs career exemplpgf
basketball. Kel |l ey, a 6630AI
Kelley was a key member of the Wiscandi9992000 final four
team. His career high in points scored was only 13, but the 1999
Big Ten Defensive Player of the Year was 5 for 5 in the NCAR
semtfinals. Kelley played with determination and desire. He kne
how to put himself in the right positidior a steal, something he
accomplished a school record, 2Zffhesas a Badger. His tenacity
on defense was felt by fans in the upper deck and cheeredl by

.

millions of us Badger fans watching on television.
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A badger is defined as a fierce mammal that vefiaciously
defend its home and family against larger predators. ThediVsn
Badger 6 s atllindemEo Rgan.e 136

Chapter 3
Back to Business

Jim Simpson tried to establish control of the meetifg.o
weeks earlier he had attended Shorewobdgdth S chool 6
ceremony andwatched Matthew Wilson and his teammateg
graduat e. It marked the offi @i a
the Wisconsin State Basketball Champions. The-rinomth ride
with these kids was an unforgettable experiebaéall good things
eventually come to an endonly the fond memories persist. It was
time to get back to work.

ACome on ki ds, 0 |let jWeenegdohd ostt fla r
of here in 45 minute§, amnounced, realizing there was no wagy
would male that deadline. There was a lot of business to cover @nd
| needed to catch up on what was going on in my company |
looked around and realized how lucky | was to have friends ghd
business associates that could be trusteéminded me of the old
adageprhere they go, and | musatch up, for | am their leadér.

Simpson ConstructignLLC had its first weekly Monday
morning staff meeting in several months, at least the first one thht |
attended. There were ten of us and it seemed like nine of them fere
still talking five minutesafter our scheduled start tim@ome things
never changed.

nSall vy, start us of f t el
business. o The format of the fJme

department managers would give a brief sumnedtyeir business
concentrating on financial highlights, new business and projecti@ns
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before opening up the floor for questions. Problems were normdlly
discussed with me in advance, but today was the exception. Jhis
was my first day back in the office.

AWecome back, Ji m. i de

stories for 45 minutes befordq w
erupted in denials from Ken andgreementfrom the other
manages. | knew there was a semblenc of t r ut h but S
that was part of who he is. You had to put up with a little BS onge

in a while, but it was worth it. Ken was my best friend and one pf
the smartest me n knew. | 6ye
puzzles or the Sunday New York Times crossword puzzle fin
minutes. He also possessed a sometimes irritating penchant§ for
spoutingtrivia on just about any subject you could think of. But

also knew | could trust him to bring problems to me that needed fny
attention. He did thionly four times while | was in Milwaukee,

one time being when Sally was having difficulty with he
equipment leasing business. | remembétearl nadlls

AJi m, I see from the internmet
there, 0o dhkem!|l stgart ¢, obvi owslIsp
theme that had spread to high schools throughout the country.

AWho is this speaking?o0 | 4 s k
APresident Bush?o
ANo, this is someone much or
prob em t hat only you c alettinghneengd |
no thasswasadtcall . fAls thifs

ontinue, you have my undi i

|l , Sallyds isndét doi a s
would and | think she might wantdac i nt o our ¢ dmp
shocked. She had not said anything to me in the few times we pad
talked although | realized it had been several weeks since our fast
conversation. It had been only two years since | offered to let Sglly
spin off the leasing busass and form her own company. She hgd
been doing all the work anyway and | felt guilty for taking most @f
the profits. Sally Parkinson was my first hire when | came Jo
Florida 15 years ago and started my equipment leasing busingss.
She started as my assist and gradually grew to a point where shi

a
k
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basically ran the business while | concentrated commercial
mortgage angbroject financing. | wanted her to succeed.
AWhat 6s the problem? The |
$2M a month when we spun it
ATal k to her, Ji m. I hu sshvoeld
hearitf om her . 0O
Al 61 | to;ight. Mayble she just misses our Monday sta
meetings?0 | joked.
AThat mi g ht be <cl oser to
responded before saying good night.

talked for almost an hour before Sally got to the heart of
probl em. AJi m, Il just mi ss y
ot her . ltds not as much fun
ad one. o

Two of Sal | ynadlgondoféon theireowrp taleng
some good clients with them. She had also made a few decis

their name to CIT Vendor Financing. They were now compédting
the same business, but with lower lease rates. She needed the
relationships that our mortgage financing business enjoyed.
AJi m, |l 6d | i ke to come bac
friend?o0
| realized how tough it must be for Sally to ask, but sthauld
have known that |l would never
ASal |l vy, |l et 6s go back to

profit from the other depart
i 1 mére than fair Jim, especially since Roger and Marco &
bably making 10 ti mes wha
to that?o
ou were with me at the b
have a c holilledappyltodhave gobacke
wonot be |l ong and yldwt wiwl
months ago and we were proven right.
AGentl emen, 0 Sally continu
equi pment |l easing business i
help, we have three new capitsources that allow us to compets
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with the big boys for major deals. | am revising my annual forecdst
upward by 45% in revenues which translates to a 30% increasg in
net profit.o

AWhy the squeeze on mar gi nfis?
talking mixorlowed ease r ates?o0

A S o méothoklen. Were bidding a couple big, low margin
deals including a higlpeed internet access system for all Marriogt
hotel s. ltés a $6M doll ar depl,
low because we were competing against CITaBdGCapi t afl . ¢

AWhat 6s the other reason, al
statement that this was only some of the reason.

Sally smiled thinly. Al 6m gfoi
win back the clients my former friends took with them when th¢
qut.So f ar we have gotten seve 0
his brothefin-l aw who owns that truckf ni
next. They donét have the cl en
|l ong. o

A Wi | | you take them btaxlke a sfle ?t
We knew the answer, but Ken wanted to hear it from Sally.

Al f they ask real ni ce, I a n

The wrath ofsomewomen has no limits. | made a note to tal
with Sally later about considering the possibility that bringiregséh

employees for several years before going off on their own. It nefer
hurts to keep an open mind.

AOkay, Roger , your turn. ow
business |l ooking?o

Al 6 m gkeeprthis realshort and simple, Jim, unless Kdn
has a | ot of guestions. o0 He Jkn
reaction from Ken and he 0t

AJust try not use any N g
simple should be easy. o

AfBoyd4,0st eaNoahphng changes, m

ARevenues are up, net ifn s

backl og and expect to close $28
AHow many da&dalss ngr?’ed we askeqg t
of the average size.
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answer ed, | n
rounded off t

see your ma tjh

c o v eMiarcooNoah was # backbone of both our domestic an
international construction business. After some initial problems, fhe
was also one of my most trusted employees. | could count on hirg to

attention. It was aa@pd day when we had hired Marco away fro
the French construction giant, Bouygues.

AShort, I can do. We have i n
only the Chicago convention center is behind schedule. The profect
is getting caught up in zoning issues andtjosl It seems like a

if we placed a call to the yo
| made a note to get together with Marco after the meeting and
get up to speed on the det i s
what 6s going on across the alit e
ASi x pand alleaetgang well. We should be getting |
signoff on the MadridTennisA ena s omet i me nefxt
AExcell ent, does h
AYep, the entire $45 mil i .
AfHodwes new business | ook?0
A We have proposal s on f ou
immi nent. We could use a I|ittlfe
was perfect.
i K egpeaking of new business;hy dondét youfj t
Et hi opi a?d6 | s ntikleedd eaxsp rle sssa w fptsh

thiopia, o AiShlalty ar ep eveet egb.ilf n g
|l es? Ethiopia is nothing jbu
h, c-omdmtarrar , 0 Ken smi |l e[

rtrunity to educat eoutaboattha if i n
thiopia. o

t
E
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| had heard his dissertation and stepped in before Ken ot
rolling. nKen, |l et 6s save th h
conference call at noon. Justg t

Ken was obviously disappointed, buttgo one parting shot.

Al gnorance is bliss, 0 he chi dled
to build afour startourist resorton Lake Tana, just a few miles
from the <city of TiGionndwas Kef§ 8¢t
pouting.

AYou mi ght me n tdi gové us tjusta itttk a
background information,l suggestedi Oh yeah, t hej d
everyone already knows that Lake Tana is an inland lake locatefl in
the Simeon Mountains and is the source of the Nile River, ypu
know the one that dribbles down thghu Egypt, Sudan and the
Mi ddl e East before emptying ifnt

AYoubre kidding me, 0 e X

as Ethiopia. Thatodés their i fjel
Ken smiled; he haé ver yoneds attenti dn

concerns, 0 he said as an rs
has been a cultural center for the region for over 3,000 years, dafing
backtowhen €0

Ken, we donod6t have ti . e |

Where should | begin?c

How about mentioning t h
i's an 1 deal | ocation for r efs o

nOkay, but | yone alseady knows that theke W e r
of the Covenants kept in Axum, Ethiopia and was hidden at thig
Monastery of Daga Stephanos on an island in Lake Tana for sevgral
hundred years after it was t ke
to mysel f admekaizedrigia, bubhie bot theyeadtio
he wanted.

AEt hi opi a! How did the Ark fv
That must be 500 miles from@QJe
AJust a four month boat rijgde
w i podsiblya 200 year layover in monastery orElephantine
sland in Egypt.o

ABut why Ethiopia??od
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Il n the interest in brevity |}l

rainfal]l even though much of}§ t|
will provide you with more information if you buymi | unc h Jo
AHow did we get a job in Et
managerpersisted Al dondt recall
or submitting any bid. o
ATher e was no bi d, Frank. Th
courtesy of a State Department contactthaw Wilson made when
he was in D.C. testifying before Congress alduatWe Kick Ass
programo
AHow do we Rgsanha sgkeeidd? ol s t Ri s
contract?0o
ANot,60si a cost plus cont prfitst |
willbeinthe 5 M r ange. 0
AWow, how much did we give a
ANot hi ng, Frank, although (
ACoach, | dondt take money f gon
wi | | be in position to help e
fiWe also volunteered to donate 10% of grasvenue to local
charities, 0o Ken added.
nOkay, one more item on t hje

hired a vice president of security. She will be responsible fbr
establishing physical securityon project sites, vetting
subcontractors and whatever efl s
AAnyone we know?0 Marco i nqui
ASome of you that have bee \
well; she was my third employee after my secretary Gloria, ahd

0reo kKemi @i, d with his 0

is Lewis?0 Sally said, n .

those of y o u LewisaReed ts@nfo t

Harvard MBA, is fluent in French and Spanish, and has ten yefrs
experience with the DEA and CIA. She Wwed on the Mexico City
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casino job which is what got us started in the internatiorgal
construction business. Sheds fwe
ABut she married Ken, 0 Sal ljy
to | augh. Doesndét that say sjom
trt@ae nl does, 0 Ken gl oat pd.
hail of bull et s t

qguite the way
h in Kends recofll
o work everybody

Wisconsin Kohl Center
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& Chapter 4
Freshman Year
1961 Ohio State Buckeyes

Aut hor 0 %his Nhaftee, :and the other chapters abo
basketball, are mostly fiction. &4t of the names and names ar
correct, but the times and places have been changgstonsin
rosters are jumbled so thakst and present Wisconsin stasuld
be included. The games are fictitious. Most were played in a tifne
when palming the ball, andkang two steps without dribbling, were
traveling violations.

The Badgers were an unknown quantity and picked to finigh
sixth by Big Ten coaches. Matthew Wilson was an unknowvin
guantity. The team featured Christian Steinmetz, a prolific scofer
who averaged5.7 points year and still holds the single ganfe
scoring record of 50 points. Brian Butch was a blue collar powger
forward with an excellent thrjee

High School. Dub b e d t he o6pol ar beafr o
broadcasters, Butch provided the Badgers with size and tenagity
under the basket. The point guard, Wes Mathews was a senior With
three yearsbé experience. do
jack from lllinoi s pl ayed | i ke he 6
inner city game to Wisconsin and dominated much taller players.

As was typical of Wisconsin basketball teams under Ryan, fhe
pre-season schedule was relatively soft, allowing Wisconsin to rack
up victories ad qualify for the yeaend NCAA tournament. Their

University in Milwaukee, and lost 729. Wilson was in foul
trouble throughout the game and finished with only 13 points. Wes
Mathews had sen turnovers and was an anemic three for 14 frg
the field.
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The Badgers finished the pseason eight and one and entergd
the Big Ten conference schedule with high hopes. The opening
game against a mediocre Northwestern team proved to bg a
cakewalk as th Badgers got off to a fast start and won by 18. Th@y
followed this with victories against Penn State, Michigan arfd
Indiana before running up against a tough lllinois team in Assem@ly
Hall. They lost by seven points as they were unable to handle ghe
lllini press and athleticism under the basket. Matthew had P8
points, but got little help on the front line as Steinmetz and Butgh
fouled out witha total of only 13 points and eight rebounds

The following week Big Ten favorite#3 ranked Ohio State
Buckeyescame to Madison. It was the Badgers first big test. Thgy
were more than up to it as they easily beat the Buckeyés,74
playing smothering defense highlighted by full court press for the
entire gameThe home crowd maintained a deafening roakes
Siekel made 5 of 6 three pointers and finished with 26 points ahd
eight assists. Matthew was held to seven points but contributedgsix
steals and 17 rebounds. Al anjdo
inside against the taller Buckeyes and fincgshgth 19 points ad
15 boardslt was a great victory for the young Badgers.

Wi sconsinds record was 22 4¢gnd
Ten tournament which they won handily; beating Minnesoth,
lllinois and Michigan State, an upset winner over Ohio Statbe
semifinals.

Wisconsin was ranked #4 in the national polls and awardeq a
#1 seed in the Southern regional. Ryan would have preferred to

recruitingMost of Ryanés recruits an
The Balgers won their two district games easlyd advanced

to the round of 16 in Atlanta where thesere paired againghe

University of NevadalLas Vegas. The Running Rebels came oft

hot, hitting their first seven shots, and quickly took a6lléad

before the Badgers slowly crept back. Tim Locum got inf

immediate foul trouble against the fast UNLV guards and ws

replaced by a promisinigeshman, Jordan Taylor. Jordaad a well

rounded, alcourt game,and today he showed the nationa
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television audience why he was such a prized recruit. He finisiged
the game with 23 points and 10 rebounds and led the Badgers o a
12 point victory. Mattew contributed 18 points and 14 reboundg.
Tucker led all scorers with 23 points.

In the round of eight, the Badgers were matched against Big
East power, Louisville, coached by Denny CrunThe Badgers
jumped off to a quick start and easily beat the Calslirzil-66,
despite33 points from Reece Gaines and 22 frierancisco Garcia
one of the fewactive players from the Dominican Republi¢/es
Unseld was held to 12 points and ten reboufdse Wisconsin
Badgers were in the Final Four.

Their first game wasgainst UCLA, the No. 1 seed from the
West. Unlike recent UCLA teams that were dominatedAlly
American centers Lou Alcindor and Bill Walton, this team featurdd
two power forwards David Meyers and Curtis Rowe. Ryan kne
that Christian Steinmetz and Bri&utch needed to have big game
inside if the Badgers were to compete. Wisconsin jumped off tq a
quick start and Matthew completely shut down Rowe who was hgld
to 11 points. His running mate, David Myers, the consensus 4l
American and future #1 draft piack the Milwaukee Bucks, had 26
points and 16 rebounds but it was not enough as Wiscorgin
prevailed, 8632. Steinmetz had a garhéggh 28 points anducker
contributed 17 points and 17 rebounds.

Wisconsin advanced to the finals where they were matched

four other starters that would go on to play pro basketbBaln
Havlicek, a member of the NBA Hall of Fame, Mel Nowell, Jog
Roberts and Larry Siegfried. The sixth man for the Buckeyes vgas
Bob Knight, future coach of the Indiana Hoosiers.

Havlicek was a great defemsi player incollege andhe NBA
andset his minl to shutting down Matthew Wilson. He succeedep
for the first 35 minutes an®SU led by seven pointsith seven
minutes to play At that point, Matthew had four fouls and six
points on 3 of 12 shooting as Havlicek had a hand in his facefon
every shot attept. The leading scorers for the Badgers wele
Alando Tucker with 16 and Christian Steinmetz with 15 points, Bt
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Rand fouled out with seven minutes to go. It was time for Matth¢
to step up and he did. Matthew scored the next 12 points for fhe

this situation, which irthis instance was freshman Jordan Tayloj.
Only 60610, Tayl or scored mosty o
but to this point had been stjif
stop Ryan from calling his number for the final play.

AMatt hew, |tgJlertan at the topbo&the circle. Bria

hard right and you should have an easypayu Let 6 s e X | c L
The play worked toperfection although not as originally

ball swished through the basket. The Wisconsin Badgers wgre
National Champions for the first time sm 1941.5,000 Badger
fans poured ato the floor to congratulate their heroes.
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Chapter 5 - Ethiopia

Lake Tana

The search for the Ark of the Covenant began in Ethid{sa,

Marco and | flew Ethiopian Airlines from Zurich and arrived i

Et hi opi ads capit ol tanodnfrono20,008dd i
feet, the city of five milliorpeople looked like most European citie
with new skyscrapers and roads signaling the progress @nd
revitalization effort that w@s
that we saw this was mostly a mirages vide made our way to our
hotel, it was evident that living conditions and the economy I
much to be desired.

inabi g desert with no readaloutdn §T h
Western newspapeisnd medi a account s. I
ignorance, butthtad s what it was.

Instead, | was surprised to learn that my preconceptions Mid
little to justify the diverse and traditiemch culture of a country
credited with being the o&éorifgi
evidence of civilization dating back 3,208ayrs. Yes, there still are
periodic famines in the plains bordering Somalia on the East &nd
Sudan on the West that are mostly inhabited by Muslim Arabs who
constitute 45% of Et hi opi adsf 7
high central plateau inhabited pmmly by Catholics that runs
through the center of the cogynt
to 10,0006 and moderate tempgra
The Simien Mountains reach elevations exceeding 15,000 feet, Just
prior to plunging into the &at Rift Valley that dissects the platea
This is where Addis Ababa and Lake Tana are located.

My guidebook told me that Ethiopia is now a Federal repubfic
divided into nine regions. Their last emperor of the Solomorf§c
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Dynasty, Haile Selassie |, was otleown in the 1974 revolution

He wasplaced under house arrest dater found strangled to death

in the palace basement. What caught my eye was his claim to fgave
the Divine Right to govern based upon his royal bldée wasthe

225" direct descendantdm the dynasty of Menelik son of the
Queen of Sheba and King Solomon of Jerusalem. Even the nfost
radical revolutionaries that overthrew his dynasty and lager

as fact.
AWow, 0 diodv ydu sRo | e
guidebook. Al thought the Quejlen
AMaybe she is,0 Ken sai wifjt h
me | wasnot goi ng Sanectpmtthatdahe @i r
Queen of Sheba \thigpian $tikhdthers sayshef w a
i's real, but question w
AWhat do you think?0 | asked,
A T h er eplethosa of ahistorical evidence of a Jewish
Ethiopian connection. & likely that Menelik broughthe Ark of
the Covenant o Et hi opi a. 0
AYoudr e ki drdcalinggthatevehing s gdardago in
Fat her Seands ®Rbsamasked us f losk fot theg t
Ark whilelwe areh er e ? 0
AYep, it mi g ht even be athte al
Ark is 300 miles from here in a church in Axum, but some beliege
it was moved into hiding just before the rlb®ok control of the

city. LakeTana s one of the places I r
AWhy Lake Tana?o
ABecause this i s wiave tha thenarin l
waskept for several hundred years before it was taken to Axum.
Al thought you said Meneld] t
ANo | didnot ; |l just said tpha
be there now, but Kdreinteerei The Arlofu |
es
t hat Axum wa s thi@d hurfdrediypadlséatko u n t i§l
ASo, are the stories about M €
and Sheba true?o I per s emnieg 4d,

hopelessly confused.
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fiProbably; mostEthiopian Jews today are desdants of
Menel i kds bodygu a thd Balashas lihat setthec
around Lake Tana | ong befor
aware that the Falashas are indigenous to thésaaré are known as
the Black Jews of Ethiopia?od

AEnough, 0O I sai d. AKen,
headache. 0

ASorry, Jim, but itds

checked out.
The correlation between the losirk of the Covenantand
Ethiopia was indeed real and thieeory that the Ark was oce

many respected scholars. Graham Hangcothis bookThe Sign
and The Seapositst hat t he Ark was sto
many islands and protected by the Black Jews of Ethiopmatralce

Ethiopiaalsoanswers the question; why take the Ark to Ethiopid:
The obvious answer is; because this is where it would be safe f
marauding conquerors that captured Jerusalem and dlog
Sol omonbés Temple many ti me€
when the Babylonians oustdte Jewsrom Jerusalenm 587 BC.

city of Gondar, an area noted to be the cultural center of
Falashasor Black Jews. | still had many questions in my mi
about the Ark. What better place to start than in this region

getting our resort project going came first and took most of my ti
ove the next two months.
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Marco divided the project into five components with the resdgyt
construction as the focal point. The four other tasks were desigfed
to improve the infrastructuréo support the new resort. Thi
included roads, public utilities and dusing to support the
construction crews

First, we needed to identify why tourists would come to thi
Lake Tana area. We huddled with local leaders from Gondar gnd
surrounding communities and compiled a list of tourist attractiong |
was amazed at the fgiera of attractions that Lake Tana offers. Thig

industry as more than 1,400 tons of fish are taken from Bahar @ar
annually, but the lake also had the potential for sport fishirg
swimming, water skiing and canoe rides using the papyees

sand from the Somalia desert to build a-wite long, fifty yard
deep, white sand beach surrounding a 200 foot fishing pier andi80
dip marina.

The 37 small islands dotting Lake Tana contain countlgss
tourist attractions for anyone interested in the rich history of tifis
region. There are active monasteries or churches on 19 of thql 37
islands, many resting on earlier religious sitesitig back almost
four thousand years. Tana Qieqos Island contains a rock wherefthe
Virgin Mary rested on her journey back to Egypt. Tana Kirkds
Island is where Graham Hancock believes the Ark rested for 800
years before being taken to Axum. Frumentius, witooduced
Christianity to Ethiopia,s buried on Tana Chergos; Dag#éhd is
the resting site of St. Stephanos and five emperors that can tface
their lineage to King SolomomM)ek Island contains the tombs of
several emperors in the Solomonic line.

A T Ipassibility foroneday tours and r:
Marco gushed. ARnBoth Jews Cr
their origins. o

nNot to mention that ar chepol

and fossils dati ng addadc n
s area has plenty &0 off efr

Adamu, our Ethiopian project manager had another suggestgpn.

AhWhy not set u p Gearginbhamd other lakesideii c
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villages surrounding the lakeBvery small village has its own
story. o

fiGood idea, AdamuWhat about Arkk e | at ed acpt i
continued Hdiv can we take advantage of the stories that the ARk
mi ght have been kept here forfl h

Adamut hought for a few momentys
is only 300 kilometrs away and is one of the last remaining areps
where the Falashas still practice their religion the old way. They §ire
famous for their Timket Festival which uses Tabots to represent jhe
tablets containing the 10 conjma

t he correl ati on, bef or e Cc a
Bible, the tablets containing the 10 commandments were the gole
contents of theArk of the CovenantThe fact that Tabots are a

traditions of the Arkoés jour njey
Als there any way we etrace thé
journey?o
Altds possibl e, but 1t woulfd

assuming they di dancéuple rundeeg yeadsnj E
Ken replied with his n &
smile.

AHow about t wo or t hr Adamu dffa y
suggested. ATheir Timket festfi v
A Gr e atAreitltbee aany other tourist attractions that wg
havendét discussed?0 | amgked, Jtr
Adamuhad another suggestion. AT
south and the home of the Blue Nile Falls where Lake Taha

| ssat, which means O6Water tbhat

feet and is one of thiargestwaterfalls in the world. The hike is

beautiful and the area is famous Burke watching. Kids can swim

under the falls 1 f they avoi df t
Al 61 I pass, o0 | replied.



@Phenom 37

AYoudre from Florida, 0 tKignf o
more than manatees, just a | ifgtt
ASi ze matt er drawing droans &snpMancaaad

Ken.

AMoving on, what about t hejj c
there would be a way to take jad
coffee productionAre there any coffee plantations tourists coull
visit?o
Twenty minutes later we were out of ideas, but satisfied thay if
we built it, the tourists would come.

Here Come the Badgers
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& Chapter 6
Sophomore Year
1976 Indiana Hoosiers

Ryands recruiting skills to ggoo
Ryandés style didnét appeal t o

with most of his recruits coming from Wisconsin, lllinois an
Minnesota. Ryan was the first Wisconsin coach to heavily recriit
Minnesotaarea and had a steady stream of talent from Joe Bryar§ to
Jon Leuer and Jordan Taylor.

Wisconsin history and went on to a successful NB#eer.
Mathews would be the pointguadn |l v 66106, he n c
the 606110 Kevin McHal e. er

move to forward where he e
Kim and Kerry Hughes. The t wiflns
interchangeable offensélhey both could play away from the
basket and nail the516 | u mAsfter @ micetNBA career, Kim
would later go on to become head coach for the L.A. Clippejs.
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Ryan still needed a center, and found Al Henry who would havq a
nice career as a Badger. Ni c KIn a
190 pounds, was a gdascorer and a tremendous wingspan thht
allowed him to play taller than his height.
The season opened with a tournament in Alaska; the Grat
Alaskan Shootout. Wisconsin hatteadyplayed an AAU team and
an intenational team but these would not count ithe NCAA
standings. The Great Alaskan Shootout was their first real test fjind
it would be a good one because 18 of the 24 teams that were inited
had been ranked in the top 23 t
youth and inexperience, and the stellar cefitipn, it was not
surprising that the Badgers lost in the second round and then fost
again in the 5th place consolation game.

The team started to come into form as the badgers settled pto
the easy part of its schedule. They finished December on a 1pll,
highlighted by a 15 point home win agaidarquette the team

thought.

Matthew took a different approach this year. Asesliiman he
had been surrounded by good players and content to contriljute
assists, rebounds and occasional scoring; whatever the team negded.
He finished the sason averaging a respectable piints and 12
rebounds. This year he was asked to provide moensdf and was
averaging 23 points heading into the tough Big Ten schedule. Chio
State, Purdue, Indiana and Michigan State were all ranked in theftop
25.
Wisconsin finished the Big Ten schedule 13 and 5, in thifd
place behind, Purdue, led by Glenn RobinandTerry Dischinger,
and undefeatedndiana Big wins over Ohio State and Michiga
State were tempered by upset losses to Minnesota and lllinois. Still,
third place in a tough conference was a good way to enter the Big
Ten tournament.

The Badgers got renge against lllinois in the opening rounc
as Matthew scored 31 points, the fifth time he had scored over§30
points. However, Michigan led by center Juwan Howard, ag§d
lightening fast Rickey Green, shocked the Badgers in round tWo,
winning by 18 points. Wisonsin came out flat and was routed b
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the Wolverines. Howard had 31 points and Michigan, peakingjat
the right time, played their best game of the season.

The Badgers could do nothing but wait to see how it would
affect their NCAA seeding. No one was pused when they were
given a four see@nd sent to the Western Region where the t@p

meeting before the first game at the large UCLA pawistadium.
ANobodyds giving us mudlbelieeefin o
thisteam.et 6 s give 100% and see wha
Matthew kicked his game up another notch. He carried the
team on his back, scoring 33 and 36 points as the Badgers egsily
defeatd Pepperdine and Oklahoma State to redoh Sweet
Sixteenwhere they were matched against UNLV, the No. 3 seqd.
Jerry Tarkanianés Running Relel
paid little attention to defense. Predictably, it was a high scorifig
game. Theoutcomewould come down to one factor; which tea
was willing to step up and play defense?

Larry Johnson erupted for 26 in the first half, continually usirfg
his 6670, 250 pound body to dget

Matthew took it upon himself to shut him down. Johnson, destingd
to be the #1 overall pick i n
three free throws in the second half and the Badgers prevailed 303
97. Devin Harris finished with 3goints to lead all scorers.

against the No. 1 regional seed, UCLA, featuring-tince All-
American Gale Goodrich. Wes Mathews put the clamps pn

Goodrich and Harris scored 21 poinkm Hughes had20 points

Final Four.

The semifinal was a matchup against Ggetown who easily
won the Big East regular season and yavad tournament. They
were seeded #2 overall behind the Indiana Hoosiers. The Hayas
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were big and talented, featuring twin towers Patrick Ewing ajd
Alonzo Mourning and lightening fast Michael Jacksat guard.
Ewing didnot d red a gaipeohigheBpoirdsson & G
combination of dunks and shofrt
Matthew, Harris and Wes Matthews all scored over 20 points dnhd
Henry and Hughes combined for 26 rebounds against ijgerb
Hoya front line. It was a dominating display of basketball as tfe
Badgers pulled away at the fiveinute mark for a 12 point victory.
After the win, the players stayed and watched Indiana easily defgeat
the North Carolina S#at d oWo IBigp &
and David Thompson. Legend hgd
touch the top of the backboard from a standing jump. He scored7,
but it was not enough.

Indiana was undefeated and coached by the legendary Bob
Knight, the former Ohio Statelgyer and Army coach. The
Hoosiers sported three Almericans; Kent Benson, who would be
the 1st overall pick in nex
shooting forward and Quinn Buckner, one of the best defensjve
guards ever to play the game of basketbdlihough giving away

five inches, Quinn Buckner accepted the assignment of guarding
Matthewwhot r i ed t o take advantagej] o
was constantly double teamed by Benson. Combined, they Held
Matthew to only 11 points, but that was \alisconsin needed. With

the defense packed inside to stop Matthew Wilson, Kim Hugles

Wisconsin Badgers won their second national championship186

This championship was more satisfying Matthew than the
previous yearbds victory. Las )
the final shot, while this year the accolades went to his teammajes.
Matthew could care less. There is no | in TEAM, astehe way
Matthew Wilson play®asketball.
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Chapter 7
Father McGinnis - Somalia

AJi m, y ou h av anncanceds she interrupted § G«
our project meeting. Ken and | had arrived yesterday and weje
getting an update from Marco and his five local project managers

AGail, we wo n 6dn hdureCadibwai? Wneisje
it?0

AfiHe says he is an ol d i 4nd
Mc Gi nni s. O

AFat her Sean, why didnot u
my chair.

Al think she just did, o | bhiea
was alreadyhehi ng f or the door. AGuYys,

AFat her Sgaeat wh atr mal graspedis ;
arms. AWhat brings you to Ethfi o

il was i n t he 0 atopeaad vaesinvdth anfold pi g |
friend. ©

AWhat are you wlmrediiing that thia Asit § |
mi ght be more than just a coffnc
in Rhodesia. o

quite alotl 6ve been in Ethiopia f(q@r
Somalia desert aredhe people in that region have a hard timg
making a go of it.o

Al havenot been down theref m
grim st ortiyesda nlgebrso ugsnembéed readling §i t
stories about famine and uprissigagainst local government
offici al s . ADonot mo s t of the 2 0 |
Somal i ans?0o0

AThey do, and thatods part of f

thirst.o
AHow can | hel p?0
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AWel |, I hawvor & ask. Canmmveeltdlk abdout it a
l unch?o
)|d
times including that night at his church when the Ark explodejl.
AWhat ever happened with I
find out what cause t he expl osi on? | 6vje
wonodot give me a straight er
A | bet he told you somethi g
Fat her Sean replied. AThatds fwh
AExactl vy, but there has to jjbe
whod anned the whole thing hav t
AWel | |, they admit t hat t hey
effects, but claim to have no idea why the fire started or howjit
could have exploded | i ke it i d

dthey say why they did t
m, h ow noow labou the hystory and legend
ounding the Ark?09
Ove read a fair amount ain d
s say that the Ark might have been hidden on Tana Kirflos
ore it was shipped to Axu
I wo usmgsit&d fastif | were yorhere is evidence to
support the theory that the Ark was broughthe Lake Tana area
for safekeeping. But, | was askingybu are familiar with some of
the legends surrounding how the Ark was created. Specificafy,
thereis a viewpoint that Moses was basically a magician wifo
created the Ark as a means to control his people. All the powers
attributed to the Ark were | upst
A Wo w, how could he have donge
fiPossibly,Moses was trained by theest. He was adopted into

()]
c
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are tricks that were told many tismen that era and attributed to
many others as well as Moses.fo

A | had nevedr |heaadrndi tttheadt. i a
with theArk of the Covenarit 0

AWel | |, there werenot any to
instructed Moses to build the Ark and supedly gave Moses the
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specific dimensions. Critics point out that the dimensions agd
construction of the Ark, including the pelmgs to carry the Ark, is
al most identical to artifactsg f
centuries earlier. o
Al 6 mnostt islulr e what youodre t
AWel | |, t heol oArk was avehitlefbriGed/te gt h
communi cate with man. &Aa Arlkaias @ r n
nothing more than a mamade creation and all the powers
attributed to the Ark are nothing moreath black magic. Moses

tumbling the walls of i :
Al s this whatvasfeaing a littke bit likevackid @ |
asking his parents if there really is a Santa Cldus, already
knowing the answer.
ANoO, of course not, o0 Fathe

‘N

the topic.

AOkay, doesnot o]
of fered. A you and Matfth
ALet me c o u nRather Seasaid sofilys changingd
into his priedt y rol e. AATr e y ou mi

Commandment ?0

AOf cour se; ol am the Lord Jth
gods b edparroteng theewords | had memorized many yeafs
ago.

AnGood, n o wntophe tperspektieesof putting a false
idol on the Ark, particularly the fatted calf, as these kids did. It wis
blasphemy. Remember, Moses lived in a time when Jews still mjde
animal sacrifices to appease their idols. Wien have time, take a
trip to the Falasha village near Gondar. You can see for yourslf
how I mportant blood sacrificejs

Aildd | ove to, o | sai d seri dus
to get that evening out of my head. | would like to learn more abgut
the Ark. Maybe we could take a trip to Gondar?
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Father Sean must have been waiting for an opportunity to @sk
his favorideadhiiEmcel d@&nbe t o
fini shed my watkralhout Bharing a littléd ket tofdtie

sure could use a little.o
now we get to the hedrt
Al gat her y ou s b me
ompl i shed. 0
we do. 0

Matt hew want ss ndxtoweek eHe tlreagy Hhas

st of the permits and appr ofjva

Matthew, 0 | thought my s |

AFat her , tell me what dn o
Ken and Marco to start working on this so we can be ready tojgo
when Matthew gets here. o

noOkay, but we need to keepftt
Egyptians havenot signed off oI
Riverisfundamentat o t hei r economy. O

AHave they been tol d?0o

il think Matthew wiofarrhation hbowk ¢ t
the i mpact upon water fl ow beffo

AnOkay, |l etds see what the rfam

me | i ke a | ong, l ost friend. A C
to see mel gather thismudlar co, 0 he sai d 5
hands.i tjokto see you again. Coach has told me a lotof

he was leading my high school to a State basketball cloamsi h i §p .

AWe heard a I|ittle about yd@u
you real | y wWhelguestianprowdedta parféctosegue.

il hope we have the opport@ni
replied, taking advantage of the opportunity to get down
businessin Fat her Sean tells me yo t
ideas on how we can get this jdo
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AWe have some i ¢ i
the Egyptians wil i i . o u
Peter. o

Matt hew di dhecéhallenge, & indtead took &
conciliatory tone. nWel | |, h a
| f we canot cC ome up wi t h m €
everyone, then it candt be dojne

Three days later we had a workablarp a combination of a
new dam and riverbed that would route the water to the lowlargds
where a 160 diameter [ w

below the Blue River Falls and senater to the desert only during
the 68 month rainy season. The impact on water flow to Egypt

fall an estimated twohree meters from its current maximum dept
of 15 meters. This in turn would reduce the size of the lake by 18%

would need to be extended, but this would have a-teng
positive impact upon the tourist economy.

Al candt speak for everyonef O
a winwin for everyone. Matthew, can you sell this to th
Egyptians?09

Al 61 | d oCoacty Your &ant certainly did your job
well . o

Cairo. Ken told me later that they could now appreciate what | Had
told them about Matt hew. AHefl n
always had the feeling that he was a step ahead of us, that hejhad
already thoughof it and was just waiting for us to come up wit
the I dea. Do you know what | me

i 1 novk exactly what you mean.learned that early in my
coachingdays.Hewst r ue | eader . 0

AHe i s also smarter than yoju,
satisfactionfi | never thought Il woul b
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you wonot get an
Nl threw in the
Monks on Tana Kirkos.

di dnot real i ze | t alnsostsevern ¢
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Devin Harris

@Chapter 8
Junior Year - The 50 year Drought
1968 UCLA Bruins

The tweatime defending NCAA champion Wisconsin Badgerg
entered the third yeNMorb6imtlienddatfit h
despite the fact that Coach Bud Foster needed to replace pour
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starters. Fortunately, he had several talented players to choose ffom.
Mi chael Finl ey, a 60670, heavQ |\
Park, lllinois, would eventually leav@/isconsin as their all time
leading scorer, before beginning a successful NBA career. §he
other forward was Kirk Penney, from New Zealand. Twice namd
all big-ten, Penney helped lead the Badgers to the 2000 Final Fogr.
The center was Joe Franklin, a lobaly from Madison Central
High School, who averaged 22.7 points in 1968, and a team higt§ 27
rebounds against Purdue. Franklin was a superb athlete who w@uld
eventually be drafted by both the Milwaukee Bucks and Dallgs
Cowboys. Mi ke OO0 Mm®a secondvplace finislejd
in 662 and the upset against JOh
His backup was lightninguick, Jim Bowen, from Reedsburg
Wisconsin.

The Badger season began with two exhibition gangasénat
AAU teams and a close call agat SW Missouri Statdefore
departing forPuerto Rico in San Juati.was already evident that
Franklin and Finley would become future stars. Both played wgh
poise and confidence not usually seen in freshmen. All five starfers
averaged in double figureas the Badgers won thé Ti p D f f
tournamentasily, whippingGeorgia Tecgn the finals 8563. With

teammate$ willing to do whatever was necessary to win.

Wisconsin capped a great ggeason with a hard fought victor
over Wisconsin for the second consecutive year. The game Was
played in the Milwaukee Bradley Center where Marquette seld@m
loses. The lead switched hands sixes in the final two minutes
before Penney hit a #dot jumper at the buzzer foa 7271
victory. The Badgerentered the Big Ten conferenseason with a
perfect 100 record andanked No. 3 in the nation.

The Badgersvon their first four conference gas before the
injury bug hit. Joe Franklin went up for a rebound against Indiaha
when a smaller player took his feet out from under him causing Hfm
to come down hard on his back. Season ending surgery Was
performed the next week. Fortunately, Wisconsin adjood
replacement . Greg Sti ems ma, a
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Randolph, Wisconsin, got his opportunity and made the most of§it.
He woul dndét score | ike FrankIfin
and hard work. Wisconsin finished the Big Ten season with t
losses for the second consecutive year; a ihot® defeat to
highly regarded Michigan and a fagoint loss to Ohio State.

The Badgers were ranked No. 2 in the country as they heafled
into the Big Ten tournamentichael Finley and Kirk Penney were
playing great basketball and Stiemsma was turning intofa
dominating center with a smooth jump shot from ten to fifteen feft.
The point guard play was solgjid
combined 3.4 assists to turnover. They took care of the ball. §he

them in the Midwest regionThe initial two gameswould bein
Mi | waukee, providing Badger 6§ f ¢

court advantage. The Badgersreven top form as they easily
defeated a she hocked Bob Hugginods JCi
opening round by 38 points. It was the first time the University pf
Cincinnati had been in the NCAA tournament since Osdar
Robinson dominated basketball in the [at® 6 0 6 s . Finlgey
to lead all scores and Bowen chipped in with 16 points, 12 assjsts
and five steals. The district championship game was against Gedrge
Mason University out of the Colonial Athletic conference and aggin
Wisconsin won easily, this tien by 22 points. Mathew led all
scorers with 24 points followed by Finley and Stiemsma with ¥9
apiece. The Badgers advanced to the Sweet Sixteen tournamept in
Chicago.

The opener was against Miami of Ohio who qualified for the
tournament for only the secdntime in school history. The
Cinderella story for the Tartans ended quickly as the Badgprs
showed no mercy and crushed the upstarts; 83. Mi a mi C
have the height or brawn to compete with the Badgers on phe
backboards. Finley and Matthew dominateside, each scoring 24
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points and grabbing 12 rebounds. Joe Franklin played for the fst
time since his injury and contributed 12 points and five reboundgin
limited action. It was a good sign.

Wi sconsinods poi nt of Vi ew. h e
pouredin 37 points to lead Wisconsin to an easy633victory. The
Badgers were headed to the NCAA Final Four for the thijd
consecutive year.

The NCAA Final Four was in St. Louis and the Badgers wege
matched against the Houston Cougars who had given the #ddraigk
UCLA Bruins their only defeat of the year. The Cougars were |g§d
by Elvin Hayes who scored 44 points in their ra@hson victory
over Lou Alcindor and UCLA to break the Bruins 73 game winnirg
streak. He was unstoppable as he poured in 47 points agansy t
Badger s, but it wasnot enoud@h
teammates. Mike Kelley, defensive specialist, came off the berfich
and held Clyde Drexler to six points and seven tuen® Penney
and Finley ha®0 points for the Badgers who won easily despit
off day by Matthew Wilson. Matthew was held to 16 but Wiscon
was in the NCAA finals for the third consecutive year.

The Badgers opponent would be the eheaten UCLA Bruins
coached by John Wooden. Despite Wisconsin being-titwe
defending NCAA chmpions, Las Vegas made UCLA a five poi
favorite. Led by Lou Alcindor, who many believe was greatept

averaged in double figures; Lucius Allen, Mike Warren, Jr., Li
Shackelford and seor Mike Lynn. It would be a formidable test

a great game if the Badgers hoped to win.
Unlike other highly touted games, this game lived up o

expectations. Stiemsma and Franklin were nachéor the more

Badger centers 36, but Penney and Finley took up the slaci,
scoring 18 and 22 poi nts refpe
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Matthew led Wisconsin with a team high 28 points asy thvent

down to the final 30 seconds tied at 87 points apiece. UCRA
inbounded the ball from underneath its own basket and atteraptdd
lobpass o Lou Al cindor who atballz 682 o
To his surprise a hand went up with him and defledtedbiall to a

Wi sconsin teammate. It was 05

the game.
O6Meara brought t he dtimédutandpj c
fed Franklin at the free throw line. There were four seconds on ghe

good until it caughthe back of theron and bounded high off the
rim. Fans were preparing themselves forrawee until they saw

descent, and lay it gently over the rim as time expired.

John Wooden would say later that David Thompson of
State was the only other player who could have maaléth p| &y .
swear his hand was over t hel t
muttered to himself, shaking his head in amazement. e
Wisconsin Badgers were NCAA champions for the thir@l
consecutive year.
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St . Mar y6s odld azdi newin the houtskic lof
Axum, Ethiopia. The church ishe purported resting place of the
Ark of the Covenant. The new church, built by King Haile Selassje
was built in the 1960s to replatiee original church built in AD
372, making it possibly the first Christian churchAinica.
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Chapter 9
Axum T Home of the Ark

Delays in theLake Tana resort projeetere causedin large
part bythe commercial fishing industry, a giant business in Ba

Three species dish are harvested; African catfish, Nile tilapia an

a fish endemic to this region called the Labeobarbus. These |z

extinction of this uniqué.abeobarbusspecies which had dwindled
in population by 75% since the fishery was built in 1988.

periods. As a result, it took almost three years to obtain the per

necessary to complete the water front portion of the resalt &

marina.

work would slow to almost a standstill. | tried to free up more ti
for Marco, but to no avalil.
A Mar c o, reakfreefyom the lbake Tana project for si

in Switzerland. o

Il would | ove t o,

|l ong. How about

t he sclsioenetonwa i tul |

candt you delegate?
are sharp, but theéeyt
against their culture to give orders and assume responsibility. |
leave them with specifinstructions to get something done an

Dar where more than 1,400 tons of fish are harvested annusa

r
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trust them to get it done, but work will stop as soon as they hi§ a
snag. o0
Al under stand. You know, er
back home too. 't just seems §l i
AMaybe whgat&ery ant col onyf ne
concluded.

AOkay,-bgeeehodl l see X t
meetings in Addis Abba Y
coupl e days. Do you need anytghi

ANOt unl ess you temanh with you,uw | B 0 |
look forward to the company. It gets pretty boring over here. s
you know, the night | ife here n

Ken and | usually visited the project about once a mong,
mainly to meet with government officials in AddisbBa. The
meetings usually lasted only a few hours before we headed to Ljpke
Tana to get an wupdate allr ¢
meeting because Matthew had told me we were getting closd to
getting permission from the fishing industry to buwld Lake Tana.
| was disappointed again.

AEventually weoll get the ger

Tana. nAt Ide asot ptahye yu sa groere t h 0
AWhy did you offer t o [ ( I

received agahead by the e e
sounded al most | i ke a
il prefer to use th (o
do everything by he book, but t
little incentive. Besides, the money would go back to th iopin
government , not any of fi [ 4 [o]
ADo you really believe thatg?o0
about our meetings. i Tchfenpel thee f e
money back to their own pockefts
AHow cynical, 0 Ken said [
AAny probl ems we shoul d k

asked, changing the subject?
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A Not real |l vy,

complain about. o
AWel | |, Ken and | are going
a Falashapriest care to join us?o0
ASure, why not. |l s there a
il 6ve wantsedf otro tdwo tyheiar sowal

thousand miles from Israél.
AGood question. o

families. AWhy did the men

ASome | eft because of t he
religious persecution. Jews and Christignsalong for hundreds of
years, but this changed in 19%Whenmilitants overthrew Emperor
Haile Selassie, putting an end to the Solomonic dynasty. There
|l ess than 10,000 Fal ashas

We spent six hours with thBalasha priestvho described a
preTalmud Jewish faitbasedon t he Ol d Test 4
eat the meat of animals dying of natural causes or any meat slai
a gentile. They worshipped sacred groves of trees and
significantly, still performed blood sacrifice to théord, a practice
that had been outlawed by King David since 600 BC.

Al'tés | i ke they have been
touch with current Jewi sh

Holy of Holies, where only higltould enter.Each inner chamber
contained a &@bot, the centerpiece of their worship.

AAl I churches i n Etphastoepliedain g
response to our ques on s . AEach church
containing a Tabot t hat
copies, of course. The originahTb ot i1 s

AMay we see it, o
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AOh no, onl yprieshigallowed ® see the Tabobfr
It is brough out only once a year during the Timkat ceremony
January. o

| decided to ask theriest anotherquestion that had been
bot hering me . ARTher e ar e ruppor
descendants of Menelik I, the son of King Solomon and the Quden
ofShebal s t here any truth to thaft

AOh yes, our ancestors tell m
|l 6m not sure that the Queen f
but the stories are true. It is documented in & tBntury
manuscript called the Kebidagast which is sacred to Ethiopia
beliefs. o0

We were quiet during the ride home, lost in our own thoughfs,
befoer Mar co br oke tthe questiand a&bout the f
Queen of Sheba, Ji m?o

AWel | |, I find it i nterest. g
years before Christ, and apparently have a different lineage entifely
than the Jews in Eastern Ethiopia. Their skin color is a smodkh,
bronze color, different than fmo

Al still donét get it, o0 Marfo

Kencametany r escue. Al magine hRhvi
587 BC and needing a new place to hideAhke of the Covenant
What better place than somewhere where there already is a Jejvish
community that will guard it. If the Falashas are indeed dirdet
descendants dfi ng Sol omon, it makesf Ef
possess the Ark much more belfi e

nlt certainly explains thefjr
possible reason is there for a race of breskiened Jews to be in
Ethiopia, still practicing a pr600 BC Jewish faith that allows
blood sacrifices. The story about being bldime& descendants of
Menel i k |1 makes sense, 0 | [
order . nlt also fits the ti efll |
to about 900 BC which coici des wi th how ofl d
woul d have been. Moses died ifn

ANot to confuse things, 0 Ken
many people believe there is also a story about Solomon havirg a
child with the Queen o fstfhealbfa 6
source of the Sol omonic empi rfe.
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AFor real 20 | asked.
AScout crosknoymerar t , 0 K é&aughipmralouthi is e
Marco was stil/|l confused. We

andwhat does that have to do wj t]l

AWor shiping a Tabot i s Ako off i
the Covenant 0 Ke n efA gdbatiisnaesmnall board that
represents the stone tablets containing the Ten Commandmentgithat
God gave Moses on Mousinai. They worship the word of God,
not the Ark. o

AAnyone care to fly e X
January 18 We i als
Al dm in, O :

of the lostArk of the Covenantbhad a hold on me.
ASo am |, but remeeThdriestclagnedhat i I

from Jerusalem before the 58F§
destroyed by the Babyl oni ans.}o

AWhere was it for 117 year sfo
Al n Ax u mandweldatentatively.

ANOt i kel y; archeol ogi sts Jsa
200 BC, o Ken r e p | priestds. corrdcA sbewt fni r
receiving the Ark in 470 BC, there still is a 300 year gap betwegn
when it left Israel in 587 BC and arrived@o ndar . Whe § e

AYoubre right, Mar co. Gr a h ajm
The Sign and the Seal, that the Ark was already gone from fhe
Temple when Josiah ascended to the Jewish throne in 640 BAY In
626 BC Jeremiah asked where it was 622 BC dsiah asked the
Levite Priess to put it back in the house that Solomon buil}
Hancock believes the Ark was taken sometime during the reigrj of
King Manasseh. If Hancock is correct, the gap is closer to 2D0
years. o

Al 6m | mpressed, O Ke n, altheughplofh d «
knew he was at least a little bit surprised | had pulled these factsfout

of my memory bank.



& Phenom 59
AFurther mor e, you might bef st

ninety feet long and 30 featide, the exact dimensions given in the
Bi ble for Solomonds Templ e, 0 fKe
AOkay y ou t wo, that 6s endug
mi scell aneous trivia 1is
nat ur edllme, why &Etephdtiree lisland?l h
near the Aswan Dam, i sn :
AThat 6s the spot, o Ken d e d
can tell us why. o
A We | | Ken, since you obviod@gsl
you. | 6m sure you both Kk maothe h .
natural roadway through Egypt and Sudan. In addition, it is wgll

at
ot

had already established a colonyElephantindsland well before
the 7" century BC. Coincidentally, they also ptiged an older

sacrifice of a | amb on the fijrs
ADi dndot King Josiah outlaw @n
AYes, somet i AGe0 9b eBtCy e emu t6 4i0tgoé s
note that the practices continued long after, apparently on fe
authority of the o6Lord that a
AThey were referring to A

broke the silencsom@MawnisaeewasOofli In

Axum, dating back centuries before Christ, was the capital fof
the powerful Axumite Empire until the T0century and was the
home of Ethiopian Christianity. It traces its roots to the Queen jof
Sheba although historiadsubt thathe city of Axum is that old.

to the country in the 4th centurf Christian Monk visited the city

in 600 AD and wrote the -tdwered P wi
palace of the King of Ethiopia was adorned with brazen figures gf a
unicorn, as well as the skinsj o



QPhenom 60

We gazed upon the ne®t . Maryodos of or
outskirts of Axum, the purported resting place of fnk of the

in the 1960s to replace the original church bailAD 372, making
it possibly the fist Christian church in Africai May we dJee
Ken asked, as we entered the chapel.
AOnly t he GArkofdhe @avenani allowedeto
Holy of Holies and jga
how do we know for suf e
dignuswears to it, as did the 33 guardians befde
our guide replied ear ngsi
di spl ay. AThe guardian is tr din
life to this task. When he dies, another guardian is appointed. §he
Ark is only seen once a year, at Timkat, the celebration of the Hply
Epiphany which to early Eastern Christians commemorates fhe
baptism of Christ. o

looking at artifacts, including two silver trumpetbat were
purportedly stolen from the second temple during the Romin
conquest of Jerusalem in 70 AD. Closer gwon indicated they
were copies.

AThe original trumpet s ddico
commemorating his victory over Jerusalem and his destruct
the temple, 0 our guide point ejd

realArk of the Covenant s i n St . Mar yb6s, o0 fMa
AThat, and the fact t hat e
guard it with their [ es
believe, the Ark is i tgh a
t hat again, 0 Kedhe seooace Ojj e
ieve. O
We asked our guide what happened to the Ark when the AXgm
was run over by the rebels in 1990 and the King was overthro@n,
and earlier when the Muslims overran the country and destroyed
al most al | t he Cat h dheirebelsawoud §J e
have no reason to worship the A
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AThe Ark is moved to other
guide responded.

AWas it moved to Gondar

fiThere aremany storieghat the Ark was taken to Tana Kak
|l sl and for safety, but that
vaguely.

direct answer. We took the short ride to the city of Dongar to s
the Queen of Sheba's palace and pleasure basisjng a field of
roughly 75 erected obelisks of various shapes and sizes, €

ago. The tallest standing monolith is about 75 feet high, but
largestwoul d have st dnkofih® éhgineeriegtit
must have taken to stand

Alt woul dndt be hard;:f oaltl
Marco answered absentmindedly.

Ken looked at me to see if | thought Marco was kidding.
wasnoét sur e.

Sheba who Iived in Solomonods
history traces back to 500 BC, but probably closer to 200 BC.
guide pointedout that the bathfed by an underground spring,
would play an i mportant r ol
AWater, traditionally, i s
beginning. o

Our biggest surprise came as we walked the grounds g

stones and brickwor k. A Wh a t
the same cross in the palace

AThi s i s the emblem of t h
answered.

AThe same Knight s Touarterd anrthe
Temple Mount?0 | said more to
more than a coincidence. 0

The following day we attended Timkat hoping to catch B
glimpse of the trué\rk of the Covenantl was disippointed as the
High Priest wagscortedout of Saint Mary of Zion church holding
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a small chest, wrapped in cl
wasnot ArkhoetherCewerantOne indicator was that the
guardian monk stayed ithe Holy of Holies, chanting ihis slow,
rhythmic style,and lighting frankincense to honor the Lord. Woul
he not carry the Ark himself if it indeed was authentic?

The people didnot mi nd as
Priestinadayl ong procession that
palace. Men and womeshamelessly bathed themselves in thE
Queends pleasure bath. We di
when the Ark is returned to Saint Mary of Zion.

Anwel |, are you satisfied?0o0
board our flight back to Lake Tana.

leyn.t ilrted6s hard to bel.i
b een -doten coaquerobsyoverathe Ipast tiv
years. o

AWhere do you think it is?0

Al d6dm not | reedrteread bpudn the good Knight
Templar. They seem to be popping up rgwdere the Ark has
been. o
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Stiemsma & Krabbenhoft
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& Chapter 10
Senior Year
1982 UNC Tar Heels

Preseason polls were unanimau€SPN, Sports lllustrated,
Baskeball Weeklyand the APRall had the Badgers ranked #1 and f
prohibitive favorite to make it fouin-a row. Wisconsin had height,
experience and most of all they had Matthew Wildtxpectations
plummetedvhen Devin Harris bolted to the prdsven Dick Vitde
was silent about the odds for a fqpeat. Only a few ptd had
Wisconsin in their top 5

The Badgers wouldeedto depend heavily upon freshmen an
little-used returningg o p homor e s . Rashard roi
heralded recruit center out of Chgmg would start at center. Once
dubbed as the next OWi It o, roi
Wisconsin, averaging a doubd®uble and leading the badgers t
their first NCAA appearance in 47 years. Drafted in the second
round by the Milwaukee Bucks, eas sent to Europe for a year o
seasoning. He stayed armwhs enjoyed remarkable success wit
Spain, Italy and Romania.

The guards were young, but Trevon Hughes and Jagon
Bohannon would become one of the beser Wisconsin duos,
leading the Badgers torée consecutive NCAA appearances. Jd
Leuer, another great Minnesota recruit, would start at forward
al ongsi de Matthew Wil son. At
out side shot, and was an i deajl

The bench was loaded with Bo &ytype players. Marcus
Landry and Joe Krabbenhoft could score, play defense and dojthe
little things that turn a good team into champions. Freddie Owdns
and Ray Nixon, both from Milwaukee, would back up Hughes afd
Bohannon at guard. All four players wouddve nice careers for the
Badgers.

With three successive championships under their belt, fhe
Badgers were still considered dangerous despite the loss of Hajris.
This quickly changed as they were upset by Cleveland State in tReir
second game of the seasollowed by a loss at home game againgt
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Marquette. The loss to Marquette always hurt, but losing at hofne

di dnot i mprove when the Badgpkr:
ACC challenge. The Badgelisnped into the Big Ten conference
schedule with three losses. They quickly absorbed two more logses
as Michigan and Purdue beat them handily on their home courtg. It

or interior defense to copete with the good teams.
Pl ayers were not adfenpetas qugklytfo
as previousRyanc oac hed . t e

matters worseHughesand Bohannon were in shooting slumps
Someone needed to change or it would be a long season.

Ryan was smart enough to recognize the probbkamd tvanged
toamoreug empo style which suitdgd

defenseso the Badgers started to run wherer they got the

opportunity. Once more Matthew adjusted his game d
conentrated on rebounding and defense, despite giving up [ix
inches to taller o pptensartad o win.He

at

accustomed to Ryanoés r té
best coaching job as he let his players find their own path jto
success.

Jon Leuer was a big part off
second half of the season. He continued to shoot well from bey@nd
the three point line, but now began dominatingedders inside.

His post up game improved dramatically. Hughes and Bohanrgon
found their shooting touches and Hughes used his athleticisnf to
begin taking his man to the basketiffith learned to rotate outside
to clear out the middle and knocked down ero@g foot jumpers
to keep his defender from sagging off to help out on defenge.
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Matthew Wilson, well he was Matthew Wilson. He was averagifig
only 19 points, far above his 24 and a half point average for his ffst
three years, but he was playing the beskbtball of his life. The
Badgers won 15 of the final 16 Big Ten games to finish in a tie fbor
second behind the Michigan Wolverines.

Wisconsin entered the Big Ten tournament as the number §vo
seed and quickly advanced to the finals for a rematch agafst
Michigan. The winner of this game would almost assuredly §e
given a No. 1 regional seed in the NCAA tournament. Tige
tournament was held on ifflc h

four pointsin the final 30 seconds to edge the Badgers/@.7
Matthew missed a makeable 22 fgomp shot at the buzzer, the
first time he had missed when the game was on the line.

He addressed the players aft
blewiti i t wo ned agairh bnpga your help in making this
fourth consecutive championship. Most of you are freshmen dnd

and too young, butk now this team is a
pl ayed on. We can win if afl |

best;i Br o, dondt worgoyt ayboowrt baa ctkh.i

Team morale was high as they entered the NCAA tournamgnt.
Their first game was against Gagle of Pacific, a small school with
a rich academic and athletic history. It was a marvefausefrom

and. Wisconsin prevailed as Hughes erupted for 32 points @nd
caught the attention dhe national media. It was his coming ou
party and solidified his reputation as an up and coming star.

The second game was against the Oklahoma State Cowlgbys
who played a slovdown, half court game. Big and brawny, the
dominated the inside and relied amp offensive rebounds and
strength to score points. Surprisingly, the Baddedsby Rashard
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Griffith with 18 boardsoutrebounded the Cowboys and advanced
to the round of 16. They were on schedule for another NCAA
championship.

DePaul was next up. The Bl u

style popular in t he 650s
team i n the g eanoagh asbMatthew had 2& argn 6
Bohannon 25 to go along with 22 points and 18 rebounds py
Griffith. The Badgers prevailed 77 .

The regional final matchp was against Michigan State,

> O

with three minutes to go bef dre
wore down the Spartan guards and began generating turnogers.
Freddie Owens and Ray Nixon provided valuable minutes off the
berch. Three steals and eight straight points by Matthew Wilspn
sealed a tough, ¥B2 victory. Magic had 29 points, but got littl

help from Neitzel who was held to three poinyskrabbenhoft on

1-10 shooting. It was always nice to beat Tom IZEoe Badgers

advanced to the Final Four for the fourth consecutive year.
Forty thousand cheering fans packed the Houston Astrodogne
to see if Matthew Wilson and the Wisconsin Badgers could makd it

not be an easy road for the undersized Badgers. The semi final
mat chup was against t he 6 Fap

only regular sason meeting. All five Michigan starters would go o

to play professional basketball. Now seniors, Chris Weber, Jaen
Rose, Juwan Howard, Ray Jackson and Jimmy King had come jout
of high schob as the best recruiting class college basketball,
promising © bring four NCAA titles to the Wolverines. This was
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t he Fab ™ Bnd Jimab epportunity and their fans were
confident that this was their year.

Jal en Ro s e ingaadhaa seGetabirchep height o
the talented, but diminutive, Wisconsin agds. Chris Webeat
66100 and Juwan Howar dhside.tGriffghd § 1 0

t wo giants for the entire galme
report said. Wisconsin played aggigss halfcourt defense the

consecutive threpoint shots in the first half. Trevon Hughes
contributed two jump shots of his own and played great defensegjon
Jimmy King. Griffith was a brute forcenderneath the basket until

he picked up his third foul with five minutes remaining in the firs
half. Carl Landryreplaced him andlayed well, but Michigan

outlook was bleak.
It was Matthew Wil son ti megfan
only five shots in the first half and making four, Matthew was 33

points. Nevetheless, Michigan was ahead-74 with 20 seconds
on the game clockJackson broke the press and got the ball fio

ti meout s . -adWsed anedutswouldl cbst the Wolverine
the game and live on in NCAA lore as one of the all time bonehdad
decisions in NCAA history.

Matthew calmly made the technical free throw tottie score

sounded. The Wisconsin Badgers and Matthew Wilserewn the
NCAA finals for the fourth consecutive year.

Their opponent was the North Carolina Tar Heels led by sengor
Sam Perkins, junior James Worthy, and freshman sensagon
Michael Jordan. Worthy was unstoppable and scored 28 points, fout
it was clitohrjuinp shot$rom the corner with 15 seconds
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remaining on the clock that put the Tar Heels in fron662Ryan
called time out to set up the final play.

AfLet s change things up. TRey
take the final shot so we are goinguige him as a decoy. Matthew
wait until there are five seconds on the clock and then set a scieen
for Hughes at the top of the key. Trevon; drive to the basket gnd
take the shot if youdre open
guestions?o

up . ACoach, d
said quietly.
ABut hedl | be double teameQ, ¢
agree domédt you
AYoubre the coach; Il 611 do h .
AnOkay, then é. 0
ABut have | ever | et you dojwn
Matthew wasnot doubl e teamejd;
didndét stop him from el evat.i g
25-foot jump shot that swished through the net as time expired.
Reporters askkeMatthew if this was the most satisfying win o
the four. nYes, I believe 1 tJ w,
with less natural talent than some of the others. The teams jwe
played in the last two nights were great teams and it took a ggeat
effortfromever yone to get this titQe.
Al 6m proud to be a Wi sconsi
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Chapter 11
Babylon Job Award

AJi m, y o u -haalyrela Suarez, drbmh the White
House. O
| rolled over in bed and looked at the clock; 9:30 AM. Not tgp
early, even for a Saturdaynless you throw in the fact that | was
experiencing severe jet flag after a red eye flight from Cairp.
AThanks Mary. Tel/l her it wi I

foul tastein my mouth.
i Ms . Suar ez, this I s Jim Si p
Al 6m sorry for bothering yoju

to meet vith the Assistant Secretary Sfatefor the Mid d | e s t
AWhy?o | asked succinctly. JAf
after two weeks in Africa, w
plane again to meet with some politician.
A | donodt have the specificg,
that the State Bpartment has several fasick civilian contracts

you the first crack at one off t
Name dropper | t hought . The mentf ol
al | It took. i Ok a AM if there@are seatbleft §t h
on US Air. Just tell me wher ef t
ADondét worry about a commerfci
Jet waiting for you at the private hanger at Tampa Internatiorgal
You should be home for dinner. There is plenty of rooom the
planei f you wish to bring a bus#@ine
Al's there anything el se | o
fNo, justanopenmind, Suar ez rheplied dger
AThis has to be a joke, o | S a
cell phone number.
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j oke, 0 Mat otheengtosay hetlo. wi th o
| see you Monday. Bringfl vy
With Matthew involved, this was likely to be a majo

undertaking in some third world countrycdnsidered hoviRosann

house. Pete and Lisa were neiemeanymore given their tennis
careers and Petebs upcoming ed
most people look forward to taking vacations overseas or traveling
to Pars or Australia to watch their kids play in a grand slam tenr§ls
tournament. We were so lucky that we could do all that, but now fve
looked forward to spending time together at home, especially Mary.
She had several close friends and was active in seveizd ahd
charities to keep her busy and still ranked #6 in the Florida 35 gnd
over tennis rankings. | knew, however, she had been looking for ghe
Ethiopia job to wind down so | could cut back on my travel.

ABr eakf ast Rosasnshouted drgm the Kkitan.
Intercoms were a waste of money | thought, as | threw on soine
workout clothes.

AGood mor ni ng, dear , o qi d
AThanks for | etting me | a
AThat was your reward ou
Rosanrsaid with asmile.

Al donoét member having mufch
he e she was wearirgg
t d he Maytag repairff m

f
app shedesaiudbdivivt Bi 1 C
we e n the house | alls n

er
h a
We | we probably wdaul
[ [

ks

m

I
eo |

[ we |l | get i

had noticed the hesitancy in mpv c e . AWher e e
ti me?o0

AThey want me i n Washingt dn
contracts that the State Department is award Apparently
Matt hew has s ome Résanniked Matthewd and Wi t
usually | got a free pass if | used hismea Not today.
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AOh no, y 0 u Oather job m tAfrich arlsame Ged g n
forsaken ©place | ike that. WHy
money. O

A | havenét said yes to anythi
what they have to say. Who knows, maybe they warnb clean the
beaches in Mal aga. 0 Rosawwantedte §p e
take a vacation to Southern Spain.

AEat your breakfast. We ar [
the club this afternoon and have an 8:30 tee time tomorrow. We
mightaswellenoy t he weekend. o

and croissants. fnAHoMW awa sa nyyo ugrg | w

Al played bad tenni s d&.a sawsodfay
much sand that | thought | was still in Ethiopia. Luckily, | had g
good partner Saturday or it ou

nSh sure can hit t hat k h

a r y 6-bBandedwservice return.

nYeah, s h e | mad ®© ddhwas coverAthelalley anc
stay out of her way. How about
asked knowing that Ken played at least once.

A74 on Saturday and 6 9
a 65 if | could putt. | bought some new irons @ d n
We wi | | have to play some thifs

nYeah, right, o | said withd@ut
want a stroke or two?0

iWhynot?Youdre the ex club pi

AThat was so |l ong ago w
r e me mb eid, reféecting baclaon that weekend that | beat Jagk
with a 12foot putt onthe 3hol e. AThat surq ©
memori es. O

A Not for me, 0 Ken mused. I
fighting for my |ife.o

AThat 0s because you g ootn y ¢ u nl
chided, knowing full well that Ken had been pushed.

ABy the way, Jack says hi. He
a |ittle money. He had the nefrv
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| laughed, realizing that Jack still told anyone that would list@n
that he was sandbagged in that wintakea | | tour nafer

Friday? It would be fun seei nig
AWhy dondét we see about pl alyi

game? ustalflandemtdr us as a fesome so we can play

together, 0 Ken added, Knowi f

their own foursombestbaiThegosifjt b
phayers | i ke you that havenot p
bad shots. o
AYes, |l etds do it t hat wi Ijl
out of town again,o | sai t

ar e w

e gettyhag Keanmsadgke
know anythin
fi h
t

e
g more than yjou
ANope, only that Matthew I i
AWhi ch means hat we stawing Hdug bfe
infested nation 0 y
j oking. A Wh 'y ' iain
energy to saving countries that at least have running water §nd
cable TV?0

| smiled at the absurdity f
Ken, but | will say this; | 6 n
buildings in some thirdworld country. Rosannwould have my
ass,o0 | confided. Ken nodded fji n
The rest of the flight we spent reading and lost in our ovin
thoughts.

Matthew kept a low profile, away from the mahogany
conference tablerhere Ken and | sditstenng as DavidRutherford;
the Assistant Secretary of State for teldle East described the
project. Thirty minutes into the presentation Mr. Rutherford canfe
to the pointii Mr . Si mpson, we want SJ§ myg
the lead in a muknational effort to rebuild Babylon and restore
this historic city to the greatness and world prominence it orfge
enjoyed. O
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| spilled my coffee; literally, | spilled my coffee. Fortunatel
this gave me time to absorb what the man had said while everypne
scrambled d@ limit the damge. | noticed Matthew smiling aty
e mb ar r as stthesvnybu coufdd Mave warned rseo | i d
make such a fool of myself, o {l
APl ease go on, Mr . Rut herf grc
attenti on,woodensmsl@ai d with a
A Itake it this means you have some understanding of fhe

repair. Its infrastructure is shot and it seems it is irrevocably dividkd
into religious sects. We are proposing to rebuild Babylon ascem
the political and financi ajl
ot to mention the religi dus
d. AThere is no other <cify
Il ms would Iive together ifn
t hou g hwhs al abbl yi | coanl c i makingta BK e
statement more than a Biplestsdies pn.
correctly, Babylon is mentionedore than 300 timeso
AThat OMr. Readd Was the first city built after Genesis
and was once the cultural apalitical center of the world. The
historical and biblical significance of Babylon is unrivaled by arg
ot her city with the possi bl efj e
Rutherford continuedi That 6 s why we hav a
restore Babylontoitsmir gl or y. o
ALetdés talk a |ittle bit ablou
you plan on accomplishing this goal amow long do you thinkt
willt ake?o
AThi s ' wi | | take f orjev
Abut we hca in éve gears. Restariegf o r
the 6ol d towndé of Babylon is jju
a new, modern city resplendent with office buildings, shoppiflg
centers, restaurants, residential communities and so on. Five ygars
from now we hope to hava thriving city and a blueprint for
growth. o
AWhere does Si mpson Constrjpcil
obviously would be there forever if we tried to rebuild Babylo
ourselves. o0
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AThere are plenty of gover mgme
are eager to get piece of this. Several countries including Franc,

wi || provide whatever money e
A Ywwant someone to manage the project and coordinatefall
of t hese gstatingm get the picturs.a i d

AThat 6s correct, we need pr
were the best and that if anyone can do atfask project, it was
you. 0O Téleoked atyne told me that he thought it was 4
impossible job to control all these diverse factions.

ACan we -miarkiet e HrSeak to t al t

AYoudbre not really thinkingfj o
i n amazement . i Ev eorwyso niet disn atrgh ei
j ob. o

AThi s remi nds me a | ittle §bi

and eventually it got wus W 0
AYou candt cdnknjpbdikethat ® rebuildmdtige

from shooting us in the ass.
Alt wondét be that bad, o | rep
AYes 1t thew $ald,ahe Malked over to our tabld.
ANobody will want to follow jyo
fanatics that will try to disrupt anything that will get Iraq back on i
feet . Dondét underesti mate thej c
AYo are the ones,toh&tenr sa¢ @amyea
il jUSt told them that I f ny
not sure anyone can do it. ¢
AThi nk of the benefit t t hjje
succeeds, o | argued. ARA prospe.
long way to curbinglran and the radical Muslim movement.
would Ii ke to give it a try, Jwi
ﬁWhich i s?0 Ken asked.
A We eed to control the moRey
approve the invoice. o
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mi ght work, 0 Ken agr esd;
it might work. o
Matthew, what do you ¢t hi
it By the way, ask
which includes a 5% donation to my world disaster relief progra
The money will feed a | ot o f
seriosslhyl @londt know i f you
try. I wish you l|luck. o
The 5% fee Matthew requested startled me lathaished back
to my discussions with Chris Lewis and the CIA, but | should ha
known that Matthew was one step ahead of meaMmays was.
What | didndét k nowlO sitgpmheddmfaus on
this one.
It took twenty minutes to get a handshake agreement

to get a status report from
and to work out the mechanics of hdve tmoney would flow. | was
pleased to see that a lot of work had already been started. At
PM we were ready to go home when Matthew informeslof a
change in plans.
AJi m, I t ook t Rosanrandlasking her if d
could borrowyoufora oupl e days. Do you
| assume she said yes, o |
Have you been to Jerusale
No, are we | eaving this af
AiTomorrow morning. Toni ght
tie dinner party at the White House. The Prestdwants to meet
you and Mary. o
AMary?0 | repeated in
nYes, she should be on her
pick her up. The President took the liberty of making hotg

Tampaonthé ear and we wi || fly to
AWhy are we going to
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the Temple Mount aphd
a |ittle perspecti vje

Sepulchre which dominated the Christian Quarter. Matthew Had
been here a year earlier and was my guide.

AWedl |l come back | ater and jvi
the Cross which was dediealt to the Ethiopian community in the

connection with Jerusalem is fre
| just nodded as | took in the sights of this historic city. W
continued walking along the Stredt®@hains. To our right was the

ahead were the Temple Mount and the magnificerHAdda
mosque erected by the Caliph Omar in the seventh century AD.
AThere it is, o0 | tseavarsithathad beenls e

Koran as the site where Abraham offered up his son in sacrifice.

AThi s S the 3rd mo st sacfl e
Matthew explained. nj Nehanomed and p
Gabriel made the Night Journey to the Throne of God in the Jth
century AD. O

AThe Muslims built smack dapp
the Temple as a permanent resting place for Ahle of the
Covenant a centerpiece for the traditiondl e wi s h reflic

visit.

AThat wasnodét wunusual, 0 Mat tjhe
their Mosques directly over the religious sites of the people thy
conquered. They did the same thim Elephanting 6 he e xfip |

before continuing i1its journe
Tana.

Al f the Ark is ever found, Ma
chance it would be returnegelr e ? The Musl i W C
would they?0o0



QPhenom 78

Ailt depends upon who finds J§t
with the Ark if the Muslims found it? But if the Jews or Christiang
find it, there will be a lot of pressure to build a 3rd Temple on thgs

site. Le 6s go inside, 0 Matthew sfic
guestioning.
Minutes later we were kneeling next to the Shetiyyah, tRle
e
ed
be

the foundation stone of civilization.

ATouch it, Jim. Can you fee |

| laid my hand on the porous rock and closed ygsetrying to
envision what the rock saw in 955 BC when Solomon, son jpf
David, placed théArk of the Covenanbn t hi s s pot].
Sol omon believed in his hear
resting place, o | mused.

Awel |, i f h ec odnme,nd eMat thithewfjwa
optimist. It wasnot 30 years jl a
city and according to scripture, looted the treeswf the house.

This was the first of many conquerors that overran the city bef@re
the Babylonianscomelt el v destroyed the [Te

ASo where did the Ark go, 2N
perplexed than ever.

ALet 6s go downstairs, o Mat t®he
an end to my inquiries.

We descended down a stairway into a hollow beneathttme
t hat Musl i ms call the &6Well p f

River of Paradise. Belovare the secret passages, now sealbdre
many Jews believe the Ark was hidden when the tempagelooted.

Dome.

ADo you believe there is af s
asked Matthew. i C o u, Ihiddent bbneath Ahe |
rock where it was originally Jgke
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Many peopl e h
go next dpbor

those three bays?0 allt t

AMagncent, o | comment ed. A Vh
that 20

AThe Al osdusig afasMnating mixture of old and ne
architecture that tells a story by itself. For example, Mussolfi
donated the marble columns inside, but the porch bays wgre
designed bythe Knights Templar between 131987 AD when

Catholic Order was founded, 0f M:
of f. 0O

We entered the mosque and semmediatelywhat Matthew
meant by the mixed archdtire. It was a blend of many periods
and obviously had been added to and renovated since it was [uilt.
A Wh y did the Kni gh?®él askeg map Wea
proceeded downstairsThe stables useB00 years agdy the
Knights were well preservanl. My sesoouild almost detect the
odors of themajestic steedand the sounds of Knights putting o
their metal armor preparingrfbattle.

A Most p e 0 p | pame pypose avastisbaechfar the
Ark of the Covenant 0 Mat t hew an s We&nmow,ihe
Knights Templar becama warlike offshoot of the church and
finding the Ark would have made them the dominant power in th@ir
day. In fact, in later years the church was fearful of the Kniglfts
because of the power and money they had amaEbedpowerwas
the source of their demise.

AThat 6s why you donodt beli qve
We | | of S dfwhk Ark was lsere Gty would have found
it But what i f they did findf i

Matthew smiled. il f they flou
doing in Ethiopia 650 years | atper

AWas 6Brucea memberof the Knights Templa®l asked in
bewilderment. Just as | thought | understood the situation, another
angle croppelap. AWho was

=
>
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AHe was a Scot tadlasnbdtofbe @ aistansjo n
relative of Robert the BruceKing of Scotland Regardless of this
claim there is no dispute that James Bruce waes of the most
brilliant people of his timeand spent many years in Ethiopia
searching for the Atk 0 Maadddetd e w

| wasnow totallyconfused.

ALetds get a bite to eat. hi
to a Falashagriestt hat | i ved i n Gondar .Jo

AGondar , Et hi opia; whatos hp

AMost oftkt dewéBl ael o c9bstbecdusebfia c
they were bmg persecuted in Ethiopia. It will do you good to hes
their story.o

AWhat story?0o

The story of why the Ark might have been taken to Ethiopis
and particularly the Lake Tanja

AOkay. | 61 | bite; why Ethiopi.

ABecause t $izeable popultson & Jews in the
Gondar area that they knew wojul

AHow did Jews get to Ethiopi
trying to follow Matthewods n e
Solomoni Queen of Sheba connecti ?

another chil d wsetvdnt ahdthes isGhe erigimadjys
the Solomonic dynasty that ruled Ethiopia from 128874, when
the |l ast emperor, Haile Sel asfsi
ASomuy bel i eve the Ark is in JEt
inMaybe, but I sure donot bgl i
answered carefully. AWho knows
Remember, Jim, it wadlebuchadnezzarKing of Babylon, that
burned Sol omon 6 sndim 88mMmPA aad evided thdy e
Jews from Jerusalem and rel ocjat
AThe entire Jewish popul atifon’
nYes, everyone; and the Jews
passage in the Old Testament Jth

By the rivers oBabylon, there we sat down, yea, we wept,
when we remembered Zion.
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If I do not remember thee, let my tongue cleave to the
roof of my mouth; if | prefer not Jerusalem &bamy chief joy.

AWhen did they come back toff J
AFI fty y e ar sg off Betsia,r Cyrdshtliee Gkeat

2nd temple. 0

A | gat hemwas mh&t Ao ke o f thel t
ret ur n e dareadyfknoneng tkecadswer.

ANoO, in fact, there s de
Temple when it was looted. The list compiled by the Babyloniafs
of what they took was pretty complete anddii d n 6 t cojnt

been moved to another | ocati ofn.
ASo you dondét think the Ar kf i
ANo, but Babyl on i s a key}j t
reasons. o0
AMatthew, | doWlhat ucdhadeysct amgar
i Not now, Ji m, but sufficef i1
known as the city of sin. h
bl asphemy that is associated jwi
Years later, when Matthew lay on his bed close tahjda
would wish that | had pursued this topic while | had the
opportunity. Babylon was indeed an important key to the puzze,
but at that time | did not understand the Biblical implications @f
rebuilding Babylon.
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& i,
The Babylonian
Empire

606-536 BC
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(5 Chapter 12
International Basketball

Basketball is one of few sports with a known birth date. Thirgk
about it. Baseball? Football? Soccer? On December 1, 1891j in
Springfield, Masachusetts, James Naismith hung two-habhel
peach baskets at opposite ends of a gymnasium adhedtl3
rules to his students at the International Training School of the
Young Men's Christian Association (YMCA), which later becam
Springfield Colleg. Naismith (18611939) was a physical
education teacher who was seeking a team sport with limifed
physical contact but a lot of running, jumping, shooting, and tRe
handeye coordination required in handling a ball. The peagh
baskets he hung as goals géwe sport the name of basketball.
Naismith and his wife were Christians and subscribed tofa
Christian Missionary magazine from Central America whefe
Naismith saw a feature article about the Aztec ball game calfed
Ollamalitzli and the Mayan game of Ulamae Hhad also read
articles by a New Zealander called Tom Ellison who wrote abdut
ancient Maori ball sports that required a lot of aerial handball skilis.
He took account of the hole that the round bouncy ball had tofgo
through in the Central American gameslahe excitement of the
traditional Maori game where a round flax ball was passed wgh

Massachusetts.
Basketball was born in the Uad States, but five of Naismith's

today is the second most popular sport in the world. Soccer is kihg,
but American football and baseball lag far behind in bo
participation and fan base. Basketball is truly an international spdt.



& Phenom 84

Matthew Wilson was dited #1 by the Washington Bullets,
despite his statements that he did not intend to play NHA
basketball. | saw Matthew at a fund raiser in New York and asked
him why h e di dnot want t o !
opportunity to keep your name in fronttinh e head| i S,
out . ABesi des, I would |1 ke 0
great players. o

ACoach, there Iis so much mofr e

McGinnis and | hag organized a worlvide disaster relief
program that occupies much off m
ABut 1 sndt basketball a gool
AY o u O r,eCoachiltgisha perfect way for me to get m
message across to mill i ogestheo
press coverage unless | keep fjpl
Alf thatodés true, I dondét wunjde

NBA?O

pieeWhen s t he | ast time the US on
| did a quick look up on my laptop while Matthew waited.

sport was officially recognized by the International Olympi
Commi ttee. lts original namef w
Basketball A madne weréd foundlbg gnantbers§ a t
Argentina, Czechoslovakia, Greece, Italy, Latvia, Portugdl,

held in Berlin, the Federation named James Naismith, the foungler
of basketball, as its Honorary President. Thederation
headquarters moved to Munich in 1956, then returned to Genevj in
2002.

FIBA has organized a FIBA World Championship for me
since 1950 and a World Championship for Women since 19%3.
Both events are now held every four years, alternating with the
Olympics. FIBA dropped the distinction between amateur afd
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member of either team was American.

ASo how doegotwhipgl dms?d nit of sk
what Matthew had in mind.

Al 6 m f or fst@r tegm tanwillardvél around the world

pr obl ems in the region. o

AAnot her Harl em Gl obetrottefrs
the Washington Generals, o W
took along on their tours.

ADond6t minimize what Abe Sape
for the African American people or for basketball. Their model is g

A

good one, but I 61 1 | et e alovili 0 |

pl ay. o

AHave you thought about h o y
tour 20 knowing It was a stupfd
Matthew always thought of everything.

ADid you wever get to know@§QFr
school ?0

AYou mean the Freddie that fjdi

the pep rallies?bo

AYep; hehagwy. tHe C €
video. The five of them all received degrees from the New Yofk
Film Academy and have agreed to help me out. They will be fhe

schedule meetings withpeople | want to meet with, and basicall
manage my tour. o
A | have to admit that I t hqug
but I 6m happy to hear that t hjey
AThey have been in Rio de Jjan
up. Our team is flying to Brazil néxweek to play a South
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Americanall star teamcaptainedby Manu Ginobili. | understand
President Nestor Kirchner is a huge basketball fan and has agredd to
meet with me to discuss waysf we
crisi s. O

AfLet me know what | to

Chapter 13
Ancient Babylon

Herodotus, a Greek historian who traveled widely over tRe
ancient world several centuries before the birth of Christ, has leffjus
a description of the city of Babylon, once tlagest city in the
world and the capital of the Old Kingdom of Babylonia. Thif
description represented almost all that we knew about Babylon uhtil
recent times.

AThe city was bui | 4alf omeach side q r f
of the river Euphrates, anddhstreets ran in straight lines, north to
south and east to west. Two vast walls, three hundred and-thijty
five feet in height and eighfiwe feet broad at the top, enclosed th
city; and they were, he says, fifix miles in circumference, so that
the eitire enclosed area would comprise nearly two hundrgd
square miles! A hundred magnificent bronze gates pierced phe
walls; and smaller walls, each pierced by twefiae bronze gates
at the end of the streets, shjut

"In magnificence " Herodotus goes onm,

t hat approaches it.d The wal S
generally of surdried bricks- for there is little stone in the region

were faced with glazed or enameled tile of brilliant colors. Tige
Babylaian artisans attained so high a pitch of art in enameling
their clay that huge figures of bulls or lions or legendary animafis
stood out in relief from the bright surface. Great bronze figures ppf
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bulls and serpents guarded the gates. The houses that theed
streets were "mostly three or four stories high."

AThe palaces of the rich adide
0seven wonders of the worl dogd !
which seem to have been beautiful parks of trees and flowers infthe
topmost ba series of supeémposed arches rising sevetitye feet
above the ground, and irrigated by an ingenious apparatus whigh
brought up water from the rivjer

AThe king's palace was a u |
mile in circuit. But the most impressi edifices were the great

planets, with which the chieffj B
AThe furniture was as maghRi f
imposing. Three great courts encalsthe area round the temple
and on the west side of the inner court, opposite the vast pyrarid,
was the temple of the god Marduk and his wife. Here was a gpld
statue of the god forty feet high, with a gold table, a gold chair, ajd
a gold altar. Outside as a stone altar on which animals were
sacrificed, and an incredible quantity of incense was burned. Wp
the side of the sevastaged temple ran a winding stair, and at th
top was the symbolical chamber of the god, with furniture of sojd
gold, awaiting tle hour when he would descend to visit hig
priese s s . O
AFrom the summit of the templ
over the great plain (in Babylonian, "Edin") which sustained tH
millions of humbler folk who in turn sustained all this splendor. Bjit
even he soil was a prodigy. The harvest was twice or thrice §s
bountiful as in other lands, the ears of wheat and barley growinggto
a phenomenal size. Rich groves of palm trees waved in the brdeze
all over the plain; and so expert were the fegrdwers that fron
the fruit of the palm they got "bread, wine, and honey."
From their scattered villages they looked with pride towarm
Babel-- it is the Greeks who made the name "Babylertr "The
Gate of the God. Herodotus also brings the very people before ug in
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this enthusiastic account of Babylon in the First Book of his histofy.
AThey were c¢clad in white | 1infen
wore a woolen tunic or robe and a white mantle. They had the full
beards of the Semite, and wore their hair long; and lmo&m and

easy to believe than his descriptions of the city.
AThey had no physicians, 0 bhfle

similarly afflicted, he told the patient what to do. And if the si
mandi ed, he was buried in honejy!
AMarri age was by ol r

bidder. No parent was permitted otherwise to dispose of Bis
daughter; and assuredly no daughter dspose of herself. The

prettier girls helped to endojw
AEvery woman O&mounscte pirno shhert ulfief
court of Venus©o, meani ngeaithe § o
goddess Ishtar. There she was compelled to stand until s@ne
threw her aTheogoddesayi Mgl iafdd & [
taking her away to his couch. The ordeal was over at once for ghe

prettier maids of Babnylyorsaylsut i
wait three or four years i he
AnBabyl oni an women shri or

until dawn, and they must then purify themselves by washing before
they are allowed to touch anyfth
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AHave you r ead,handinghimkhe tnafsoriptl § a
AnYeah, but I 6m not sure ho
description of the city 1is ob

themselves up for prostitution. Moststhar s dondot bjel
spoke the | anguage so how i
come from the &6Khammur abi odle 6

shall be bound and thrown into the water [the Euphrates]; unlegs
the husband lets the wife live, and the king lets his servant live.
130. If a man has forceithe wife of another man, who has no

man shall be slain.

AThese passages donodt spechi f
claimed, but it does cast sondeo u b tagreed |

AYesbut unfortunately, Babyjl o
is traced in |l arge part dr o
Ken continued.

AWel | |, | &hma is witete theirur@p@tation originatetl.

mi ght have had something to o
Babylon must have been quite a city in its time. What ledsto
destruction?9

it never was destroyed. Cc
prophesized, it just sort of withered away and gradually decaygd.
The city fell into disuse after Nebuchadnezzar's empire was overgun
by the Persian King, Cyrus the Great, in 539 BC. In BC2a new
city was built 50 miles to the north on the Tigris River and thge
inhabitants of Babylon were forcibly moved to the new city, no
Baghdad. By 115 BC, Babylon was barely inhabited. Wafls
collapsed and temples disintegrated, and 750 years afteniJeseh P s
Bi bl ical prophecy that the e a
the Greatd ceased to exist.c
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Another indignity was that over time, the Euphrates River, oje
of the four rivers in Genesis that flowed through the Garden fof
Eden, changed course andw flows nine miles to theast of the
2,100 acre site of the ruins of Babyldndecided his unfortunate

act of nature must be rectified if Babylon was to be restored tojits
former glory.

It was a bold plan and would require the cooperation offa
diverse set of Iragi people, who traditionally seldom could agree pn
anything. Their agreement was fundamental to my plaalled a
two-day meeting of politicians, religious leaders, engineess,
archeologists and contractors.

ABabyl on was I C

original challereggedithe diQ @eople attending the
conference.

AThere have been vinewrizeg &/bat [Fu i
woul d happen to them?0

fiHillah hasa popul ati on of o
Alt candét be done. Their

ATel | me, were these vi adles
taken from Babylon? 1snét | IS
appealing to theeligious leaders.

AYes, but tremendoosthardshipboa ouancidy, t B e
mayor of Hi Il l ah pointed out
shipping and transportation.

AnAny i de a,s@onind theawrk.Mdrco and | had
plan, but we wanted ittoben | raqi 6s i dea. T

\Y, 0 ,

idea.
AWhy dondét we build canal s ?j0

of locks andsluices to feed water &xistingv i | | ages anjd
filt could be doned anot her engineer C

table in the surrounding on
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That wil | ma k e ider the ®Id Babylon § o
ns, 0 an archeol ogist proclfjai
al ways caused probl ems. o
AOkay, t his i s encouraging, c
excitement I n the room. ALetPs
work out the detadl . 0

Ken distributed a proposed map of the new River Euphratgs
AGent!| emen, t his i s j ust a su
modi fications. o

AJust so we have an agreenjen
tomorrow, 0 | added.

Two days later they approved the plan hwibnly minor
modi ficati ons. Ken and | cel gbr
like the $500,000 we spent on the engineering study last ma@gh
worth it.o

AWel | |, it 6s a | ot mor e-manr o d
committee to come up with a solution. Teeonferences never are
productive unless you know i nf a

AYep, this way they rubber S
taking credit for the idea. o

fSalud ©

q
r ui
has

i
d

finalize plans and begiworking on designing and building tlcgy
infrastructure. We divided the project into two pieeagstoration

of old Babylon and building the new city. Building a new city fro
scratch was a daunting challenge. It had been done once befoge. |

thriving metropolis. We dn gt
for shortcuts.
AWher e dewhwet sctoames first?of]l
AWe need everything, 0o was the
Afsewage and wat er treat me njt
communication networkke ver yt hi ng. o
AThat 6s jeust of ohestFareihch enlgi
lay the pipes and wire below ground we need to start on roads jand
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the TigrisRive whi ch connects to Bagjhd

nWhy not just truck eve n
Securl , or | ack her v
t, t hat 6s ett w

e seen t he aln s

n
n

Does everyon nd
stay on schedul e ?§0

|l et 6s get stfjar

site of the old city would be postponed indefinitely while they duyo
around for old pottery.

AYou know our pawadKamal ldashem the hi
representative fronr aqés mi ni sedry of c ulll t
fJawad w e need to compr omi s
ARestoration of the old cityQis
project and getting world wide support. Tell us how we can hdlp
eachot her here. ltds not as i f jth
What the Germans didndot take fbe

British took | ater. o
Al know. |l td6s embarrassing 0
of the 120 golden lions that linedBdbpy n 6 s Pr ocessf or
the Pergamon Museum in Berlin along with countless other
artifacts. o

AnAnd what you donoé6t find tHRer
the British Museum, 0 | added sy
much, does i tn§rmoment as tearsconse totthe eygd
of several Iragis in the room.

ANo, it doesndt, o he answerped
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fJawad what if | promise to get these treasures returned o
Babyl on?590

AYou can do ,siting upfgbdtinhhiechars k e d
AYes | w©eadyou tobmork with me on this. We need t§

serious about restoring on

AThere i s a way that might Jal
still allow us to excavate laterwhn t he water t ajpl
more expensive to build thi W ¢
for confirmation. | nodded my assent.

AWe will want archeol ogi stsfj t

AAgreed, as | ong as t heyyeahofnod
old brick, o I replied. Stahpedt o]
bricks ar e gone anyway, O I a
practice of using the bricks from old Babylon to build ne
structures in Hillah and other cities.

AAgreed, but mmayg b ugipkasasked af? o

ADono6t pus twithiatsmile. | repl i ed

AWe should start by gettingfj r
that Sadamm Hussein did. It looks more like a Disneylafd
attraction. o This brought [t au
also nods of support.

il a g r e e Jawmaqd exbept yoothe, palace on the hill. |

heli pad and the gr asbré poini witlh thel Kk
Iraqis.
A E x ¢ e Wdwadstdted with a broad grin, still thinking abou

al
treasurers were returned to Iraq.
nWe wil/l start tomorrow ar
Sahm bui C
nHow pl anning on 2t

British rn the artif aclts
i ear s. o
dekegatkdthev joli to | a
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(5 Chapter 14
Eurobasket

Eurobaskeis the name commonly used to refer to the merffs
European bannual championships. Founded in 1935, the leaglie
now consists of 16 teams representing d6ons andeaturessome

of the best players and teams in the wadblal, none Russia edged
Spain, the host company, -60 to win the Eurobasket 2007 golo
medal, their first gold since the breakup of the Soviet Union whigh
had claimed a total of 14 Eurolkas championships.

The game was close throughout until Spain broke out to a $9
54 lead on the strength of two baskets by Pau Gasol who finisged
with 14 points, 14 rebounds, three assists and three blocked sHots,
but the NBA superstar also missed five ajhe foul shots in the
fourth quarter and committed five turnovers. The final turnover Ws
fatal as he lost the ball in the paint to J.R. Holden who eventudly

Gasol 6s ten t
18,000 Spanish fans home if Jdi
silver medal at the Eurobasket games.

Andrei Kirilenko finished with 17 points and 5 reboundike
tournament MVP award went to Russian team l|ead¥rctor
Khrypawas alsadeserving said coach, David Blatfia n d | 0s
forget the defensive job that Holden did on Gasol, and bdfat
Tony Parker of FrancaVe did not want to double team Gaso
unless he put the ball on the floor. We played a lot of matzbop

Calderon. He didn't play asell as he did in the last game againg
us. o

The leading scorer of the tournament \Radk Nowitzki whose
German team beat Croatia for fifth place. Nowitzki finished with 3
points and 12 rebounds and averaged 24 points for the tournangent.
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The leading rebounder was Yniv Green of Israel who averaged
almost ten rebounds a game.

Lithuania, as ma | | Baltic nati on, n
third, beating Greece 7@&9 to earn the bronze mediithuania was
led by Theo Papaloukagth 19 points. The Greek team was the
2006 Eurobasket defending champion.

Lithuania was the first stop omsevennation tour of Europe
that included stops in Italy, Germany, France, Greece, Turkey dnd
Israel. The European tour finished up in Paris with a game agajst
the European all stars. Ken and | decided to join Matthew jin
Vilnius, the r e pestlely.iTkidsmall oaignioftfa I
only 25,000 square miles is located on the Baltic Sea and shdres
borders with Latvia, Belarus and Polaridthuania declared its
independence in 1990 after 46 years of occupation by the Sofiet
Union preceded by five years agmation by Nazi Germany.
Lithuania was admitted to the United Nations in 1991 after tife
Soviet Union joined the rest of the world and recognizdd
Lithuaniads sovereignty.

Ken and | flew first class on the flight to Vilnius and | took th
opportunity to seewhat he knew about European basketball. fl
shoul dnét have been surpri sedf.
di sappointed with their bron4e
for such a small country?o

ASure, except that the Iwiitnmua

AWel |, it says here that ey
hadnét won since 1939, 0 | ignt
oneup on Ken. AThat 6s not what} |

nAh, but y Ou forget about t

1988?70

AWho can forget?o0 | answerfed
disputed last second field goal and the clooktroversy that
folowed. O

AMaybe so, but the Soviets jwo
basketball domi nance, dondét ygou
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ANO Qquest i drmomthd pointton wehstpped using
coll ege players and started tfhe

Awel | |, wh at y ou mi guh tithuaniaris f§ k n
formed the core of that Soviet team and did most of the scorif§g;
namely Valdemaras Chomicius, Rimas Kurtinaitis, Sarunfs
Marciulionis and Arvydas Sabonis

AHow can anyone pronounce t
remember them?0 razaerkerdt ,i nil agngdn u
you want to?o0

ABecause | can, 0 Ke-gotyouegor. i e d
AFurt her mor e, my illiterate roi

Olympics to feature NBAlpyers Theyf ni shed fourj h
A | give up, 0o | sighed. AYo a

pl ayers and teams?o

fCoincidentally, vn i | e | was doing m |
Ken saidwi t h a wi nk, A came acrfps:
written by Michael Ferch that addresses just this question;

iSo why the drive in small ou

As a Lithuanian noted: "In Lithuania today, if you hav
money, you have no reputat, because your money is blac

andreputation.”
APl aying basketbal/l has bedg@on
becomeparto t heir cul ture, a way o]
AYou know, this 1 s simila
why the Russians excel in tennis. | beliehere isanother factc
that comes ito play. Theyust want it more than we db. srilec
inwardly as Irecalled theyears | spent in Paris at the French Oj

Team Lithuania was led by current NBA players; Linas Kleizg

of the Denver Nuggets, Darius Songaila of the Washington Wizafids
and Zydrunas llgauskas of the Cleveland Cavallds.we v er ,§ 6
forward Andris Biedrings from Riga proved to be nearly
unstoppable antkd his team in scoring with 19 points. The scorg
was knotted at 72 and the Lithuanian team had the ball outfof
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bounds in their front court with only seven seconds left on the
clock.

AThiiss a strong team, 0 C 0O mine t
play to resume.

ANo question, they coul d at
we canstopt hem here and beat them@fJin
Matthew had other ideas as he came out of nowhere to deffect

A Wo w, can yoAuTha edsijustvamazingh &tefn
excl ai med. h k

were expected from Matthew.
AYeah, someti mes at

takeover . o
AThat wa
AWatch t

amazing. o

S ,uon bKeelni erveapbelaet e d , 4 h a
his,o | said pointijng

arm to salute the crowd. It was an impressive display pf
sportsmanship, culminated with a short speech.

il want t o dedi cat e t hi s L M ¢
basketball S8arunasMarciuliois was introduced first anckceiveda

crowd to calm.

AThere is one player that S
and perhaps the greatest player of all timear none. | have the
great pleasure of introducing] é

The noise from t he c ridroddction rjjo w
as Arvydas Sabonmwalked onto lhe court and stood awkwardly as
the enthusiastic crowd gave him a tremendous ovation.
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Word on the street is that Arvydas Sabonis was only a shelljof
hi mself by the time he it
bio talks about hownuch betteris Portland Blazer teams would

have been had he played at an earlier age. This is believable vihen
you consider that by the time he entered the league he was 31 \fears

the perimeter, knocking down outside shots, and dropping dinfes
with the same level of ability as a Bill Walton. Salsoplayed
seven seasons with Portlangelping them make the playoffs in
each one of his seasons, as well as guiding them to two Wegjern

Sabonis in his prime instead of Kevin Duckworth during their NB
Finalsy ar s . | t 6 s SSabbrés hdd deers ia lyis penh fa t

their lives during World War Il andafter, fighting for te
independent Republic of Lithufan
I didndét think it was bl

several minutes before waving good bye to the appreciative crowg.
AAmazing, BemepBHéeetdad t he ro
his hand. o
Altoés | i ke this everywhere e

National Team. Chancellor Kohlkeacd a delegation of politicians
that were provided free passejs
AThe Gewemladnby Dirk Nowitzki, altpro forward

with the Dallas Mavericks and 2007 NBA most valuable playdr.
Other Germasborn players with NBA experieec i nc | u dfe d
Shawn Bradley who was raised in Utah and Detlef Schrempf wiho
was born in Leverkusen, Germany, but moved to the U.S. in hjgh
school. TheGe r ma n 6 wegegoad ethaugh to lead the team ¢
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world cup and Eurobasket championships, but thelgelhdNBA
experience.

AOk,gn, hereb6s one for you.j W

AThe Dallas Mavericks, 0% D U

Altds not a trick, but j u gt
history. The Milwaukee Bucks traded the rights tand\pwitzki to
the Mavericks f or T rpeundjaumeyrian § vy |
out of Michigan State. o

AYou would think that with fal
Nowitzki would have been a pejrf

AAnd then ten year sthey have enaybetfjh e
ten Chinese in the entire st ajte

AGo figure; think what the@fdi
t wo franchises. 0
Nowitzki tried to make a difference tonight as he poured in 44
points and grabbed 16 rebounds. Shawn Bradley was held tofsix
points, but contributed 12 rebounds and a whopping nine blociked
shots, but the German teansnexperience at guard proved tog
much of a hurdle to overcome. The score was tied with five minufes
to pl ay unt-stdrs fdvted thelGermwan guardd irtiarf
turnovers down the stretch. The final score wa3Z.7

The basketball game wamly a prelude to the main event
Chancellor Kohl found out the hard way that sometimes the pricejof
a free ticket can be huge.

Matthew held the microphone and waited faolersce. He
started in a low voice that gradually increased in depth and power
as he made his point. ARnGer mapy'
1985, making it a crime to deny the extermination of the Jews.j§In
1994, the law was tightened. Now, anyone whbligly endorses,
denies or plays down the genocide against the Jews facebs a
maximum penalty of five years in jail and no less than tlfe
imposition of a fine. Austria imposes even tougher penaltids.
Historian David Irving has denied the Holocaust and fapet 20
years in prison.o

AThese are facts that you I
can you allow foreign leaders to deny the existence of the holocgust
or the right of Israel to exifst
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Al ranian Pr esi dcdnejad hasadbsanbed dhe
Hol ocaust as 6a mythoé and s
Europe, the United States, Canada or Alaska. Previous
Ahmadinejad called for | srael
he expressed doubt thth e N a z isid mailliok Jewd derrthg
World War Il and Wednesdasepeatedhat the Holocaust was a
myt h. o

AAnd what do we do about it
The leaders of the free world, particularly those of you with-firs
hand knowledge of what neaction can d, must do more. We need
Germany to speak out! o

Matthew exited to a thunderous ovation while Chancellor Ko
and his advisorBimed andcontemplated their options.
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Steps to the Tower of Babel
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Chapter 15

Babylon Complete

The fiveyear completion deadline was fast approaching ard
the pieces were finally fallgin
Babyl ond Vinslsedtlrahkenio satge part to the succes

return the treasurdgsoted from the city over the last 110 years. The
English and surprisingly the French had been cooperative, dud in

Code is the earliest legal code known in itgirety. The divine
origin of the written law is emphasized by a4pakef in which the

block of black diorite nearly eight feet high, was unearthed by @
team of French archaeologistsatsa, Irag, formerly ancient Elam,
during the winter of 1901. The block, broken in three pieces, Ifas
been restored and is now displayed in the Louvre in Paris.

A Wh at do you know about t he C
Ken one evening. ngbuttomartlkeahcbddiad gy o
not support Herodotusd cl ai mj t
with prostitution. The French made a big deal about giving it §p
before they acquiesced. 0

AThey shoul d, itds the d
systems. Hammurald e scr i bed t he the taddeto R s
enjoy stable government and good rule so that the strong maygnot
oppress the weak, that justice may be dealt the orphan andjthe
widow.@®
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A | sot urltke our bill of rights; the right to a trial by jury and
that type of thing?o
ANot really, but 1t did addgre

them injury. The criminal law was based upon the principle pf

equal retaliation, an eyfer-aneye systemismi | ar t o Nl
AThe sun god must have bee

AWhat did he have to say aboujt
ANot hi ng, thatodos one thing Qthth

rich and powerful .o
Awel |, |l m gl ad to have it jba
where it should be presented.}o
The French and British treasures paled in comparison to
contents of theof Berlin's famous Pergamon Museunfihe
Germans were initially reluctanto relinquish their treasures
because the artifacts were an integral component of fe

the Near East. Many of the exhibits were discovered by Gernfan
archaeologists in the twenty years preceding World War Il. Thdse

collection containing examples of architecture from the time pf
Nebuchadnezzar I, including the monumental Ishtar Gate, e

Babylonian, but contributed to the resistance of the Germangjto
relinquish any part of their collection. A particular attraction is the
Pergamon Altar, one of the wonders of the ancient world. The
reconstructe altar, dedicated to Zeus and Athena, dates from abput
160BC. The frieze showing the gods fighting against the giagts
once circled the altar and is one of the finest exasnpfethe
exquisite workmanship of that era.

Pressure on the Germans mounted asBhbylon rebuilding
process progressed and the world community began to see redults.
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Sadam Husseinds Iimprint on tihe
palace he had constructed on the hill overlooking the city had bgen
completely renovated into a 400 room hated conference center.
The infrastructure was complete, but there were no strestight
utility poles marring the landscape. All power was providgd
through underground cables. The old city would enjoy runniflig
water, modern sewage and would be-fiwiriendly, but you
couldnoét tell from the outsi dle.
| approached Matthew eighteen months ago.

AMatthew, the engineers ar
needtheartifacts here soon or start on plan 0
AWhat 6B? @l an
i P I-Baisawhen we complete the walls and streets without tRe
Germanarfiact s, 0 | replied i mpatifen:

AJi m, the artifacts wild/l bfe
mont hs?o

AOkay, but six months i c upt t
then we have to go ahegawvithout them. You are aware that we

Y.y

compl ete the installation.
AThey will. bHeavheerle ,evleirm| et jyo

on OProcession Streetd whichfj w
achevement. Last week we conducted a wliough for
archeologists, museum curators and historians and received fave
reviews. The comments of the Pergamon museum director were
particularly rewarding.

AYou have captured the spdgd ¢gdnd
Babylon must have been like. | was breathless when | enteredjthe
Ishtar Gate and walked down Procession Street. The castle fhnd
temple are magnificent. | am so happy that the German governngent
agreed to donate our artifactj@s.

| almost choked at his chatarization of these artifacts as
6Ger mano, but | diplomaticalljy
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how Matthew had convinced the Germans to donate the artifgcts
they had stolen a century earlier. It had started with the exhibitfpn
basketball game Matthéws t eam had pl aye i
subsequent onreour meeting with Chancellor Kohl. | laughec
aloud when | heard t hWe HKiadk phAes
video and a subsequentdeo showing the popularity and support
from kids and adults alike, whenetiMilwaukee TV station had
attempted to chastise Matthew and the Jask theme.

A Wh at a g ICraacellor Kohbwolynteéred after the
tape had been c o suelwhyyeulshowed bt tio I
me?D

AChancel l or, we needto mdke theBja b
restoration authentic. o

Al 6m sorry, Mr . Wi | son, bu

them would result in irreparable damage to our Middle Edst
exhibit.o

AChancel | otthe game last mightr d yau stay fo
the speeches?90

Al did. Your challenge to tge
of what happened in World War Il was particularly courageous;
although my political advisons
onyouNo Ger man politician coul h

AYou |just saw the tape fr ojm
respect, | ask you Chancellor, do you believe your political carg@er
could survive a worldvide, grass roots boycott of Germa
exports?o

AEmbargers waer k, 0 cokfiddntly rfieTph e feed
always nations that will do businesghwou.0

Al 6m not tal king about gowver
about basketball fans and kids weviile, boycotting German
products. Let me show you a-388cond comercial we developed
that is scheduled to be shown Monday in Europe, America, Afriga
and the Middle East. o

Minutes later Kohl offered Matthew his full support and threg
weeks later the German parliament had enacted a declaratiof to
return the artifacts taaq.
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Basketball w a s rMatthewtcbukel playin hey
could also playolitical hardball when required.

Construction of nevBabylon presented an entirely different se
of problems. Rather than fighting with archeologists and muse
curators, we wer fighting time and the elements. It was a massi
undertaking involving twelve construction companies from sev
countries. | brought Marco in the first month to lead the effort a
he had returned home to the United States only six timésur
years He had a staff of 22 assistants to control the various proje
but this was not enough to f
required his attention. Ken was overseeing the -fiftg
accountants and clerical support staff responsible for reviewi
approving and paying vendor invoices, but it was difficult t
separate the two groups. Vendors and construction companies
al ways screaming for payment
that the work had been completed or the goods were deliverefl.
refusel to allow this project to acquire a reputation of payi
$75.00 for a screwdriver or for paying bogus employees.
established a quality control group to help ensure we got what
paid for, but this did not stop construction companies from runni
to Marco demanding payment and threatening to pull their cre
of f the job if they werenot

AJim, the French company
system until we Dbring thei
our weekly staff meeting.

AWhat sl dhep?090

NhThe hol dup is that they
k that they havenot

20 | asked, Knowi ng i

s

o
D o=
s
)

Q
©
e

Q

aim they have been
ab ubtu ntchhatof bul | shi

compromi se?o0
of fering them a 2
compromi se. 0
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to anot her sect orf. o
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AWhat 6s the damage i f theyfws
prgect manager responsible for the sewage.

Al ot would take a few weeksj f
speed, but in the |l ong run t hli s

|l s the Korean company stil ‘

I talked to them t hnextmowep k.

ALet s take a five minute re
little heartto-heart tal k with the Frefct

Ten minutes | ater we reconjve
company starts Monday. 0 n

The engineers had not exaggerated the itapoe of the high

addressed and the resultant drop in the water table facilitated a rjpid
comgetion of the infrastructure and highway system.

Now, with only two months before the grand opening, the ne
city was rounding into shape. Nine hundred thousand square fedk of
office would be ready by Aprilst all of it preleased. Another two
million would be ready in six months, half of it in a higgch office
park four miles west of downtown Babylon. Two banks, andfa
community hospital had opened a year ago and the large, 400 ped,
downtown hospital and surgical center opened last morgh.
Condominiums ad apartment complexes were popping up all ovr
and demand was outpacing supdly
Resortodo as the for mer W 8

private security force. Large housing projects were in varyilg
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and 1,300 square foot homes
Downtown was for the international bankers and busmes-

tourists tired of visiting Old Babylon, they would me here to
spend their money. It was working, as this was the fasted gro
area in the new city, second only to the black market shops

couldné6t stop it.
AAS l ong a t hand d e ma nsdh,o0
government of [ tol d me,
ACan we at contr ol
AWe can tr I tds part
Awel |, | et wh at we
become a sin city agan .

feet, were everywhere as Iraq was 97% Muslim, but there was &

a small a Hindu Temple, Roman Cathdliburchanda synagogue.

So far there had been no problems. | kept my fingers crossed.
The grand opening was set for March™2@he time of the

vernal equinox, the date of

the Assyrian empire. We had a lot of clagn work to do to

prepare.
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& Chapter 16

Africa

As NBA rosters begin to swell with international players, thE
league has started to look for the next frontier of great basketiall
talent. Most experts believe the next frontier is Africa.

"I think if there's a market in the future, it's Africa," said Dallgs
Mavericks coach Don Nelson, one of the major figures in t@e
international game. "The problem is infrastructure. There Jis
virtually none over there. That's why you see raw, talentddtash

Harvard, it's the same thing with basketball. Although there ar@ a
few exceptions, a young player cannot be expected to comd] to
America and excel at the collegiate or professional levéhal
aretot taught the basics duringfy:
Basketball without Borders Africa, an NBA sponsore

together the continent's top 100 junior high school players for thjee
and a half days of intensive training. This year, 22 African natiofhs

scheduledt o participate. Mut ombo
basketball unt i | he was 19, en
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shot blockers of all time in a career that spanned three decajles.
Mutumbo was the exception to the rule.
Matt hewdos all s tneonth toue @f mMfricanc | e ¢

stop included clinics, exhibition games and a mafghragainst the
host nation national team. | caught with Matthew in Ethiopia
where | watched him personally spend two hours with a tall, 15
year old boy named Mekdem. The boy had no idea how to ply
defense, shoot a free throw or execute ataoded bounce pass,
but boy, Mekdem could jump.

boys watched and | istened. alit t
ATry to keepr tfhien goearl d; odho nydgtu
hands, 0 Matthew]fssa

chest pass. o

now | etds pr
bounce pass. Nait §ba

wrists. Thatoés

hands, 0 he shouted
every move. AWhen you o
Pretend someone is handing you a baby, just let the ball settle jnto
your hands. Donodot fight it. DK &
wants to pass the ball to yo [
|l 6m tal king about, now youor k
Mekdemds face told me hatotkiekd | s ¢

some ass himself.

Matt hewbés teammates took er
wal ked over to where | was siftt
could use another good teachejr
il donodt have your patiencd,
do it. Whatdéds your secret?0o0

i No s €aachd fust love basketball and love people
What a thrill it would give me if some of these kids used baskethhll
as a means to get a college education and give something bagk to
the community. Do yo know that M& d e m me a rnshis Off i
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language? Mekdem told me he wants to be the first from his villgge
to play basketball i n Amer i cja.
eyes?0

tour was much more than l&growds and world leadetsit was
also an opportunity to work ormone with the children. Words
were not necessary as my eyéds
changed the subject.

Al was going to catch your jga
all-starss® t hey have anyone any gd¢qod
AThey have some nice playefs
good basketball, come see us play next Wednesday in the Repdblic
of Congo. This will also give you an idea of what this program s

all about . o

Ken, Marco, Father Seamé | chartered a plane Wednesday
see Matt hewo #-star redmeptay an talMfrican debm  «
led by NBA players Hakeem Olajuwon, with the Houston Ragke
now Portland's Ruben Bounmtigoumtje (Cameroon) and Toronto's
Mamadou N'diaye and DeSagdbep from Senegal and Orlando's
Olumide Oyedejifrom Nigeria Dikembe Mutumbo, from Zaire,
was team captain.
The first half was nothing, if not entertaining. It was a typicdl
all-star game with Olajuwon leading fast breaks and throwing doyn
dunks reminisoe t of his coll ege days
Drexel at t h e -Slammalearnsm at Oy, me

tied at 63 when thkorn sounded.

AWhereds the defense?0 Ken Jas
Al't s | i ke wastacgameng an NBA I
AThe only person that t
remar ked. Al thought he was et

Father Sean and | kept sitetWe had learned that Matthe
could defend himself and there was no need to sing his praises.
Africa took the ball out in the second half and quickly got tHe
ball to Diop who drove for the basket only to lose the ball §s
Matthew reached imand deflectedit away. The turnover started a
fast break resulting in two points. Moments later Olajuwon missgd
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a short, contested jumper. Matthew rebounded and started ancg
fast break resulting in what appeared to be an easy layup fd
teammate until Mutumbo leapddigh to swat the ball into the
stands. The crowd stood and roared as Mutumbo waived
forefinger at the player 6 don ot bring that
houseod, Mut umbods trademark
fouls in the NBA for taunting but not inAfrica.

The rest of the half featured exciting, harased defensive

big men unless you beat thedown the court dfa steal or long
rebound. Therternational team relied almost solely o Ma t t
l ong range shooting and he di
triple teamed, frequently by sewéooters, Matthew could get his
shot off any time he wanted.
Al t hought se@asatiorfoh hes
shot, but Wilson ise e n C Mar co
retract his earlier skepticism.

AThe difference is that Wi
Ken added.

Matthew could also do it on the defensive end as

Ol ajuwonbés shot at
point victory.
ACome on, l etds try t
as the crowd gave the players a standing ovation.
AHol dl havena feeling he best [
rememberi ng Msetid shewus svhaipthio African
basketball tour was all about. The crowd was still applauding
A | want to thank alll t he
tonigh t and have helped make
Matthew hesitated and the
raised almost $400,000, all of which will be donated to developi
youth basketball in the
Moreapp!l ause. ABut tonight
to one great ma n ; Di ke mbe
The crowd stood to cheer one of their own.
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ADi ke mbe, I wi || p

Congo. You didnot y
and for t hat elcromdpgmbirred standing and gavgT h
Mutumbo another long and enthusiastic ovation.

AMost of you know this man§ce

expenses?o

ADo you know the Mutombo spt
Foundation to combat childhood diseases in this country and thall he
regularly sends back suppliesf a

ADo you know he has contriput
own money to help fund a 3@f#d Biamba Marie Mutombo
Hospital and Research Center, named for the memory of Ris
mot her ?0

ADo you know that every yeRr
offseason and works i r el essly with <chifjl d
youth programs?o

ADo you know this man is fjl u

ADi kembe Mut ombo Mpol ondo Mu
Wamut omboo, Mdtt paut t shgrta hgnd
shoul der and using his full na

better place if there were more men avamen like you. Please let

me know i f you ever need my hjel
The crowd roared in delight, drpride in their countryman, as

Mutumbo and Wilson embraced.
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Mc Gi nni' s summed it p
the basketball and gane

wonder ful ?20

here wasndét a dry eye in h

makes me feel ashaméedt hbjayg
made a promise to myself to sit down wRlosannthe next time |
was home and decide how we could help make a difference. gve
needed to devote time as well as money, much like Dikenfpe
Mutombo.

Chapter 17
Akitu New Year Festival

There is a saying in sports made famous by Kevin Costnef§in
Field of Dreams,; Abuild it agd
done and they would come. | had done my part. We finished @ur
work on schedule and Babylon sveeady to be reintroduced to the
wor |l d. Wh a t better time thanfj A
festival. The elevewlay festival was expected to draw millions
including fourteen heads of states and numerous dignitaries.

In ancient Babylon, Akitu was cddeated at the time of vernal
equinox, the beginning of spring and the time of hope. Akitu wag a
ritual enactment of a battle between the new god Marduk and ghe
old goddess Tiamat. The myth was the story of creation, and ghe
ritual enactment of this battlbetween the gods was for the
purposes of bringing heaven and earth, macrocosm and microcgsm,
back into proper relationship and synchronization. Putting it mgre
simply, it was a yearly ritual performed for the purposes of startifig
over fresh with a cleanate.

New Year's is the oldest of all holidays and was first observd
in ancient Babylon about 4,000 years ago. The Babylonian Ngw
Year began with the first visible crescent of the first New Mod
after the first day of spring, the vernal equinox. It maddepe
sense to celebrate in spring when new craps planted and
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greater importance on the spring festival.
Planning for the 1-Hay festival was undertaken by a blue

make sure that thegomi t t eeds wi sh | i st

before the festivaMarco and Imet with the Akitu committee for

the last timeWe were ready; the basic elements were in place.
There were two main temples framed by lush gardens &

Marduk, was not merely a conqueror of Chaos, but also
personification of the life in natur@he Bit Akitu, the place where
t he

the Bit Akitu was the main
point of the religious celebration.

ALet 6s go through t he s ceh ¢
commi ttee chairman requested,
the temples and grounds look wonderful; my compliments to
and your team. o0

AThank you. I t hought t he
concurred. 0 We s hmauthedt cb ec ed belbe

AHow many people do you

AThree million, maybe mor e;

everyone was expected to

Mar co interrupted. AYods r efe
handle more than a couple million people. Where are you plan
to house them?0




QPhenom 117

AThe first five days of t hje
days and we have scheduled the different cities to come fon
specified days. o

Alf they alel tahmew dpPmatnodn gur
be able to defeat Ti amat-humbri s
tone. I didndét get it wuntil r
chaos. | wanted to laugh, but thought better of it.

AKen, o | a d mo ni mdisemight ndt thiokwhisrg g
was funny.

AOn day six, the gods arri vje
Nabu, the son and avenger, who takes up residence in Ezidaf his
private chapel in the temple Jof

He spoke of gods, but was wbusly referring to the 37
dignitaries that would be sailing up the Euphrates River, duplicatfhg
the path taken by the gods 6,000 yeesslier inMar co, a
ready?o | asked, already Wi
complete walkthrough of the entireropect yesterday and
everything looked good.

ATher e ar eavdilableand thebnater gseiieen feet
deep and clear. Security will be handled by the Iragi army with Rir
support provided by the air force. Luxury suites have been reserfed
for heads bstate in the Nebuchadnezzar Palace in Old Babylon §If
they needed more space, we glot
Marco explained, referring to The Sadamm Marriott.

AExcell ent . By the way, | rfec
to view the parade of bges. It will be something special. The
committee is installing temporary grandstands along the route.

Ale | | be there. We have alrppea
replied.

AnDay seven, Nabu, wi t h hell p
Marduk by force from the mouain of the Netherworld, and on da
eight all powers are conferred to the liberated god who then is regdy
to lead the battle against the powers of darkness, death and cpaos
t hat mi g ht affect Babyl on i t
chair man c tenMardukis dberationii tAef statues of th
gods are brought together in the Chamber of Destinies to forejell
the future. o
AJi m, does your team have y
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AThis wil| ijv e

Marco, anything to add?o

ANo, other thanithe {t hgqueri it

The committee ignored Marcadds
traditional Islam teachings, liquor woulie flowing freely in most
restaurants and suites.

ADay nine is the triumphal pr
the king’s guidance. This represents the participation of fhe

destruction of Tiamat, he god of <chaos. Ay
Adlusta gener al guestion, O r e
the king?06 Good question, | tgho
during the Akitu Festival and is a key player in the celebration. The
political implicatiors of this designation were huge.
AYou wi | | need to wai't to fingd
politely, Abut y ou ar e ec

such, the king represents p
press Kends point.
A O nay 1D, Marduk celebrates his victory witketgods of the
Upperand Under Wirlds at a banquet in the Bit Akitu and return
to Babylon for the Sacred Marriage Rite. The king was then made
the Divine Bridegroom, and the HigRriestessas his Divine
Consort, the Goddess incarnatfe.
AWho imgthe Highfiesess? 0 Ken asked
bored with the slow pace of the meeting
AActuall vy, Ken, there wild/l b
Marduk’s temple, Esagila, where the original sacred marrigge
probably took place. We are expecting over athouka c ou p I je s
fRegarding the feast, o | i njte

feast for the heads of state@fJin
make your security people hapipy

AThatg@owdai dea. I 61 1 t al i (
think they will agree. o
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ADay 11 is the Second Detefgm
assemble once more in the Chamber of Destinies to determinefjthe
destiny of society in the ensuing year. This is thedasbf deities,
bringing auguries and omens for the prosperity of the land. We fre
goingtohave a & h édasidessoconferericethat orning
and try to take advantage of so many key people being togethdr in
the same hotel .o

ALet 6 s hop en talking gneorromertierougheuethe
week, 0 | added.

A D alg - The visiting gods return to their temples, and lif

sowingand trading forthe newcropsi t aken at hagd.

ATr ansporbteaetni oanr rhaansg e d , O C (
the question was asked.

AAny ot her guestions bef orfe
asked.

AHow are the Kurds reactdi )
ADonot some of them still : I
Kurdish in origin and traces back to 612 BC when Kawa led the
i n an
tot he Assyrian Empire. o | was | al
when | saw that the committee took this question seriously. The
Kurds were a real concern to the Iraqis.

AYou are correct, Mr . Reed )
y

back to 2,000 BC. We are keepfin
Aifl thatos all , enand Ihleok forwaydota § g
seeing you at the Akitu Festifjva
AThank you, Mr . Chair man. ar
le

sightseeing with the wives anjd
beback in time for the procesgdgio
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|+ Chapter 18
Beijing, China

We visited The Great Wall, The Forbidden City an

crowd for a basketball game n
91,000 peopBuwekspNasctk@e,d hdme fof h

was far too small. This was a culmination of a forg tour through
China that icluded competitions against the Chinese team in Holg

Team into the stadium.
Yao Ming, poufnd

and the first to be considered ansthr. It would be easy to define
Yao Ming as simply just another tall basketball playet, el is

celebrity, Yao Ming is one of the top 100 most influential people

the world. He is a living symbol for a country of 1.3 billion people
Born in the modern city of Shanghai in 1980, Yaevg up in

an era when 80% of China was agriculture and still aspired to ghe
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teachings of Confucius, a 5th century B.C. scholar who taught ghe
proper way to act, whom you should respaett how you should
approach everyday life. There was little freedomchbice and
room for alternative philosophies such as Taoism and Buddhigm.
Yao learned the principles of Confucianism, but also studied fhe
teachings of others such as Zhuge Liang; a military advisory who
lived from 181234 A.D. Liang advocated providing gae with

state his goals, in a time when most Ceaavoid making claims
of victory and make excuses why they might not win.

There is a Chinese saying tgha
Wang Zhi Zhi was the first CHIin
flag bearer in the 2000 summer Olympics in Sydraistralia,

early matchups and rarely spoke to the new pretender. Wang We
more popular in China than Yao Ming, but higpptarity fell when
he refused to play for the national team after his first year with the

forced to choose, he would choose the honor of playing for fhe
ChineseNational Team over the NBA. TogaWang languishes on

the bench for the Mavericks and his popularity has declined.fin
China, and with Yao Ming, there is no bigger honor
responsibility than playing for your country. Yao Ming wa
honored with carrying Chi nad@s
Athens, Greece and in 2008 was the most photographed Olymifian
during the games opening ceremony.

In his autobiography Yao cites two quotes that influenced Hfis
devel opment ; ARThe successful ar
have failed are banditsand vV | ai ns. 0 Every @hi
this expression and many people live by it. The second adage fjvas
applicable to todayds <contesj.
books. 0 Ther e wie eventhg, bue Yamwantddo § e r
write the history of tr8 historic competition. These thoughts werg
in Yaodbs mind as he | ed his e a

up and be a winner.
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Outdoor basketball games on temporary platforms, with a iL5
mph wind swirling around the arena, often blowing shot attemgts
off course, do not lend themselves to perfect basketball. e
conditions favor te big man and China had threead’Ming, Yi
JianlLi an, a 70, 230 pound f offwe
Tigers, and Chang Zhi zZhi from the Dallas Mavericks. Mar}
Chinese ieluding Ming himself, believe that Yi is already the beg
player in China.

entered the fourth quarter. ao
were offset by 38 points from Matthew who was unsétyb,
hitting 14 of 18 shots including six thr@einters, despite the
windy conditions. Yao Ming saink

inbounds pass and raced up the sideline looking for an jopgm
shot, but at the last moment, dribbled behind his back to eludephis

a two-handed, iryour-facedunk hat would win the gme for the
all stars. Yi was too light and lacked the strength to stop Matthe

and will to win that is lacking in mst Chinese, Yao raced up the
floor after his go ahead basfget
body into the air and managed to get-twa@d on the basketball;
deflecting it away a moment before Matthew was about to throw it
down for the winning points. Yasprawled to the floor under the

in what was later described asatypical, Chinese reaction. Histor
bookswoulddesdsie t hi s exhi bition vi t

jump shot as he had done all evening, rather than drive all the Way
to the basket. His reply was interesting.Wh a t wo ul t
accomplished? How many people would that halease@ o
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It was yet another confirmation that Matthew was always ofie
step ahead of us.

AHow i s Babylon | ooking?o at
the subject. Al und eeastima scliedule thej m
St ate Department gave you?o0
| aughed. AHas 1t been thgt

have made some good p

Jim.alopynomdtt oeveok ig!
it about Babyl onjf,

job site. Why? 0
Al 6 vebubseyen Ji m. O
AAre you coming to the AKkI tju
haved r eady committed. 0
ANo, I dondt think so. 0
AwWhy? Why dondt you want b
Matthew hesitated before S W

not pl eased and destroyed t hje
thereby creatinggo muchconfusion among the workers that the
were forced to give up their jpl
But that was then and thisf i
city. o
Do you remember what Jere a
Jeremi ah predicted t he ddst

allowed to decayrad wi t her away. O
nJi m, J e refemirg tothe futumesBabylon, the one you
just buil t. Read Revelation, jth
AYou believe it wi | | happep,
understanding of where Mat yshgw
believed this project was doome
AYou have don a great Jjob .
t at

0
the city so h the prophecyf c
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Ken and | flew back to Baghdad and arrived in time to meg
Rosannand Chris at the airporlt had been four weeks and the

man hol di ng t hoe sii Sginmp smi rPtayrfit mi
luggage was loaded and the limo driver started the-gikymile
journey to Baghdad.

AThifsi risst cl ass treatment, o §Ch
have something bad you want tJo

Al agr esanmmdid,e,dd A You dondt Jus
like this unless there is a reason. Are you going to tell us that ygur
project I s extreantdefd yinrdg yloawumal wi

ANope, o | | aughed, Afwe havej n
obvious. We just want you to be impressed when we drive into fhe
new city.o

AHave there been security on
bullet proof gass in the windows.

ANot really, o | replied. 0 |
Ken supported me ; nlt S
succeed; Sunnis, Shiites, Iranians, Kurds; everyone. There phas
hardly been crime in the cityj t
Two hours later we still had hoeached Babylon as our limo

to Babylon on foot. Al thougpt
hour . o

Fifteen minutes | ater my cadqll
as | answered the phorféve minutes later | hung up and turned t
Ken. fAApparently Marco has befen

AGo-bdsy, | hope, 0 Ken said i

NfRemember t hat | ast commi t J| ece
that they might have three million people for teremony and |
asked wher¢hey would ptith e m? 0

ADonot t el |l me they under gst
once. o0

AYou guessed 1t. Mar co say s t
first day and as you can see, the roads are stilled packed With
pilgrimages from a far away as Turkey and Iran. He estimatds
there are over thirty mill:i p
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AHow did they handle it
CIlA agent , which she was.
Shias, Shiites and Kurds alhr own i nt o t he

ANo, surprisin security

ndét been a si act of

festival beg five days

You know, t ha what ut he
of rejoicing and peace. C
o, what i Roséantaskedpr obl em?20
he challenge is to find
and eat, 0 Ken said. fANot to
the prayer temples that are designed tt koo million people at
most . O

AHow are they handling i

AAfter our meeting | ast
potenti al probl ems if t hree
answered with my proud thought of everything voicéBefore we

e
S
T

t

in every park, stadium and open space in the city complete
portable toilets and mess hal
RnSo despite the size of th
in placenjseéd. Ken sur
AThat 6s right. Marco buil't

without going all the way

ARSee how much can get
commented while pokingen in the ribs.

ALook, we ar e ¢ 0 mRasannsaidpas she
pointed to the right. AANnd |
but there has been a steady stream of people since we left Bag
How many more people can they

want to be here for
AThat 6s going to
Rosanmsked?
| started to answer, but wasnt er r upt ed.
n o i SMe Alldistened as the noise became louder. It best could
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described as a loud, mournful wailing. | finally figured out where jt
was coming from.

AMusl ims are praying. Marcofj m
during the daily prayer ceremonies. This must be the middRy
prayer. o

AWhen do they pray?o0o Chri s a
this.o

Rosanrbeat Ken to the punch, saving us a long lecture.

AMusl ims pray once before thef s
midday, once Wwen the sun sets, and once at night. The prayer tinges
vary daily depending on the season and the rising and setting of ghe
s u rRpsanrsaid proudly, looking directly at Ken.

Not to be outdone, Ken added
you know that Muslim®nly pray towards Mecca because that is
where the Kabaa is located; the house of god built by the prophe
Abr aham. I f you | ive 1in y

AToo much information, O ajd d
oneupmanship, buRosannmanaged to have the last word.

nlf t hi the productso@Muslins praying, | wonder
what i1t sounds | i ke at funer ajl s

Twenty minutes later the limo dropped us off in front of thg
Ishtar Gate, a magnificent structure dating back to 575 BC. Ondlo
eight gates to the inner city, the Ishtar Gate is the most beaufful
and ornate. Lavishly decorated withlue glazed tiles and
alternating rows of dragons and aurochs in bas relief, the Ghte
together with the Walls of Babylon was once considered oneeof
Seven Wonders of the World.

ACome on | adi es, i t Ons. Tleerearb @ r t
nocars all owed iTihe Gaté epened up omntof t
Procession Street where tomorrow the gods would walk o
Mardukds templ e.

Ken and | were proud puppies ag saw the reaction of
Rosannand Chris. Their mouths were agape as they took in fhe
splendor of the golthden street and the 120 ornate frietfest
lined Procession Streetach depicting a golddion. Ahead of us
was Nebuchadnezzkra n e e z e r hlatsrose faus huhdeed feet
high, blocking the lower half of the Tower of Babel that reached §ip
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to the clouds. To our right were the hanging gardens, sjill
considered one of the Seven Wonders of the Ancient World.

| looked atRosannand saw the tears come t her 2 S .
you okay?0o | asked, ijng

A | have never seen [ S
said between tears. i dtu
justice. 0

Chris was equally i mpr esrsee(.
t housand years in time when jjwe
absolutely amazing. o

|l was more than a | itt]l ou
as we entered éhNebuchadnezzars cast | e.
keys. o

AHow di d s ved asde walked with ine tkje n
the front . Al thought t hli s

AAnd al so peopl e that n G
booked two suites by st

Al wonder t hat c osed. d e

AGuys, 0 going to changpe
mi nut es, 0 i decl ar ed.

A We canot it Rosanna g e e etdh.q A
unbelievabl e. ¢

Ken and | looked at each other and shook oadedrom east
to west. wédhm simidtap o s y. ADI nner
are for8:00. 0

Al t 6s oWelhgve @ent) & time to walk around befor
dinner, 0 Chris suggested, refflus

The following afternoon we watched from our vantage poift
among the splendor of the Hanging Garsl as the boats came intc
view. Millions of people lined both sides of the Euphrates agd

we could hear the roar of éhpeople upriver as the processio
passed.

AThi s remi nds me of t he 0 S |
Rosannsaid in awe as the flotilla of vintage sailing craft preceddd
the barges carrying the godRosannwas referring to the annual
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invasion of the piratelose Gasparilla, who every year accompanidd
by hundreds of revelers, sails his pirate ship into Tampa Bay gnd
captures the city. The mayor of Tampa surrenders the keys tofthe
city, initiating a wild celebration and victory parade.
AYes, | n adoesrbathdtce that there aretno powdr
boats in this invasion. o
AThanks so much for invitiphg
over to kiss me on the cheek.
ADondt thank me, t hank Ken. H
AAgai n?o
ALook, here comes Naas the llargest § b a
barge complete with a small temple and a raised throne came nto
view.
Do youlsseewlol said, passfin
Wati s it?20 Chris asked.
The President of t h eMahmsud afmi
Ahmadinejad Keouaoed. @Al dondt belie
Al sndt that a s | aRowsamma s kt ehde. AN
did we allow it?0o0
ANobody knew, 0 I replied, A
commi ttee chairman we deal't It
ALet 6s go gepgesed.dri nk, 06 Kenf s
The 1tday Akitu festival was an overwhelming success fro
an organizational perspective. Day after day the events wentl as
planned and the participation of the common people represented@ by
the King, played by the President of Iraq, went much befen
expected. U.S. and Western diplomats kept a stiff upper §ip
regarding the choice of Ahmadinejad to assume the role of phe
conquering god Marduk, who triumphed over chaos.
Did theUnited States represent chaoghe Muslim worl®
The four of us haé wonderful time and met modkgnataries

interested in making sure Chris aRdsanrwe r e h aRogamn. n
is happy, ftodkem happy, 0 |

A An dRosarfni s n 6t happy, eo | I nft e
finish the adage.
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day. After five years of hardiork, Ken and | were able to step bac
and enjoy Babylon for the first time.

AWhere are you t ak iRosgnmnasked theofj d
four of us walked along Procession Street for the last fiin¢. 6 s § o u
last night. How about the restaurant in HaggiGardens again,
assuming we canh get a reservagti

AThat would be fine, but fijfs
of t he gods 6. I want t o s e |

daythegods determine the destin 0
AThat ought to be good, O 2 N
|l adies to dinner and you joli u

ADi d the meebhi@eagk ofiptedar lgpds e
AWhat 6 s wr Roeagnasked iasnsh® saw the ashe
expression on my face. | waited for the drinks to come beforq |

answered.

AMarduk announced that an hlou
signed a peace treaty and he persgriels moved his headquarters
to the Temple on the Mount. o

AWhat 6s that mean?0 Chri s ) a ¢
terribly wrong.

Al ot means that t hat Il ran as
answered.

AAnd thatdés not all, o | rioko rgti
and signaling to the waiter tjo
joint treaty with Iran and the intention of moving the capital of Irgh
to Babylon. The coalition, meaning the U.S., has been given @ne
month to pack up and | eave. o
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iYou me an i tPresident Jalala Galabani and
Ahmadinejad have been planning this all along as we busted pur
asses to rebuild Babylon for jth
sure when this st @rt
s ome t i meame nohe tao sopn. ifje d
Kosgntabkedn g el se ?0
enough?o | repfl i ¢
out on the o]
mood. O
it hi sundendsve ket | d «
back to the ay

e, o | suggesh e

—0 —> E
c o (@]

SOt5 DNy x NN = AN

(@)

3

o

be
Chris agreed s celebrate th g
|l et others worry about Babyl ofno

0
0
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Chapter 19

Iran Expansion

The four of us headed towards Baghdad the next mornfg
along with millions of Iragis in a jubilant, arimerican, mood.
Unlike our ride into Babylon, the return trip to Baghdad was dofje
in a military escort and an ordinararcso as not to attract undue
attention. The peaceful atmosphere of Akitu was replaced py
militants lining the highwaybrandishing automatic guns and
chanting slogans. We were all relieved when the wheels of fe
Boeing 767 lifted off from Baghdad.

ADriammkysone? 0 asked the stewdgrd

AScot ch, and keep 6em comifphg.
join me?o

Al 61 1 have a bl oody afuh Drinking bjju t
on airplanesgest t o me because of the@jJal

ASo, what 668 Keruragkadcht®s t hje
Ken was in an aggressive mood and apparently felt no effect frpm
l ast nightdés drinking.

| called Matthew on the phone built into the back rest of th
seat in front of me as the drinks were served. It rang just ofice
bef or e | heard the familiar vd@ic
call . o

nWel | hell o, Matt hew, trifed
you heard the news. 0

i Wh at news, | 6ve beena fa datm Jo f
since Wednesday. Whatodéds goingl o

Matthewhad me going for a moment untiénvisioned him on
a f at far m. AYeah, youobdre boQjy
really need to | ose weight.

Al heard the news and by t hje
it out safely. Please give my bestRosanrandt he ot her §. 0o
Al will . o
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Als there anything you can e

the airport. AAhmadi nejad deffin
Did I tell you | was there whenheamd e t he announfer
ANo, give me your | mpressi ons
I t hought for a mo meeallybeleees r e

hi gher power, 0 | t ol diseMfaahytdineetw,
reference to God. AThe rol e f

AYeah, that role would fit ghi
el se?0

A | got the I mpression that t |
much bigger, like this is only the first mev. 0

Al't iSsSmeJoMm.the prophecies i

What do you think 1is t
| sr ael is in a tough posi tfio

at the Temple Mount. Il t6s | ulst
crackdown onall non-Islamic religions. Read your iBe, Jim;
Daniel, Jeremiah, Revelation.jo

AYou dondt think they woul dj f
do you?o

ARead Jeremiah, 0 Matthew answ
three times beforee Wy donodot yaldh depervalai
di dndét have an answer so | it

fWill you be in Florida anytime soorRosannand | would
|l ove to cook you dinner. o

Al ol l | et f yoat kRloeovr i da, I
permits are close to being approved. 6 h i to Ken g@nd

AWhat did Mat t Rosavnmmsheslv e t 0 ay

ANOt t oo much; h &novbifane gat @ut df W
|l raq all right. He did tell e

Al thought | heard him ment§ o
Al dondt r ecal led Mhismwasnatyne w el fjt h
Rosannl mi g ht be traveling agaifjn.
couch and watch TV together unt

A Tr y Rosanrsaid as she squeezed my hand.
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| kept my promise, and for the next four yearseldom left
home without Mary. We didnoét S
television, but we did spend a lot of quality time together. We alo
spent time with our kids and two grandchildren, courtesy of Pdte
and Ambre. Pete was still competing on the probess tennis
circuit and was currently ranked #6 in the world. He was sl
looking for his second grand slam title to back up his win at Rolaphd
Garros six years ago. He had come close in Australia this ydar,
finishing runnefup to Roger Federer. WinningpRnd Garros again
would be a tough task as long as Nadal was around.

Ambre was ranked #1 in the world three years ago when ghe
announced that she and Pete were expecting their first childil in

January. A year at giving birth to Cassidy shwelcomed Luke

and Logan, fraternal twins who weighed in at a combined weightfof

fourteen pounds, t wel ve ouncds.
be over at the age of twenty six.

Petebs younger sister Lisa a
her win at Wimbledon thigear and three other victories. It was he
third grand slam tournament win including a victory over Ambre ft
the French Open to avenge her loss in the finals six years agofthe
year that Pete shared the title with CarlBesannand | were in
Paris and théve of us had celebrated at dinner that night. Lisa w@s
obviously in a good mood and was not about to let Ambre @ff
easily

Awel |, I guess we know who Ofs
waiter delivered a special cake tiRdsanrhad ordered.

Ambre wasp t backing down. ARHasf s
error in the world rankings? The last time | looked you were lille
tenthousad points behind me, 0 a [

Al 6m not good at number s ;
will look awfully good onmymain| e . o

AYeah but | had to put my last one in storage uhtddd a
trophy room to my house, but | still have the one on display frd
the year | kicked your butt ifn

AWel | |, this is going to be Jth
looks likeyoumi ght have | ost a step jor

AGIi rl s, 0 t Rosdndsaid as she isawhthe verba
Ssparring was getting out of hian




QPhenom 134

Conversation was minimal for a few minutes until we finishegn
t he cake. I coul dnoétdiheh @t bfuft ni
slice. Pete broke the silencgq.
to make. Ambre, will you do the hon@rsRosannsqueezed my
hand and we held our breath it
help getting in one more jab at Lisa.
h aided to dete from tennis after the US Opdnjust
6t stand playing |ike thig a
mpi ons that just hang on. o
Ambr e, I was |Just ki ddi ngj a
gized.
Ambre, 0 Pete chastened.
A We |ylSeptetmber, | will dehitely have lost a step or two.
three months pregnant. o
That was how we found out we would become grandparents gor
the first time. Needless to say | ordered champagne to celebratefand
the three of us toasted Pete and Ambre aednewest addition to
our family.

Christmas was family time, and we invited the kids to Tamgla

friend. Rosanrand | hoped it would be someone special.
Al didnét even kmonvwe.she wasf d
A P a r arenoftemn the last to know, Jimthink she is past the
when they ask permission.Jo
was past that age whenjg s
I tds that English t@n
edon?o
t hought t hey dwseroe | gfpo O
guess we wil/l find out he
sl eeping in the guestroom.}Jo
We were not disappointed. Lisa and Tom Reynolds, a thirg
three year old businessman from New Amsterdam, announced their
engagement at dinner the nigheyharrived. It only took me two
seconds to say yes when he asked permission to marry my @nly
daughter. Lisa just laughed when we mentioned the guest room.
AComedadd, get real . o
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Pete, Ambre, Cassidy and the twins arrived the next day @
the house turrte into a delightful madhouse. The twins wer
fourteen monthsold and a handful, and Cassidy was at an a
where she alternated bet ween

doting grandfdter to spoil her?
Pete was playing the Australian Open this year and Ambre

to go to Australia with Pet&kosanmand | knew that a month would
be a long time.

AThey offeredeta Ragnnpgirged oug
Abut we canot |l eave a nanny
woul d go crazy. o

Al think we should for
canot be that bad, can i

AYou donét hawve a cl

Awell, it will be a good way to
stay at home the first week and then take a couple days off e
week to spell you. o

O6m just a I|ittle disappoi
e need to stay there the
et e atstley wantttohrelive that month from six year

hel ped Pete gain the confi
Al know, but a month is
On Christmas Eve, we heard thesre o f t he

making a comeback, 0 Pete

real reason we asked you to watch the kids for so long. We B

including an exhibition match in Chenndi,n di a. 0
i mmedi atel vy, remembering
Hingis. This year Lisa would substitute for Martina.
ALIi sa, have you been in
ASure, but | want Pete t
but again.Ibetshé st i | | a step sl
AYouol | find out how s
with confidence.
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getting into?o0 oI
t hey call a bl ood fjeu

ADonot wor r y, nothiogmcompdredi tsthe iffs
Thanksgiving holiday, o | sai t
had hammered Ambre in the chest with a pblahk overhead,
before being humiliated by Ambre@in a grudge match.

AYes, we have grown updwithd @t

grin, drawing moans from the rest of us.
They might have grown up and become good friends, but thgey
were still just as competitive. | would have loved to see thdir
exhibition mat c h Rosanowouldiagree itodstayolt
home to wath the grandkids by herself.

The next month flew by quickly, but bofRosannand | were
happy to see Pete and Ambre get off the shuttle at the Tarfpa
airport. ANever again, o we th
bed last night, but we knew we wouldefedifferently in a few
months, or years.

AHow did it go, any probl efms?
escalator down to the baggage claim section on the ground floor

AGreat, the kids were ut
with a straight face.

AbDka, how bad was it?0

ANot too bad, o | said. h

ASorry, but | had it i d .

Congratul ations, agai § S

cond major must feel g

| t doehsajn btehtet efri rtst [ h
And he owes it all to of A
hYep, you were my number onje
I 61 I al ways be vyour numb efr
playful smile.

For the record, Lisa had &en Ambre in their exhibition
match, winning & in the third set in a competitive match no
usually seen in exhibition matches. As the luck of the draw wodld
have it, the girls did not play each other again. Lisa won the Sydiley
tournament the week befothe Australian, but was upset in the
guarters of the Australian by a French qualifier. Ambre reached fhe
quarterfinals of her warmp tournament and then wowed the
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crowd again as she made it all the way to the finals in Melboughe
before losing to Justinelenin. Ambre and Pete were the talk o
tennis, and everyone knew that it was only a matter of time befgre
Ambre was back to #1.

Ken and | were twaup with three to play, on Jack Pardo an
Hi | Davi s, | ast year 060s cTamga fc h
from Montgomery, Alabamawhen my cell phone started to
vibrate. We had a no cell phone rule at the club, but this wasjjan
exceptionl] was expecting the call.

AMatt hew, l 6m i n a meeting
hour ?0

AUs e y owood off the teeedindriver will get you into
troubl e. o

AOkay, you got me . Wh a t ca |
other three players groaned.

AReal qgui ck; you can <call e

FatherMcGimi s and | wi | | be wait.i g .
ADoes this mean you have the
AYep! o
ASee you Monday. I 61 | I yb u
AOkay, |l et 6s finish these gjuy

what the conversation ut

format, but still good golf.
| pulled driver without thinking and hit through the fairwa

play sideways into the fairway.
AYoudr e hitting t he ball f a
encouragingly, after | hit six iron from 175 yards to ten feet.
nYeah, but I S h ewd odd hoafvfe t@ihsee
replied, thinking back to what Matthew had said. Ken d n 6tb e
putt as Jack made a-f@ot birdie putt to win the whole. Our lead
was down to one, with two to play. We were all even as we headed
to eighteen after Jack $8fl a fouriron on the 18¢/ard Rar three
17" and my twentyfive foot birdie putt immed the cup.
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AJack, 1 tds i ke ol d times,|0
to the 18 tee.
ASure does bring back memorf e

putt this ti me-footputlenfadertorwinrthg clubq@ t

championship and control over the Mexico casino project.

Davis took threavood and found the middle of the fairway, leavin
his partner a four or five iron layup tbe front of the water hazard.

AWow, 0 Ken excl ai 0s
you hit. o

the greenKen had a decision. Despite my 3g¢érd drive, Ken still
had 230 yards left to a small target with little margin for erray.
Fortunately, he had drawn a decent lie.

Al mi ght need It od ol nadyt ' if m

hi gh enough to hold the . 0

getwddhde?re® with [ £
Maybe, but | would need c
Youdbre the man, o | sai %
Here goes not hi ngswhnghe e
Ninety nine percent of amateur golfers would over swing
this situation, but Ken was the other one percent. He made perfect
contact and was in complete balance as he held his follow throggh
and watched as the ball floated down softly on the fainthe
green, bounce once and stopped six feet from the flag.
AHow could you | eave It shofrt
going to be baited.
AYoubre welcome, 0 he replied.
Davis hit sand wedge to eight feet and Jack madebiticke
putt, but could only w@hed as my eagle putt curled in the rig
side of the cup.
ADej a vu, 0 Xlockkiis bead athdongratulated

Can you

me.

fiLet 0s have a few beer s t o c

course, 0 knowing that Ken and I
we boudnt drinks for our friends and other club members. $1@0
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woul dndot go far, but braggi ng
next time we played. | was playing to a two handicap, a far ¢
from the 18handicap golfer that had joined the club 15 years lago
also was testimony to the amount of golf that | had played the ¥
four years since the Babylon project ended.

ADo you wever think about
asked Ken after the others had laftd we sat around and nurseqg
our last beer.

A lureglo. | wonder what it looks like now after four years ¢
Musl im occupation. o

AYou Kragoamd, Babylon araothing more than puppet
for that guy in JerusalenAhmadinejad has set himself up e
divine ruler of the world 0

AWhat 6s s t r amadimejadi asimits Heaig onhA
caretaker. They are all waiting for the™2mam, or secalled
Mahdi, to appear, 0 Ken mused

fiThe whole thing scares nde, K eHave yodi read much of
the Bibleor some of those books about emdds prophesies and
the second coming?o

Al 6ve read a Ilittle bit.

judgment s, seven trumpets
more about the Roman empire?g
AThat 6s the Historicism vi

Rome as a symbol for the
Revelation, but Jeremiah, Matthew, David and others talk abo
too. 0
Al dm not foll owing you, Ji
Al &m concerned that we ar e

fight against the Antichrist and the end of the world as we know
Hundreds of millions of peopl

Al tos hard t o detnbplatianhwah Iranw
threatening to drop nuclear bomb oBaghdad 0




QPhenom

AAnd al |l t h es thataotcurrechdver ttha past Bvig e r
years; hurricanes, floods, droughts, volcanoes, mass starvatiof in
Africa; the |ist goes on and jon

ADo you think the time is nga
Al dondot know, but I do w

the end times will be preded by the Antichrist setting up

regi me in Babyl on. ifng
mi stake. o0

AWhat does Matthew say?o0

A | think he would agree. u
foot in BabylonHe considers Babel the original city of sin.

AWel | |, itdéds hard to argue It
new Babylon is earning a reputation as the drug and vice capita§ of
the world. Matthew probably spaw

A Co me Jinp te¢ me dive you home. Yodre gettingtoo
mor ose. 0

Al know, may be | Rosanjwil say wharflr fa i
telhel 6 m off to Ethiopia again.jo

AThi s mi gphetr stoenayyotAr mageddom. o

an excited Father McGinnis and listened to the screams jof
jubilation in the background f
said kefore hanging up to join the wild celebration.

news.
A T h eter lgael dropped 13 feet, well within the-16 feet
range that we estimated. 0O

AHow does the shoreline | ?
AWe have some work to do t C
the piers and docks, but not Bi n
atourresortisie because we planned or
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AGreat | olby &™Mam&to, y aviMatthewbnd fKe
give them the good news. o0

(5 Chapter 20
Israel

Matt hewds trip to Jerusale h
start, but the basketball game was one of the most entertairfgng
sporting events | have ever witnessed. Part of it was that the Jeish
people in this oppressed country were desperately searining
something to cheer about, but a lot of it was Matthew.

There is no shortage of Jews at the executive levels of fhe
NBA, including the commissioner of the league, David Stern. Thdre
have been a few great Jewish players in the past including Half of
Famer Dolph Schayes, who played for the Syracuse Nationjls
throughout the 1950s, and Ernie Grunfeld, the son of Holocalist
survivors, who went on to star with the New York Knicks in thg

Israeliborn player has never played in the NBA.

Israeli basketball star Oded Katash is trying to become the figst
Katash's 22 points per game for the Israeli National Taatime
European Championshipgs the best average among all
tournament scorers ame wasone of 20players picked for the
first-ever European AlStar game. If Katash makes tNBA team,
he'll have to accept a salary that would reportedly be in the
$400,000 rangeconsiderably less than what he makes playing
basketball in Israel.

Thelast Israeli player with serious hopes to make the NBA wgs
Doron Sheffer, who starred for the University of Connecticut fro
1993 to 1996. He was selected in the second round of the 1996
NBA draft by the Los Angeles Clippers, but decided to return horge
after not being offered a guaranteed contract. Three other Israeli
players in the past have attended summerdgsnt camps with
respective NBA clubs. Amit Tamira, aféot, 10inch recent
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graduate from the University of California at Berkeley, and Elad
Inbar, a 26yearold forward, at the University of Massachusetts at
Lowell, are also NBA prospects. Israeli basketball legend Micke
Berkowitz had offers from the Atlanta Hawks and New Jersey Nels
in the early 1980s, but a contract with Maccabi Tel Aviv stood
the way. These four players all played on the Israeli national tea
which beat Russia to win the European championships two years
ago.

The score was tied at the end of the first quarter before
Matt hewds team pull ed awa jeada njd
into the halftime break. It was good basketball and the crowd
cheered both teams. The same crowd erupted spontaneously wien
the Israeli team came out on the floor to start the seconavitialf
two new payers in the starting linap; two women whoséomes
are only about 10 miles away from each other along the
Mediterranean Se&hay Doran is a junior at Maryland and an All
American candidate. Liad Su&arni is a senior AHBig East
selection at Villanova. These ladig®e changing the way Israelis
look at basketball

SuezKarni, a 6foot-2 senior forward, started playing
basketball in Israel the same way many American girls learned fhe
ropes- she just tagged along when her big brother went to the cofrt.
The most popular woman player is point gudhéy Doran wb is
almost a rock star. Maryland women basketball games are televied
back to the small nation and eight million people follow her evegy
move.
The girlsareno slouches on the court and the crowd went wip
as Doran stole the ball from Mattheamd went in for a layup to
give the Israelis their first lead. The lead went back and forth umtil
Matt hewds jump shot put his tflea

block his shot attempt, but the shot never came. At the last mongent
Katash passed ot Doran who had set up at the top of the circl§,
just outside the mends three jjpo
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the final buzzer went off and fifteen thousand people screamed

gameds MVP trophy to Shay Do
crowd. AThis proves once agmi
and deserve the right to be
momentarily silent as they g
waiting for a reaction to this obvious criticism of Muslim traditions
before erupting in applause. Matthew waited stoicallytlier noise

the point.

AThe Jewish people are bei
promi se y ou t hat t his wi ||
Ahmadinejad irhis royal box, Matthewsaid the wordshat rocked
the worl d; ifithe end is cominp
wi | | not allow false i1idols

with a standing ovation. I
red as he stood and pointed

as Mathew was forcibly escorteaway Scores of Jews pilednbo
the basketball flooend he heavily armed guards were moments
away from firing on the unruly moiWe were moments away from
anawful slaughtewhenMatthew held his armabove his heatbr
sil ence. AHave faith, my cdhi
wi | | protect me. o0

| called Rosanna halthour later, but she had already heard.
The game had been televisatemationally and all major networks
were provided footage of the arrest.

AWhat happened, Jim; it

Al éart nsur e, but | hope he i

or
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nGet out of t her e, J i

Western coumt 'y . 0
Al know, Mary, but | have
| was at the Temple Mount with thousands of othretestors,

Matthew calmly walked down the steps as his supporters roa
their approval. He smiled when he saw me.
AHI Jim, what are you doing
A | was bringing you a
woul d be here for a while.
m not sure why they rel
mf ortable in there.o
d you meet with Ahmadine
yes, and | can assure
he mentioned something
|l 6m confused. Hebés the top
AAppar ent | yast mobin this irstancea It think ie hao
something to do with

w a

0
0
[
h
k

Q
D
(@)

t hin

everyone is talking about . o
AWhy did you get yourself
trying to draw attention to
nYes, but I was al so
number ed.
ADo you know something? Wha
A Ain good time Coach 0
|l wasnbét going to get any
on the good news. ABy the wa

u
0

|l ooks good. o
AThat 6s great. Fat her Mc Gi
me the Somalians are pleased. Your team did a gobatPlease
congratul ate them for me. C
AThanks, Matt hew, | 61
from me before | head
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ANo, I © heading back to h e
against the Turkish team. o
AGood luck! TheetMug |l gono &i a S
AGood luck to you, Ji m. Whia t
more I mportant than any baskejthb
At the time | thought that Matthew was referring to our effor§s
to get water to the Somalians, but | would soon learn that Matthipw

was a steghead of me again.

Amar Rashadhadwatched the game in Israel from his home i

Amar had been following the exploits of Matthew Wilson fo
several years. He knew that one day he wouldnbt&ched against

in the United St at &éenyouwillrheetrthes fwi
pretender, and show the world that Muslims are superior to fhe
infidels in every way. o Well}
gameo was scheduled for Satuf@da
woul d be Amar 6s fStatesst tri p t of t
Amar had watched Matthew win his four NCAA
championshipst Wisconsinandfollowed the International all star

great basketball player, but also an international leader. Amar Was
perplexek when Matt hewbés al l starp |
that Matthewlost intentionally? 0

Amar wasconfidentof his own basketball abilities. He had
never met a player or even a team that could stop himwase
constantlydouble or triple teamed, butilsaveraged over 40 points
in Euro basketball. Amar was confident that @ne was equal to
Ma t t h butvtbese was something about Matthew that intrigu@d
him. His handlers told him thaflatthew was a typical Westerner,
corrupted by material possessiofsmar saw something else. He
saw a humble man that led by example. Others followed
because they saw somethitgey identified with. Mat t h efw 6
religion and belief in Jesus Christ was not an obstacle as he fgot
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along equally well with Jews, Muslims andgple from any other
religion. He respected everyone.

Amar had come a long way since he wasahd walked onto
the basketball flooin Istanbuland scored 42 points against the
Turkish National Team. He continued toprove as a basketball
playerandvasdibbed At he Mahdi 0 by us
looked at Amar as theasior of Muslim basketballhmar was much
more than a basketball player. Extremely intelligent, he graduafed

topics with his handlers and was disappointed that they providged
little insight. Now, ten yeard¢ater, Amar was forming his own
opinions and prepared to assume a leadership role in the Muglim
community.

Amar was devastated as he watched the events unfold
Jerusalemg¢ulminating in the arrest of Midtew Wilson. Amar had
watched Ahmadinejad rise power with increasing skepticism ano
frustration. He had met the man once when he was invited to ghe
Temple Mount Palace along with other sports dignitaries. He Hgad
hoped to meet a true leader of the Muslim people, but had bgen
disappointed. Ahmadinejad waa small, petty man that desirec
power for power 6s sake. Al t hdug
in accordance wh Muslim beliefs, he was not theue leader. In
his own words, he was waiting for the true Mahdi to appear ghd
lead Muslims to their destyn

Amar watched the events in the basketball gamfirl and
shouted in anger as Matthew was led away. He knew it wagdimg
act. The following morning he flew from Istanbul to Jerusalem fo
meet with Ahmadinejad. Matthew Wilson was freed from prigion
hour later

Matthew Wi |l sonbds release ha[
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Chapter 21

The Cave

The two Ethiopians paddled towards the small island less tigan
eight hundred meters from Tana Kirk@efore the water level of
Lake Tana had dropped, the smaland had been nothing more
than a bunch of rocks sticking out of the laRéow with the
reduced water level, the size of the island had increased tenfpld.
Paddling around to the far side they noticed water flowing fromj§a
small opening that was partialtpvered by sea grass and cored.
the boat came closer the opening Wagerthan it first appeared.
Abdul decided to investigate.
Hacking away seaweeds and coral that had taken hundredg of
years to grow, théwo mencreated an opening of almost fourtfee
Once inside the passageway increased in size and they were alfle to
stand and move about freelyhey proceeded a hundred meters intp
the heart of the island and to their surprise came upon a door ghat
opened onto a small temple, not unlike temples tey seen on
other islands on Lake Tana and outside the city of Gordee.
walls of the outer chamber were decorated and behind the &tar
there were golden goblets and platters that were worth a fortuhe.
The two men stuffed their pockets with gold coingt tivere strewn
across the floor and looked longingly at the heavy veil thht
protected the inner chamber, the Holy of Holies.
Al 6m going to |l ook inside, of S
nNo, Abdul you must not vipl
Only the most seniopriess are allowed to enter the Holy of
Hol i es. 0
AThere are valuables i i ,
have found such riches in o
Sanji was afraid and waited outside as Abdul pulled back the
veil and entered the inner chamber.

A

Moments lag¢r he let out a gaspil t 6 s beaut. i u
exclaimed. Abdul had never seen pictures of tihek of the
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Covenant but he had heard storie$he five foot wide chest,
protected by two cherubs mounted on either end, rested upgh a
marble altar. The topfdhe chest was pure gold and the ends wege
decorated with rare gemstonds.was in perfect condition and
looked like it had been placed on the altar only yesterday.
AThere is a chest in here, I
goi ng t o dlposenwere theelastiwords.Abdul would eve
say.

Outside, Sanji waited in fear when he saw the bright light afgd

heard Abdud s | i f ectaghsgainsh thedwalHe raced inside

the Holy of Holies to help, but stopped in his tracks as he saw fhe
chest aghw and sparks flying from the mouths of the two cherulls

on either end of the chest. He saw Abdul crushed against the Wall
and raced out of the temple in fear. Moments later he was wil@ly
paddling back to the project site.

Marco and Ken were inspecting thepairs made to extend the

dock when they spotted thepidly approaching boat @ Wh it ¢
wrong withadhkenP,0 Kleem | ooks | k €
hi m?0o
AThat 6s Sanj i, one 0 'S
Abdul over to look at that little island b ut | s e
AWhereds Abdul 20 Marco d
AHeb6s dead, the demons e d

his knees and crossed himself.
ATake it easy, 0 Mar co [ ,
frightesbdumdeés fATel l us wh ajt

and Saniji related the story once again.
ACoul d t hArksof theeCoverafo gh
listened to the man.
| ook at whsa,to hMa rhcaold si
gol d coins and gobl et
was al l | could mustpr
mu Atk of theCotvehamt 0 t he Et hi o@i a
it 1is, we must keepSofarh | s
only the four of us knew and we keep it that way. This place will pe
a zoo if this gets out to the preSanji we need to fjéo

say as | looked at the man who was slowly collapsing in his.chai



QPhenom 149

Sanji was dead before he hit the floodkle attempted to
resuscitate him to no avail and we were stunned when we sawgthe
spots and lesions over his chest.

AHe must h &nk ef the €aenantind gotten too
close, 0 | whispered al oud, yi
the death of thes&vb men.

AMar co, can you hide tolreextbp d
steo

ASure, for a dawiot tHwomilssied

AJust r tonight; I want tjjo
can fly up from Somalia and hjel

Father Seananwer ed on the first i n

(O}
(@2

i nterrupted, not able tofhc
d you here as soon as possfib
l dm in the middle of hi
day?0o
No ndat ,caFat her . Il really nged
Can you tell me why?o0
on the phone, Fat her , b
waukee when you and Matt hejw
Yes, dondot tell me €0
Maybe, o | said interruptinfg
I 61 I b e ur thdues.inethe imeantime, Jim, find a
Falasha priesrom Gondar and ask him to join us on an excursi
tomorrow. Doné6t tell him why, b
someone that is familiar withf t
Al wi ||, FaaeheheBegoyuy geatll i .
ifMarco, make sure we have b
thatpriestwe met wi th | ast summer .

Z
o

<
313131—313131—-31m_

ADid they find ito Oleg asMHled
the phone call to Father McGinnis.

AThey think t helg thépaestehat it Zrasmip s
urgent and they needed his advice on how to deal with an artifact
they found. It has to be the JAT

ADo we know where it is?0

ANot yet. o
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ALet 60s wai't I we Keep an eyehfja t
on h e m, but do t hem n o
Meanwhi | e, |l 6m going to get 5 0 |
We 6 notethe only ones interestedfindingt he Ar k. 0

unt
not

& Chapter 22

The Game

Twenty thousand fans packed the Scott Trade Center Arend in
St. Louis, Missouri, for the biggest baghall game ofthe 2f'

Dle
e
settle for watching on a 14 inch screen in my hotel rolocalled
Matthew three hours prior to tipoff to wish him luck
AMatt hew, are you ready?0d9
AnCoach, itds gobdsuppbeany @Guo
for a couple of tickets | i ke fev

ANOt t hligsm tpirneet.t y busy henfe
coul dndét just i fy Bdlieve megl wauld éoye tof jo r
be there. o
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AHow are things going?bo9 at
conversationway from the game.
| wanted to tell him about the discovery this morning, bt
decided he had enough to worfry
Matthew. There is something | need to talk with you about, bufdit
can wait.You better concentrate on this gamedese this guy is
good. Like | told you last week, | saw him play a month ago
Cairo, and the boy can do everythitge 6 s t al | , adi l
thefloorYou bett e Agamévea dgy.ud O

Al know heds good, | Butytell ms ele n
Coach, whatids ymeas Igieke?a chancdg t

ANoO, I tried after the gajne,
people But, | can tell you this, he is a leader out thd&itee Muslim
people would follow him anywhier

AWhat 0s he | i laoh? Cpuld rysuotellaby |y ,
watching him?20o

AHeb6s diffedHenpl aWwsatwihtehvo ut uc
almost like he would prefer to be someas elsel t dnechamical
gameHe doesnd6t appear to have 0 |
AMaybe thatos because heods n
understand heds not involved Jin
AThat 6s true, Matt hew, but fhe
me. Either way, you better be ready; this kid will give you all yo
can handl e. 0o
il o6 be ready, Coach, and jI
to hearing abouRleasavtakh § 0 <
the game. 0
, Ma tutctke w,0 na gch t g o d
by the way, did you 0\
sprung me from jail ?0
| was trying to assimilate what Matthew had just told me wh@n
he said good night. Wow, maybe there is more to this guy thah |
gave him credit for?

Warmups were ogr and the captains were called to cent@r
court. Matthew looked forward to meeting Amar Rashad for the
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first time. He knew well that others were saying this was more thjn
a basketball game; it was a clash of culturésast against West
Christianity agaist Islam.Matthewwas not buying into that. This
was a basketball game; one team against the bttwee star player
competing against another. Let the hesimwin.
The two greatest basketball players of modern times shdgok
hands at center couit.seened like a quick perfunctory greeting to
most of the 20,000 people in the stands and the millions watchiing
worldwide over television, but for the two principal combatantg,
time almost stopped.he two young men and leaders sized up thdir
opponent.

Matthewl ooked i nto Rashados es

personality thaMatthew had never evidenced in another man.
Rashad was startl ed by t h

when they shook handf hey gazed i nto d ch
Rashad knew that this man svaot the demigod that his handler
had told him.There was a&oftnessandk i ndness i i

respect and was the friend that he had been searching for.

The referees finished their ingttions and the game was read
to start.

ALet 6s pl a

nYes, l et O
smile.

The opening tip went to Rashad who quickly drove around s
defender and went in for a thderous twehanded dunkSeveral of
the Americans were stil!/l di
speedMatthew took the inbounds pass and drove quickly up cofrt
and launched a 28 foot jump shot to put his team ah&ad-8ur
seconds later Rashaeturned the favor and put his team ahead Ry
two 1 game on!

This was just the beginning of a fantastic display of basketbdll.
At half time, the Turkish team led &7 and Rashad had 41 of

y basketball, 0o Majgt
S give everyone 4 ¢
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those points on 14 of 17 shootildatthew was held ta measly37
points.

Basketball is a team game. Iltsemetimes dominated by stars
but it is essentially a five on five contest and usually the better tefam
wins. This game, however, was a contest between two individuls
and the fans were treated to one of the greateston one contests
that basketball has ever seen; better than Chamberlain agdinst
Russell, better than Elgin Baylor against Jerry West, better thanghe
scoring contest between Michael Jordon and Dominic Wilkins fpr
Magic Johnson and Larfird.. The fans déved it and remained on
their feet for almost the entire half.

ahead of the rest of us.

AOkay, t eam, now we of basketball. fp |
Everyone plays defense and everybody husidsrebound, go for
thelmse ball and take the openjsh

i Bwhat abouRashad? That guaplayes Jur
asked.

Al 61 | t r y Rashad,atcleast tslaw mm down. ol
fellows just play team basketball and everything will take care pf
itsel f. o
The Turkish team took the ball out of bounds to start tije
second half and immediately got the ball to RasiMatithew was
on him like a blanket, but Rashad showed his best niRaghad, a
natural righthanded player, faked to his right and drove left ard
launched a 25 foot fade away jump shot from just beyond the thgee
point lane.This was a shot he had been making the entire first hglf,
but this time Matthew went up with him and deflectied shot to a
teammate, broke for the basket and took the long pass for an gasy
layup.

APresso, screamed Matthew, JRs
to man full court pressure defensBour turnovers later the

Americans were up by three points before Tluiekish team took a
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timeout.Matthew had blanketed Rashad, keeping him from getti

g

the ball and the remaining four players showed their inexperieffjce

against quality competitionThe more experienced Americans
continually stole the ball and went in for gaghots.The Turkish
team came out of the timeout with a new plan to get Rashad
ball. Setting double screens on Matthew, Rashad broke off
screens to retrieve the ball and drove in for a lajgtthew again
came out of nowhere and deflected thé &iathe last moment.

he

Matthew was finally going full out 100% and playing defenge

the way | knew he couldde had not scored in the second half, b
was dominating the game.

With five minutes left, the Americans were ahead byAar
Rashad was too goaal player to be stopped completely and hg
managed 15 points onB! shootingHe also had two steals, five
assists and ten rebounddatthew only scored eight points, but 15
assists and at least a dozen rebouide game was rapidly

becoming out of reactvhen Rashad came around a double screg

to launch an open 3 point jump shbtatthew again deflected the
ball and headed up court in one motidatthew passed to a
teammate and got the return pass and launched a Michael-Jo
like dunk, leaping from th&ee throw line and with his arm severa
feet above the baskdRashad had reacted to the latest block of

shot and raced back on defense and got a hand above the ri
Matthew was coming down for his powerful dunk. Millions o
basketball fans aroundhte wor | d wat ched i

elbow was pinned awkwardly against the rim. There was no wg

his arm could withstand the f

Amar recognized the situation and used all his strength to p
back against the downward thrust, bedlized his efforts would be
futile. Matthew recognized the situation and at the last momg
released his hand from the basketball. Rashad was pushing for
at full strength trying to avoid a broken arm when the resista
ceased, causing the ball to fhalfway up into the stands for a
crowd-pleasing block. The Muslim crowd roared their approval, b
both players knew bigr. Amar looked at Matthew andouthed a
silent thank you as the two players stumbled into the basket sup
and fell to the ground.
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A new basketball was thrown from the crowd and rolled slowg
across the floor towards the two star players. Later, nobody wofild
remember where the ball came from or who had started it onfits
perilous journey. To everyone watching, it was just anothger
baskéeball, but to Matthew it looked different. Maybe it was
because the ball rolled e¢enter due to the extra weight inside, b
somet hing caught Matt hewowhileajt e
he grabbed Amar andahgedhimb e hi nd t he et
anay, 0 he shouted over the scrjea

The ball rolled to a stop at the free throw lia® players and
fans watchedheld their breath.tl appeared tragedy had bee
averted.

Gregory, an eighyear old Muslim ball boy wearing the
traditional Araban wraparound robe, also saw the balllto a stop
It was his first basketball game and the first chance to see his hgro,
Amar Rashadi n per son. He wasnot s [N

floor to retrieve the ball that nobody else would pick Tpis was
his job.
The boy was onlyive feet away wherthe ball exploded with

Gregory from the explosion. His head hurt and his nose we
bleeding, but Gregory would be okaljhe man who saved him was
lying on the floor motionless and bleeding.

Viewers from around the world, Christians and Muslims alikg,
watched with horroasthe tragedy unfoleld Their hearts stopped
as Matthew raced from his secure location and saved thetlzbg. |
not look good' there was no way anyone could have survived thiat
explosion. The 20,000 fams attendance&vere in pandemonium and
began racing for the exits until Amar Rashad took control. Standhg
above Matthew he raised his arms and surprisinglye tisrowd
stopped running and became silent. Rashad knelt lghagthew
ALest pur ayo, Rashadcagsé&ed, ofif ofhi
Amar Rashad continued praying owdatthewd s | i f el e sis
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paramedics came and todkatthew away. Amar made onengl
announcement before he followed the paramedics to the hospita

fiMatthew Wilson is alive, but needs our help. We mus
continuetgor ay for hi m. o

For the rest of the evening | monitored BBC and CN
broadcasts trying to get new informatidatthew hadoeen taken
to Barnes Hospital and doctors said he was in critical conditio
finally calledRosannwho was monitoring the information from ou
home in Tampa.

AJi m, I dondt havel samobyt

il feel ' i ke. 1l |l haaaol odftthe g

bl eeding from his ears and

Al will , Jtilm,ng seltsherle aaary
nYes, get me on la cpanaonte .

tomorrow evening, but try to get me there as soon as possi

preferably first class. 0

[
noOkay, l 01 | get right on |

|l ove you. O
m; you know
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Chapter 23
Discovery

Marco sent a small Cessna to pick up Badasha priesand
they were waiting for us at the dock when Ken and | arrivep
AThank youcomi mgecld flosai d, e €
in the traditional Et hi opi an}r c
McGinnis He has been working with your people in the Somalig
desert for the past five yearjs.

Altés a pleasure to meet vyoju,

AlLe Wi se, 0 ,matttherhisaicdust omarjy
told that you helped educate these three about your religiqus
customs. 0

Al s whylymdu br ought measkedr e? 0 h €

AHop i n, Fat her . We can al l |
somecois t hat were found in the Jca

i Oh my ,Falashapniest exclaimed as he studied the
artifacts. AThis goblet is i den
Ti mkat, 0 he said in t
ddyou find it?0

Aln a temple on that , 0
i sland that we were nearing. A

gobl et and coins. 0

ifnAmong a othef eamifacts 0 Ken added with
understatement.

nOh my Gumiestwbisperdd.eHe kept silent and stare
at the goblet for the remainder of the trip.

Marco related the story Sanji had told us yesterday, buf I
wasnot psestwas listehing

Fifteen minutes latewe found the cave opening that Sanji ha§
descri bed. I canot descri be tghe
tied the boat to the dock and we approached the cave. | couldfsee
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that Father Sean was just as excited. | led the way into the cavefbut

gaveway to theFalasha priesthen we saw the door to the temple,
AMagni f i prieshstid a3 hetsawethe wall carvings an

the ornate altar.

Father McGinnis dropped to his knees and made the sign offhe

cross. The rest of us ¢@gréeéskenigewn

Mc Gi nnis said solemnly. nHe ifs
A Wh oh eérse ? 0 Mafeelng unecomfhrealue, at the way

both holy men were acting.

chamber. Al must go in alone,}o
AAer you sure you wil!/| be sgfe
Abdul 6s death.
A have tomainei s nt

from the room. We waited anxiously to hear what he had found.

AThere is not hi mpgestdnoouncegas he er
came out of the inner chamber and closed the édu mustnever
enter the Holy of Holies | estj] vy

AYou f oAunkrofdhe Cdvenant di dndét youPo
Al found nothing that <concedgrn
pl ace. o

| looked at the others for support, but | already kneat th
coul dnét | eave here without k n
curtain number one. n We 0 d
oursel ves. 0

iNo, I wi || not allow i1t.0

FatherMcGinnisof f er ed a compr omi s ef.
of God and the Lordwil pr ot ect me. 0

A No , (riestdaid again, attempting forcibly stop Father
McGinnis from entering. Ken and Meo stepped forward to
restrain thepriest as Father Sean pulled back the veil and entergd
the inner chamber.

AOh, my, 0 he e xydsde saw the golademge d |
chest. Alt i s more beautiful t h
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was fill ed with Arkefaheovenantjustay f
described inth®&i bl e . |l 6m sure of i1t.
AFat her , do you think backthevl | |
i and | et us see-
ANo, 0 the prbOabkahm y .
k must not be adu y
AFat her Sean?o
AJust to be saf e, i [ be
tside. o0
Aldblunteer, 06 Marco sai e
AKen, would you mind? | | d
we are wrong. o
e
preferred t o stay. i RNRosanm wirate w

happened, 0 Ken added.
A Ok,&ather Sean. Théye gone. O

chest, it was alive. Altos wojnd
A | know; |  ad torappedr onethe percy tseat@nil
talk to me, 0 Father Sean replfi e
AWell, you had better come Jou
should do next. ThEalasha prieshi ght cause sfic e
AHol d the curtai mfwhielree .0 pjul
We were stepping into the boat when Hatasha prieshade a
reqguest t hat satisfied our i m e
stay and guard the temple. Thie
I |l ooked at Fat her Mc Gexceltentsj w

drinking water. I's there anytpghi
oMore frankincense.

AAre you as ugroeo dt hiidse ai?s0 Ken {dsk
pier.

Al think so, orthantyiegthimiug dwas thefin d
best solution to our probl em,| V
we wi || have a stampede on r

ABel i eve me, he wonot do apyt
Sean promised.
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AEven i f he coul d,levityKen addjed
ANo phone call s, o |
someone is |istening to ever f
any chances. Letdébs go back 0
to determine what to do. | wish Matthew wereeher 0
A have been afraid to ,
erday?0 Father Sean g
but I di dndt want me
didndot want to take I S
0
nbhalsuweuld have beenf a
Sean said in support. JAT
are you |l eaving?06 Kenj a
nR@samta mdke sure. In the meantime, can yo
asha prieghe supplies he needs whileakto notifies the
ities about the two bodj e
I 61 I be back in an ou
e you are talking to ar
SiX tlmes already. Between her and some guy named Heygs
my mail boxisf ul | . 0O
Five minutes latelrRosannwas on the phone and her firs
guestion was i f I knew wherefj F
here; do you want to talk withh
Put me on speaker so | onl
Hi |, Fat her Sea&amnaldémwm saulygdaipp
What <can | do for you, MarQy ?
ARFat hewereatyoMatt hewdés gradupti
everyone promised they would be there for Matthew if he ever
neededhem wer €moé6t you
Al was | made the vow | i ke everjyo
i We | elneedshyou here in St Louis 800 PM Wednesday
eveniRosgnnmr oceeded to telll t he S
you?o

u
ANeed you ask?0o0

hOkay, pack your bags, you jan
to Cairo tomorrow where you catch a 11 P.M. flight to Nearky
and a connecting flight to Stfj L
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AMy prayers wil|l get Hayesand Jf i
l et him know I édm coming. o

Ken and Marco came back an hour later and finished the
conversation we startedréar; what to do about the Ark

A Ken, waslthe Falashpriesbs atti tude h
him the supplies? Does he stifl |

ANo question about that, Jifm;
he was afraid that we were gofi n

AYou k n o the pridsi hasa pointp Fat he
interjected A The Etnhdito palalnosw woou t of t

would have a pretty good cl aijm
APossession is nine points fof
fiwel l, we are in agreement. I
j ust dondt want others to t e
Templ e Mount , and thatodéds not Ja
is there. Ugh, think what that megalomaniac would do vighArk
in his possession. o
AFat her, who el se would wargt
than the Jews and the Catholic Church, what would anybody dise
do with it?bo
AOh gol |l vy, any number o f us
Remember, Muslims believe that the Mahdr 12" Imam, will
discover the Ark along with hidden scrolls. The Mahdi will the

tremendous symbol of power and authority

ANOt to mention its value 0
and terrorist groups, 0 Ken de

ABut coul dhehepypywkar?me § s aislk gd
tells several stories about deaths caused by the Ark, including gvo
nephews of Moses. 0

Y o u @ht,elim.rThe Bible tells the story of the Philistine
defeating the Israelites at the battle of Ebenezer and taking the jArk
to Ashdod and placing it next statue of their deity, Bagon. The
next morning the statue lay face down in front of the Ark @f
Yahweh with its arms and head severed. Seven months laterjthe
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Philistines returned the Ark to Israel, their entire population eithger
dead, or covered with tumors.jo
ALIi ke the tumors on Sanji o6sff b
AAccording to what Athave dea
two people that could harness the power of #h& of the

mentioned earlier. o

Als Ahmadinejad the I ?3 N
Sean
Ot
Ma
. 0
t

d t hi nk s many tihes ad sagngjp e
t hdi wi || appear sq@on
Ma

Wh o he other person?o0 jKe
answer.

AJesus Chri st wiribulation raedalgag éha
armies of God against thntichrist. Many of the signs foretelling
thesecond comingare alread i n pl ace, arend@t

AYes, Ji m. Scripture t h

Mount and the city of Babylon Wil be rebuilt.
Nobody spoke for several minutes while we contemplated $he

made my decision.
AWe need to keep our di scoly e
five counting thepriest Marco, you ad Ken will be theonly ones

means allow him to | eave the fis
AAnd what will you be doi ng§?o
APraying f or | arFaieiSea dneg | wile n

St. Louis by tomorrow eveningnd hopefully v will have an

opportunity to talk with Matthew. He is the only one that can maje

this decision. o

The Masons, after a thousand years of searching starting With
the Knights Templar and continuing with JenBruce and many
others, had finally located the Ark of the Covenant. There wag a
brief meetingin Scotland where many Knightsad fledto in the
sixteenth century.
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you seen
A N ot, 6 sing buarded by a Falasha priebut | saw the

the ot her scorch mar ks and
nGet our men into position.

The Russians had also beenselly following the events as

AHow camnwe be
i Wean have forty soldiers there by Wednesdéaht with
enough firepower to defeat
fiExcellenf we wi |l |l attack at
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Chapter 24
HELP

ASon, 1 tos t i Wehave tried, batahemeorldo m
isnd readyo

AFat her , p | dkesnan | met todaynike osetl ajy .
have been seekin.oget her we can do grjea

A We t r i8gedrs dndwhat 2o we have to show for itg

player, buthow many friends have yooade, friends that you could
cout on?o
A F a t|mave many friends that | catepend uponThese
are good people and will suppfor
il dm not sure that theyngtwoul
give them one final opportunitypo you recallyour high school
graduationwhen everyone promised they would be there for yol if
you needed them?0

nYes, I remember t hat cl e alir |

AWel |l , how many of th y
St . Louis if you told th w

AAL I of t.hém, skaehe¢h alpl
therefor me 0

AWel | |, |l et 6s difve otuldire a i ghy

stay and try to work things out with this man you met todajyl.
just one person and ask him to spread the word on your behalf. §ell

graduation party fulfilling h
there for you when you needed them, they must be in St L@uis
Wednesday evening. o0
fiFather, thank yourou will be pleasantly surprisedo
ARemembrer ,no exceptions. o0

That evening, JerrHayeshad finally fallen into a deep
asleep.He and his family had watched the basketball game pn
television and prayedor Matthew with his wife Sarah and two
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children. His phone had rung constantlvith grief stricken calls
from classmates and friendé seemed everyoniead watched the
game and witnessed the terrible tragddsyesfinally went to bed
when it became clear that there would be no further updates fippm
any of he networks or cable ®lision, finally fallinginto a fitful
sleep after hours of tossing and turning.
Early Monday morning he received a visitor in his dreamsja
vision so clear that he knew immediately this was more tharj a
dream; this was real.
AJerry, Il t @ & dod youyro be. the leader that |
always knewyoucouldbely | i fe depends upfon
AWhat can | do?0 Jerry had jre
ARemember when you promi sedf m
if I ever needed you?o

depends upon all of yjou

do you want me do?0
everyone that at
> in
St.lous by 8: 00 PM Wednesday ni

Al é6ll do it, Matthew. O

ARRemember, Jerry, t leeeryene oust b
be there. |l 6m counting on youj. O

himself that hdhadb e e n d r e a mi tlg first finte heshadja s
thought about the events of that evening. His old high schdol
friends continually kidded him about how easily Matthew hgd
plucked him fran the third row of the bleacherEhere were only a
dozen kids in their group, but there wetdeast 50 versions of the
look on his face aMatthewlectured him about being a leader. B
Jerry never once got angry about this good natured kidding becguse
he knew how much this event had influenced his Matthewhad
asked for his help then and svasking for his help again. Jerr
was no6t about .to | et him down
ASar ah, | walee du yHswife wasegroggy foom

saw the earnest | ook on her hiju s
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AYou mi gdble tobaidve thise but Matthew just spok
to me in a vision. I swear; ift

AWhat did he say?0o

Hayesr el at ed Matt hewbds requesp,
mind that her husband believed that Matthew had indeed spoke
hi m. That was good enough fo
We need to figure out how to JIsp

At 4:30 AM GusEdwards received a phone calle, too, had
watched the basketball game the preceding evening and Was

NBC affiliates in the state. Edwards knew he owed much of Hlis
success and happiness to Matthew Wilson. \Hi@yescalled, his
only question was; fAWhat can [l
At 7:00 AM Edwards made a public servicarmuncement on
his | ocal television station}Q e
ni ght é6s incident and promi si g
wha't i's necessary to help At t
Hayeswill tell his former classmates &horewood High School
what they need to do to save jMa
Only a few of Matt hewdwarooss:

pep rally were tuned into Channel 12 an houerlatvord had
spread like wildfire.

At 8:00 AM, Monday morning, viewers saw the highlight o
Sundayods basketball game, cCufl mi
explosion that critically wounded Matthew Wilson. At 8:05
Edwards introduced Jerijayes the All-Stae football player who
ten years ago Matthew had challenged to be a leddayes
addressed the Milwaukee television audience.

A My n a meHayes and lgradugted from Shorewood
High School before getting my Masters Degree from the Universty
of Wisconsin. | have a lovely wife, Saraand two beautiful
children | recently started my own business. | am the luckiest mgn
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in the world and | owe it all to Matthew Wilson. Those of you thagt
went to Shorewood High School with me know exactly whatjl
mean, lecause | know he helped every one of you in some wgy.
Well, now Matthew needs our help. He needsta fulfill the
pledge we maden graduation day when he promised us that if agy
of us ever needed him, he woujl d

Hayespaused for what seead an eternity, but was in actualit
only a few seconds, looking directly into the camdiaD o  yjo u
remember on graduation day when Matthew said that he wouldgbe
there for us if we ever needed hiWwe responded; Matthew, if you
ever need our help, we willebthere for you. Do remember tha
promi se as CcAtmasant yiewerssnodded theirhéads
in assent.

ATo me, it seems |ike yestdrd
you that were there. Ma t Hayee S
continued, pausing agi n f or effect. W
dream; it was almost like he was standing next to me. There is§no
doubt in my mind that it was Matthew. His message Wwa%,er r jy ,
need you to contact everyone that was at our graduation ceremdny;
teachers, studentsnd others that were there and made the vow} |
need them to be in St. Louis by 8:00 PM Wednesdayireyi my
life depends upon .

AiWe have less than two days to fulfill our promise and | f@r
one will not let him down; will you? | have a preliminaryt laf the
people that attended tlraduation ceremonydlayescontinued.

Alt I s posted on the Channel 12
it to make sure that it is complete, and call this number immediatgly
if you know someone that should be addedthe list. On the
bottom of your screen you will see a list of students or facufy
members we have been unable to find. Call us if you kng
anything. Remember, every one of the people on this list need§ to
bein St. Louis byWednesdayevenirg for a candleiht vigil at 8

PM; everyone, i ncluding for mefr

ATher e wil/ be I ive updategq f
the day. All | can tell you now is that we are making hotdl
reservations as we speak and there will be busesntedam the
high school tonight at 11:00 PM | 6 m packi ng ffor
|l 6m ready to stay as | ong as jMa
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Alf you are on this I|ist,
thereand if you will be on the bus.dbtact Kathyif you need a
babysitter or aythingelse 6 A compl et e | i st
posted on the monitor. nCal |
any questions. o

Station managefGus Edwards made a final announcemen
AThis station wil/l do evertgnd h
will provide continuous coverage of this story for the next
days. All local programming

A

Jerry and Satamadeelevencalls That 6s al | i
the help of Edwards and fill the eighbérson steering committee.
Two other people caught a 9:00 AM flight to St. Louis to begi

needed in St. Louis to accept an influx of over 2,000 people.
Rosannreceived a phone call shortly after the televisio

i n

broadMdarsy, this is Jerry; havp
AnYes Jerry, I saw the annofun

you did a wonderful jobJim, Father McGinnisand | will be there
i plenty of time. Just | et u

Al wi || Ma r y . oadhéo makie gWw tallsrioe wes d
i f we run into any peopl e thea

George Busltalled Jennifer an hour after the broadcéts.
had already seen a tape of Jafgye® a p p effeted hasrfud
support.i | 61 | be there and ithone that |
day. o

AnThat 6s great, President B
bring the peopl e that said
Jennifer suggested.

AJenni fer, we ag the life afla greabygung
man.Let 6 s not taWeladdy boeh a nhceerse
conviction. Al 6l I get you a |

AnThanks agai n, Mr . Presi den

AJenni fer, here i1 s my i
there Iis anything el se
Jennifer d d n 0 t know it at
number later that day.
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Hayesc ame on again at noon t ol a
the Besto video and basketball
videos of public service projects. There was a missarggms list
scrolling across the bottom Jof
these people are?bo

Hayespr ovi ded the statistics. A
ceremonyincluding 955 students and 48 teachensl custodians
As of ten minutes ago 944 people basontacted us and will be
there. That includes former President Bush and his party. This

out of ti me. 0O

AJerry, we have a probl em. jWe
on a naval carrier in th@acific. The military says it would be
i mpossible to get them back ifn
Jenni fer, do you stil]l havje
|l have it right here. o
Dial it.o
What other problems do youj k
Wel | t here i snédnedop rnoubclhe fma b
Reynolds is dying of cancer and is basically on her deathbed. Tigere
is no way she could make the Jjtr

o 3 3N 3N N

being O6no exceptionséo, but e
someame on her deathbed; or could he? Jerry knew how much Mys.
Reynol ds Il i ked Matt hew and ad
number. This should beshdecision. Anything el§e0

ANot hing we havenot addr egse
California, but they said they wilbe there. Fred is studying in
London, but he should alreadyj b

AfGood job, | &tedsr ukneneipngatouttfjof
By 4:00 PM the missing person list was down to 23 people ghd
by 5:00 PM the list was down to seven, including the twb
senicemen stationed overseas. Former President George Bushghad
guaranteed they would be there.

John Stevens was one of the seven men that had not recgjved
the message. He had spent the entire day giving a presentatigh to
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the New York Department of Administran, the culmination of six
months of hard work by his fouman project team. The project ta
design a statewide accounting system was worth $25 million gnd
would be the largest job that the small firm he worked for had eyer
obtained.They were one of sikidders and the presentation procegs
took all morning, followed by a question and answer session in fhe

his wife, Alice, had been trying to reach him all day.
AWhat 6s ,up, s/Ale ¢® utdbrvyei ng t off r «
AHave you seen the recent ev
net work television.o

ANo; is he okay?o

AYes, but t hatHs<onditomnis stllihe saméf m
but JerryHayesis coordinating an effort to get all his classmates Jo
St. Louis. Apparently he is convinced that everyone needs to pe
there by 8 PM tomorrow i Yo wdde
one of four people t hat Everipeey | h ¢
el se will b there. o

John didnot hesiCanheadtor whap em
charge and et theoml knbwy wkoipe
we can catch a plane di r ecdohh t
walked back into the conference roondaeceived the good news
from his boss.
AJohn, we ma drfbeey wamte us toi makd aj.
presentation tomorrow after nogon
John looked at his boss and gave him the bad néwke nr § ,
need t o fly home i mme d imake etl
tomorrow. 0O

AJohn, getting this project i
the key person and the guy they want to talk to. | need you there

Al 6m sorry, Henry, but somdgt h
me talk about Matthew Wilson, the badiadt player that got hurt
last night. Well, all his classmates promised him that if he eger
needed us we would be there fjlor

AJohn, yoludbmamnéltl igrog you ndw,;
tomorrow afternoon for the presentation you can dbrgbout
working for this company. 0

e
0
I
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AHenry, |l Om sorry itos cThisne t
man did everything for us when we were in high school and |
woul dnot be here i He is the omeewhe | n
convinced me that | was wasting myeliand | needed to settle
down and apply myselBelieve me, Henry, | respect what we ar
trying to do here but there is no option for meeed to be in St.
Louis. o

AWell, John, youb6re throug w
next week. o

The following afternoon Henry realized his mistake when thg
steering committee asked whe}e
make this meeting so | fired him yesterday for putting persomal
business ahead of the compan
firstodo. o

AWhatoft yper sonal business?0o0

AApparently he felt he had}ft
school classmate of his was injurééxpect more loyalty out of my
people than that. o

AYou me an he was .t
memberof the steering committee s k e d ; i f

Henry could tell by the looks on tindaces thate had made
the wrong decision, but he cpul
words. The men at the table said it for hfiml  t hi nk ca
everyone and say thatifdles not rehired, ur
of getting this contract which we were prepared to award o
canot i magine anything more m
now.Hes supporting his friend. O

The buses started arriving at the high school aro@nBM
and by 11:30 PM ninety luxury tour buses were loaded with oer

Osteerhad managed to get Greyhound and local tour bus operafors
to donate the |l uxury buftes. tpl
Tom told a bunch of peepbgme @all. § A b

convince the others to donat ¢ t
200 buses if we needed t hem.
AAnd the drivers?o
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AAloll uvnt eers; not one of th

At midnight, 16 hours aftdfayesfirst went on TV to make his
plea, the caravan, including an ambulance carrying Mrs. Reynd
and a volunteer hospice nurse, left the school escorted by fsi
Wisconsin highwaypatrol cars with lights flashing. The carava
reached-90 in twenty minutes and headed south towards Chica
Ninety minutes later theyapproachedthe state line and were
greeted by an escort of Illinois highway patrolmen who escortg
them through the tblbooths without stoppingThe mood in the
buses was grim, but they were greeted by cheers and-inaahe
signs from pedestrians that lined every bridge they passed un
AWe are praying for Matthew [

Some people slept anthany prayed, but everybody was
thinking their own thoughts about Matthest. Springfield, lllinois,
they exited for food and a héalbur breakFast food restaurants had
volunteered to stay open for the special caravan and had 4
blocked off to insure &st turnaroundlt was amazing the amount
of planning that the lllinois highway patrol officials had done t
make this trip as easy as possiblorty-five minutes later
everybody had been fed and the caravan was on its way once a
At six AM they enteed East St. Louis and crossed over the
Mississippi River into St. Louis, where the Missouri highway patr
escorted them to their respective hot&lyg. 7 AM everyone had
received their hotel key and was in their room. The advance tep
and hotel staffs hadiorked all night to ensure all guests were-pr¢
registered.Eight hundred of the 1,125 people were in St. Loui
with the others coming by airplane and automobile. Jennifer ha
list and contact numbers for the 325 that were in transit. Noth
was left b chance.

Lieutenant Pete Smith was one of the servicemen in Iraq t
might have to make his own arrangemehts.was having trouble
getting clearance from his commander after receiving calls fro
least ten classmates reminding him of the urgencyetiing to St.
Louis for Matthew WilsonHe stood in front of his commanding
officer, a one star general.

nSir, It i s i mportant t ha
i mmedi ately. o0
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A A n d ,thelasbtime, Lieutenant Smith, | cannot grant yo
requestThisis the United State&ir Forceand we cannot grant the

al

emergency. O
AYes sir, but this is m
Matthew Wil son is truly S pejci

i Leutenant, my decision is finakou are confined to your
guarters. o

| ater regretted when r al
a phone call for you.o
ANot now, 6ddr mwhealdW .toh e m
ASir, its General Adams. 0

a four star general in charge of the Marine corp.

AGeneral Adams, what <can | d o

AYes, he riisghgt ahnedrienégé é . yésy gs
sir.o

He hung up, hi s face ashe
Lieutenant Smith must be at Heathrow Airport in two hourg.
Lieutenant, you have five minutes to pack your bags and be onjghe
tar mac. O

Ten minutes later the MIG was in the air headed for Heathr@w
Airport, where they would meetp with another serviceman from
the Navybeforeboardng Air Force Two; the Vice President of the
United States had been in London at a NATO conferéfee MIG
pilot had explicit instructions to get there befahe Navy pilatThe
General hadmade it clearthat the Air Force would not bethe
reason for any delayThese orders had come directly from th
President of the United States who had received an order fromghis
father, George Herbert Walker Byshho had once askddatthew
to let him know if ever there was anything he could do for. liden
kept his promise.

from the control towerThe pilot was asked to circle the airport on

time while the Navy pilot landedii C o n towaen, Ithat is not
acceptable. We are short of fuel. | am on course for runway Br@vo
and wil|l l and I n sixty secondjs.
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radNavg airplandanding on the same runway. Yo
change course. 0
tch me through to the Najy
pt ai n showsyunwayBravd is 170 feet wide. M
is 80 feet wide, wing ¢tgip
3rfeet tipto-t i p , so whatos the jpr
e both canodot use the sanme
certailnétyd sdos hnoople. ol evs 8y fIp
airplanes in the milary. Control tower, W\@ec o mi ng i n. P
A local television station film crew had been monitorin
airport transmissions and picked up the conversation betwden
controller and pilot.He caught the landing on live camera anj
provided immediate feed to the BBC network, where millions @f
people watched the two pilots approach Heathrow togefres.
video would later be used in recruiting for both thie Force and
the Navy aghe supersonic jetanded simultaneously with wings
only inches apartAs the airplang screeched to a support, thetar
Generals and Admirals raced to escort the passengers to the walting
Air Force Two where they were greeted personally by the Vige
President of the United Statdsfteen minutes later iA Force Two
was in the air and headed for St. Louis. Tiene landedat 7:30
PM and twenty five minutes latéhe two servicememrrived by
helicopter at the Hospital, wiflour minutes to spare.
Jennifer checked off the final two names from her lisy.
Everyone was here.
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Chapter 25
Protecting the Ark

possessg theArk of the Covenanivould bring.
Oleg thought of himself as a businessman and a member
powerful cartel known as the Russian Mafia. Much stronger thi

States and other foreign countries. His gang alone had over
soldiers and controlled a large portion of Moscow. Thirty six of
best men were here today for this mission.

An unlikely set of circumstancdsough the Russians to Lake

man who needed money to
nephew is only ten, but he -
man cl ai med. A N dind thingslthat ate thost tand
read your mind. o

Oleg loaned the mari0,000 Euros in return for 50% of

children and foresee the futuréhey had been disappointed on
few occasions, but Oleg knew this was a sound, long te
investment. He was willing to wait.

The boy went back to the United States, but Oleg used
contacts to keep track of the boy who had changed his namé
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Matthew Wilson. For ten years the Russian gang leader followged
Matt hewds progress, eventual Jy

Oleg knev it was time to cash in on his investment.
The bidding on the Ark was unbelievable. Subject to verifyirg

Ahmadinejad offered two bil or
going to harness its power and keep the Ark for himself.

in each direction to circle thelasmd and make sure they were alond.
It was 1: 00 AM and he di dndft

collision course. The maniacal anintifde screams of the five men

in the approaching boat could heard clearly above the noise o
the engines and struck fear nt
that eight hundred years ago this tactic was used successfully irjthe
Crusades.

AA key ft atchted c Teomp | ar s squadren jt h
charg&d A small graip of knights and their heavigrmed
warhorses would gather into a tight unit which would gallop fu
speed at the enemy lines, with a determination and force of will tRat
made it clear that they would rather commit suicide than fall bagk.
This terrifying onslaught would frequently have the desired resyit
of breaking a hole in the enemy lines, thereby giving the otlfer
Crusader forces an advantageof.
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Precious moments were lost as the twenty four Russians st@red
at the oncoming boat and listened to the wescof the crew.
When they finally reacted, it was too late. The oncoming boat, with
a metal battering ram and three foot spikes protecting the sides,
rammed into Ol egbs | ead boat jgat
of his crew were killed instantly arntthe other three were thrown

into the water where they were raked with automatic gunfire. The
wake from the collision capsized a second boat whose crgw
suffered a similar fate. The two remaining boats were jUst
beginning to mount a defense when the grenadefoded; within

mi nutes Oleg and twenty thredq o
two boats arrived too late to help, but just in time to suffer the fg§te
of their comrades. The fifth boat was rammed and thensin crew
dumped unceremoniously into the wmltdestined to be mowed
down by automatic machine guns. The sixth boat tried to escgpe,
but coul dnét outrun t -hetd miggileo | e
launcher.

The water surrounding the small island was littered with debfis
from sunken boats. A score ldkless bodies floated aimlessly ato

the lake, slowly making their way towards the majestic Blue Nife
Falls.

It was approaching eight PWednesdayn St Louis,four AM
the following day on Lake Tana. The battle was over and the victprs
celebrated whilegheir leaders entered the cave despite the proteksts
and warnings of th&alasha priesstanding guardThey proceeded
to the Outer Chamber of the Temple before hesitating.

Al s it wi s e to ent er ,prieskisap d
correct?o

filt is our destiny There is no way | cannot entéthe Ark is
the reason our Brotherhood was founded and represents everything

liberty and patical liberty since the inquisition forced our
predecessoros underground. 0
AYes, the founders of the qni

is the culmination of their search for thek of the Covenamivhich
started when the eight original knights took resick in the Al
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under the Temple searching f ofr
AThe Scottish adventurer d me
envious if he knew that the &d beerwithin 100 meters of the
Ark. Two hundredand forty years later his belief that the Ark wa
in the Lake Tana area wil|l bel p
AWe would not be standing er
the travel journals he left behind. Thank y&ir Bruce, and all the
other Templars and Freemasdhat have unsuccessfully searche
for the | ost Ark since it disflap
The Grand Master of the Masonic Temple slowly opened the
curtain to the Holy of Holies and gazed upon the altar.
The Ark was gone.

Exodus tells stories ofdw people that touched the Ark were
kiled and only Levites, members of the Hebrew Tribe of Lew,
were allowed to transport the Ark without danger. It is difficult tg
reconcile this documented history with current facts. After all, §it
was Ken and Marco thaelocatedthe Ark the previous evening
after receiving avarningphone call from Amar Rashad.
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Chapter 26
Revelation

Robin had prayed for Matthew several times since she cam
duty two hours ago. She had been a nurse for sixteen years
prayedfor all her patients. It was a simple prayer asking the Lo
Jesus Christ to watch over this soul arfdthis was their time,

her knees when she heard someone say Amen. Matthew open
eyes andplaced his hand on her shouldsrd spoke to her in a
gentl e voice; Athank you for

She was stéled, but felt a strange calmness as she looked i
the patientds eyes. AnOh my,
get the doctor. o

ANot yet; pl ease sit with
Rebecca. You I ove her a | ot

Tearscametohereye at t he menti on

Rebecca. AMore than anything

young, with her entire lifeteead of her. | would do anything if |

could trade my | ife for hers.
Matthew took her hands indyi A Robi n, I

would want you to be here to guide her. Go home tonight and

for her as you do every night. Do this and tomorrow you wil fi

that Rebeccads cancer i s
There was no doubt [

be cured. AWhat can |

ATeach your daughter

faith; thatoés all I ask of
ALet me get nblwe olb&dastsberwiped tears

from her face and left the room. It took her a few minutes to fi
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the doctor and when the doctor entered he found Matthew sitting
upright. After a terminute examination the doctor pronounced hi
fit.

c a nadthing Wrbng avith youyoung man. Even the
ses on your body from t hje
seen anything |ike thisfg b
f e edbctorg Thank you and your staff for helping mé
e past three days. o
Yorue6 wel come, but l 6m not su
you. Your sudden and complete recoveryalmostlike a miracle.
We didndt give you any treatnen
AYour nurse gave me exactl W
the power of prayes o me t i me . 0O
A wi ||, but it owi || have 0
had an emergency at home and took the rest of the night offf Is
there anything | can do for vyjou
AYes, please open the windojw
will speaktothemi i ft een mi nut es. 0O
Atandét dwindowsiam , pathieent 6s 0Or op m:
APl ease try. o
The doctor started to ar gupe,
voice made him stop. He decided instead to demonstrate thatfjthe
windows were locked. He pulled batthe drapes and lifted up on
the sill and to his amazement the window opened easily. F§ur
stories below the mourners quieted expectantly as they saw the
drapes pulled back and the window slide open. The doctor looRed
back at Matthew who just nodded.
The det or was succinct. AMa@t h
compl ete recovery and wil S ple a
The crowd was momentarily stunned as they absorbed fis

or a last second basket to send a game into overtime. It was af§ of
these things to Matthewbs <cl| Bs:¢
subsided and replaced with tears of happiness as former classnfiates
hugged and criedithout shame. Jerdayesand his wife had been
kneeling in prayer when the doctielivered the good newslayes
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wa s a bi g man , but c oaxdhahged t
congratulationsvith his wife and friends.

Rosannand | were having dinnewith former high school
Principal Bill Hawkins in the hotel dining room when the
commotion began. There were no TVs in the dining room and qur
first clue was hearing a roar from outside, but none of us made ghe
connectio. Cell phones started to ringut there \es no need to
answer. Peggy Jones, the former cheerleader coach, poked herfead
into the room and proclaimed the good news.

AMatthew is okay and wil |l N
minutes, 0 as she checked her J we

keep the dinners warm.
El evators coul dnot handl e tjhe

to discover the mother lodRosanrand | reached the hospital with
minutes to spare as we waited silently for Matthew to appear. §he
crowd became silent as the time appta.

Five thousand eyes focused on the windogether with the
lenses ofcameras from every major television network including
the BBC, which would broadcast this event worldwide. | lat@r
found that ratings far exceeded any sporting event including e
Super Bowl, NCAA finals or the World Cup. More thamo-thirds
of all television sets in the world were tuned into this real lige
drama.

Matthew spent the fifteen minutes before his address with tgo
people, Father Sean McGinnis and Amar Rashddarhedlater
thatMatthewdid most of the talking; outlining his vision for a new
unified church. Amar was in complete accord.

Altdéds time, 0 Matthew annoufce
balcony outside his window. The crowd erupted again in cheers, put
quieted quikly as Matthew raised his hand for silence.
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nl f you ever need me, I W i I

fulfilled your promise to me a
The crowd listeneh silence.
ABecause of you, and for d u,

everyone here; you are indeede leader | knew you would
becomePresident Bush, thank you for your efforts in gettingw f

your job because of me. You could get your job back,rsiead,

you might <contact Mi chael OO0 R ea
The two of you two will do well together. Last of all | vidn thank

Mrs. Reynolds, one of my favorite teachers. She was told this §ip
might kill her, but she wanted to come anyway. She is with me nw
and teaching again.o

Sobs came from her daughter as she noticed her mother wa no
|l onger br eat h needyto mdurh,hVest Iéelds, gourfh o
mother is happy. Remember her as a great teacher, loving wife fand
mother ad a great ChristianThere is no need to mourn. She i
with her God. o

| watched and listened in awe asslowly realized what
Matthew was saying. e boy that | had coached in basketball, hgd
dinner with at ouhome andraveled to Jerusalem with to visit the
Dome of the Rock now claimed to be the second coming of fhe
Lord Jesus Christ. Could it be true?

Matthew stood in the window and the lightshlmel him
dimmed and were replaced by an aura that framed his hiedd. e s
you my classmates and friends, and rest assured that | will alwgys
be there for you when you need me. | am the Lord Jesus Christ and
all you need to doottalk with me is to kneedrd p r Ehg craivd
fell to their knees

We discovered later that the television cameras recordel
not hing of Matthewb6s conversgti
his words heard by the people in attendance that were not atfthe
graduation ceremonyKen and Rosannwere not at the ceremony
and did not heamMat t hewds c¢ | aiJeas €Chast. bhe ft h
first wordsthey and the world audience heard were:
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AThes e saperl my lifee and | will be forever thankful to
them; the world will be forever thankfub them. | have come back
to finish a mission that was started 2,000 years @ggether we
will create the world that God envisioned when he created
Garden of Eden. Wi | | y ou

crowd below was representative of the response he received f
hundreds of millions watching from around the world.

A | wish to introduce a :
McGinnis, whom | have asked to found a new church ithapen

religions as long as they forsake fatgls and recognize the Lord
Jesus Christ as the Son of
A | promise you that this

when Father McGinnis
television audience was surprised, as were the tedevis
moderators.
ADavi d, i s he <c¢claiming to
Chri st ? dleyofiCB$askedu n
AHe hasndédt said so directly
AUnbelievabl e, 06 the camer as
thought his microphone was ofii The mos't wat c
history and we get a kook who thinks he is J.C. reincarmated.
Matthew continued. 0The nex
names, but al | Mus!l i ms wil |l
oneo. I I n MohanthadAbdul®asim froonuthe House
ofMohammad i n the | ine of | mam

and stood beside Matthew.
AThat 6s t he basket bandtHer apalyst
sai d; ithe one that Wil son
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AWhat is a Mahdi, 0 Huntl ey JBas
me out here. o

AMus!|l i ms bel i 8imam. ite comig of thel 1
Mahdi is to the Muslims what the return of Jesus 8tor i st i |a n:

A Oh no, now we have t wo kol

alongside Matthew.
AScripture says ah
Christ to defeat th®ajjal, and lead his people to peaceful times
Hi s coming will be announced fby
AWas that thunder we |just e e
sound like any thunder | have heard befolte.sounded like
someone calling from the heavens.
AOh imys, really Hi mo the relifgi
The Mahdi began to speak. I
People of the Book, Muslim and Christian alike. | speak to you pf
peace and the words hed down to Mohammad by Allah while he
resided in Mecca. 0 Amar hesi tjat
AThat i s huge, 0 the BBC r Bl i
Sshouted. Al ot wasnot unt i | Mojh a
message became militant and theraswalk about jihad and
decapitatingnofb e | i ever s. 0
AMusIl i ms, I ask you to joifn
defeat the arneis of the false prophet, Dajjal.
AWhat i s a Dajjal?0 a conf up e
i ADajjal is the Muslim word for antichristor imposter
Messiah,who manyMuslims and Christianbelieve will be slain
by Jesus. This will signal the appearance of the Mahdi who will
then change the world into a perfectandjust | am s oc i ty
Muslim stations across the world watched attentively there
wer e many di sbeliever s. nSigow

clap. o

Matthew stepped forward anf
shoulder, and the Mahdi did likewiséefore speaking alln y
Muslims are aking for proof that | am the guided one, the one thht
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will guide you and show the way to hidden secrets. We now o
you that proof. We have found tlek of the Covenant 0

by the announcemenEveryone had their own opinion as to wha
this meant, but everyone knew it was the harbinger of good timeg.

Muslims everywhere accepted that finding the Ark meant t
the Mahdi, the 12 Imam, or leader, had indeed arrived. Finding t
Ark would remove K doubts that this was indeed the Mahdi, th
Guided One. Thergvould nolonger be any doubt except in the
minds of militants that believed ithe warlike surasuttered by
Mohammadafter he fled to Medina.

Christians knew the Ark was a symbol of power avalld
devastate the enemies of Christ. The Knights Templar, a war
offshoot of the Catholic Church, had searched for the Ark for ei
hundred years, knowing that possession of the Ark would ma
them altpowerful.

Jews remembered the role the Ark @dyin their history and
prayed that its power ould allow them to return to Jerusalem.

| wondered why Matthew had allowed the Mahdi to announ
the discovery, but the more | thought about it the more
understood. It wakor the same reason he had allowesb Ming to
block his shot which allowed the China National Team to be
Matt hewds all star s; there a
world.

The Mahdi continued. AThe
tablets containing the Ten Commandments handed égwdod to
Moses; the Ark also contains Hadiths and Torahs that correct m
errors and misconceptions in

AfWhat does he mean?odiBdnontk ||
He wastoo busy licking his wounds

The religiousoretxgienr thicmsud ldfry
be opening up the possibility of rewngy the Koran, and possibly
the Bble. Muslims believescriptureswill be found with the Ark.
This new information will be so convincingthat all Jews and
Christians willwanttoconvett o | s | am. O

ADoesndot the Kor S a
Il sl am will be kild/l
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AYes, but the Mahdi had rje a
Koran Mohammal wrotethese suras onlgfter he gained strength
and migrated to Medinalhe Mahdiis repudiating the part of the
Koran that advocates violencej O

Matthew stepped forward to emphasize that the followi
words were his alonéi Ther e is evi l i n hi
stopped. It must be stoppedow. Mahmoud Ahmadinejad, your
reign of terro has endedYou have desecrated the Dome of thg
Rock.My Father is destroying your false tempkewe speak 0

AHe i s accusing Ahmadinej pd
antichrist,o the BBC announcg6gr
knew.

Matthew paused as tleeowd gasped.

AWhat i s he talking 708 H

ANot hing on the wires,¢ jou

side of Jerusal em. 0

AThat 6s where the Domatefl; thha

Altdés too early to tell, bu
Temple Mount has been flattened, but theAgsa Mosque is still
standing. o

ACould it be terrorism?o0

AWe dondot know for sur e, likdo ugt
an earthquake and electrical storm, but there has never beell an
earthquake of this magnitude jin
was silent as each man evaluated what they were witnessing.

nChet, do you stil/l have dpul
they claim to be?b0

ANo, David, |l dm convinced. 0

The Mahdi stepped forward alongside Matthew and was joingd
by Father Mc Gi nni s as Afartandhle
will start our journey to return thérk of the Covenanto its
rightful placeto a new temfe on the Dome of the Rock that will be
the headquarters of our new church. Go in peace, my childden.
Tonight we celebrate and tomorrow we begin a journey toward§ a
better understanding of Godbod w
Bi ble and the Koran.o

AMmMen, 0 said Father McGinni




QPhenom

AAmin, 0 said the Mahdi

Matthew appeared at the celebration party that night and Was
the same person | knew five days ago, or ten years before. His figh
school friends were still his friends, and he went from one persorj to
the next until he had thanked each person for living up to thdir
promise and saving his life. He made everyone feel important.

ASpeech, speech, 06 the S
took the stage.

APepl e asked me t awkApiswe shutdefchhe
figuredGusedwar ds and the TV net wpr |k
he joked, pointing at Edwards and smiling his appreciation for the
wor k Edwards had done. i W 0
of thing a man in my position should do, but | do heame memory
I would |l i ke to | eave you witjh.

years ago. Noneofuswouwd ever tire of ar
the Besto.

It was Maryos first chance Jto
was awestruck. fidrdgeo owdi, d ebautart g i r
she gushed. ANow | know what Jyo
n d beraaliftle bit about why 100% of his classmates afe
r today, 0 | added.

The noise finally abated d
and | have an announcement ( r
grin of his. AJenni fer, pl e asfe

Jenniferd dndét need to say wo rgd,

A
her e
h

coul dnot hel p but wonder wh § t
traditional views of celibacy in Rome and the Catholic Church.

The music stded and everyone danced to the music Jennifer
had chosen for this occasi on; A
how to |l ove him,0 as sung Ma
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I don't know how to love him.
What to do, how to move him.
I've been changed, gereally changed.
In these past few days, when I've seen myself,
| seem like someone else.

| don't know how to take this.
| don't see why he moves me.
He's a man. He's just a man.
And I've had so many many men before,
In very many ways.
He's just one wore.

Should I bring him down?
Should | scream and shout?
Should | speak of love,

Let my feelings out?
| never thought I'd come to this.

What's it all about?

| never thought I'd come to this.
What's this all about?

Yet, if he said he loved me,
I'd be log. I'd be frightened.
| couldn't cope, just couldn't cope.
I'd turn my head. I'd back away.
| wouldn't want to know.
He scares me so.
| want him so.
I love him so.

It was a beautiful night and Matthew stayed until the en,
dancing with Jennifer and tallgnwith all his friends.Rosann
managed to get him to dance a fast dance with her that madefher
whole evening. | told Jennifer to find a younger partner, hopefufly
one that could dance.
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A T h a @dash,for letting me dance with Mary. Will | see
youinEthipi a Monday?o0
Al ol | be there. Ken and CO

the hidden scrolls and Tor ahsj?o
Matthew smiled and gave mef a
made planstolease apive |j et . Why dondot Qyo
tal k. o
Al would | ove to. Maybe youp c

defense. 0
AOne mor @o atchhi.moigsuten ever thanked you
enough for the jo you did rebuilding Babylon. | will always be
grateful to you and your team farjob well done You should be
proud, no matter what f ate ai
6Thankvatthenvuo | replied withdgut
told me several years ago wing had never visited the rebuilt
Babylon | sensed there was an underlying reason that Mattlaew
mentioned this now | hoped that Monddgyo@
Ethiopia would provide me an opportunity descuss his plans for
the new Babylon.
Matthew said higgoodbyes and the band serenaded with tRje
title song from JC Superstar;

Everytime | look at you | don't understand
Why you let the things you do get so out of hand
You'd have managed better if you'd had it planned.
Why'd you choose such a backward timsuaoh a strange land?
If you'd come today you would have reached the whole nation
Israel in 4 BC had no mass communication.
Don't get me wrong now. Don't get me wrong. Don't get me wrorfg.

| Only want to know now....

CHOIR
Jesus Christ, Jesus Christ
Who ae you? What have you sacrificed?
Jesus Christ, Superstar
Do you think you're what they say you are?
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Sunday, a natural catastropbdeminated the news. Massive
earthquakes resulting in floods and landslides had completely
destroyed the new Babylon on batiues of the Euphrates River,

All buildings, except one, had collapsed and been swallowed by ghe
raging water and mud that cover everythingilyOthe Tower of
Babel remainedstanding in isolationseemingly immune tahe
utterdevastatiorbelow.

i Wh a tyou anake of thisChet?Is it possible thiarerouting
the Euphrates tostoriginal channel caused tharthquake®

nDavi d, I truly believe thepe
never seen earthquakes of this magnituRdigious experts say
that thisis punishment for the new Babylon returning to the sinf§l
ways of Babel, the original city.

AThen why is the Tower of a b
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A flash of lightning accompanied by peals of thunder filled thge
sky. The Tower of Babeltheor i gi nal symbol of
towards Goddisintegrated into dust before the eyes of the entf§fe
world. The Prophesy was fulfilled.



